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Memorandum 

TO : Mr. W. C. Sullivan date: May 9, 1963 
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subject: WHO! £L WHO OF NATIONAL LEADERS, 
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-CENT RAT .-RESEARCH MATTER 1 
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Approval is requested for captioned ' monograp h, prepared, by the Central 
* Research Sfttffipn,) to be disseminated to all field offices and legal attaches. 

' Captioned monograph has been prepared as a ready and practical reference 

( guide to assist Special Agents requiring biographical and other background material 
on the current national leadership of the Communist Party, USA. It includes infor- 
mation ufeiil April 11, 1963, and is so noted on the cover page. 

* r 

„ t M 

Because of fear of prosecution under the Internal Security Act of 1950, 
these leaders today do not admit publicly their official positions within the Communist 
Party, but they are known to hold the positions ascribed to them. 

~ The monograph contains biographical material on the eleven national 
officers pf the Communist Party, USA, covering such factors as the history of their 
Party activities; family background and education; military service; foreign travel; 
appearances before congressional committees; physical description and health; major 
criminal records and prosecutive Action, particularly with respect to the Smith Act of 
1940 and the Internal Security Act of 1950; and personality and character traits, 
peculiarities, or weaknesses. Each biographical sketch includes a recent photograph. 

Plastiplates of this monograph are being retained in the Central Research 
Section. This monograph has been read and approved by the Reading Room. On 
approval, this Section will arrange for printing and distribution. Dissemination will 
be made by routing slip. 
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Ae this is being written, each day brings new developments relating to 

* * ‘ ' , " ■ * * ' *• •€ ^ . 

* + * ’ * • * _ J 

these individuals which cannot be included. However, it is felt that the material ' :*• *• 

. ' .. . ■; , 

presented will supply the reader with a comprehensive knowledge of these individuals, '' 
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GUS HALL " , ■ 

Birth and Family Background 

Gus Hall, white* named Arvo Gust Kalberg at birth* was torn in 

Virginia, Minnesota, on October 8, 1910. He was one of 10 children lorn 

/ , - * : ' ' - , v 

to Matt and Susanna Halberg, who had come to the United States from Finland, 

* * t . * * * 

They were both ’’old socialists 1 ' who became charter members of the Communist 
Party, USA (CPUSA). According to Hall's own statement, he was raised as an 
Evangelical Lutheran but at the present time has absolutely no belief in religious 

principles, ' V- 

# • 

- * I , * 4 

On July 21* 1938, he successfully petitioned the Mahoning County, 

f ‘ \ * * ‘ i . ♦ ’ i 

Ohio* Court to change his name tp Gus Hall, He indicated that the new name was 

* ~ +W* * * * * * * 

■ - , f f 1 1 r * * 

shorter and besides he was becoming generally fcnown by the name of Gus Hall. 

■ . '■ .(61-8077-42 p. 2, 46x, 49 p* 2, 810; 

Education 100-3-104-11-42) ; 

Hall quit public school at 16 while in the eighth grade in Hibbing, 

Minnesota, He held several odd jobs in that State before going to Russia in 1931. 

. . • ■ (61-80.77-127, 618) 

Communist Party Activities and Outside Employment 

* ■■ , ■ ‘ „ . w J 

", Hall attended a Young Communist League*(YCL) School In 1927 and also 
joined the Communist Party, USA, that year* By 1933, he had become District 

, 4 t '*>.*"* " . ‘ * 

Director of the YCL in Minnesota* 'Wisconsin, and Northern Michigan. The fol- 
lowing year* he was convicted in Minneapolis for his activities during a riot in 
*See Appendix I for Citation* ; 


h . » t 


feat city. During his trial he testified as follows: . 

Q. "But you would prefer the Russian-- you would prefer to be , , 
in Russia? 0 * 

A, "I prefer America with a Soviet government. " - 

4 . ~ - ' " * - - - _ r P ; 

Q. "And you are willing to fight and overthrow this government?" 

v . \ ■ * 

- A— "Absolutely, " - • . - - -V ' ’ : \ * 

f . • " \ \ * r * f * ' ' T ' 

Q. "And you are willing to take up arms and overthrow fee ' ’ ' 
constituted authorities?" . 5 . * 

^ ; . V 1 * \ ^ . , ' ■ 

. A. 'When the timescomea, yes k " (61-8077-128 p. 5, 127) /V: 

. - , * ■ * - , ; * “ / * ~ 

. In 1935, he became YCL Organizer in the industrial area of 

Youngstown, Ohio, where he was employed by the Works Progress Adminidtra 
tion. hi 193 G and 1937, he worked at fee Truacba Steel Corporation and the 

*- , ' - i ' ‘ r * * . " * ii * ‘ : 

Youngstown Sheet' and Tube Company, both in Youngstown, Ohio. (61-8077-127) 
* * * * * * 

. ' In July, 1937, Hall was indicted by a grand fury in Trumbull ; ; 

County, Ohio, on a charge of possession and use of explosives upon the ; 
premises of fee Republic Steel Corporation, Ke pleaded not guilty. After • 

‘ . . /’ - - ' * -f 

<■' - ■ / *’■ * . . r ; ■ , , J T ^ * 

the charge was changed to malicious destruction of property, he was con- 
victed and fined 050!) and costs. (6 1-8077- 18, 27) • • ’ ■ ‘ 

. * „ ' ' ’ . ' . * - 

In 1938, Hall went Into full-time Communist Party work as , 

Section Organizer in fee Youngstown, Ohio, area, later becoming Ohio 

t 4 V ' . I 1 1 T I ‘ , ' . ’ 1 " . < 

State Secretary. (61-8077-127^ ‘. v . " 

On October 15, 1049, Hall was indicted by a grand jury In 
I'.lahoning County, Ohio, on a charge of violating fee State election law* 





1 


r *■ ** 


The substantive offense was forgery. He was tried on three separate counts, 

- , i' 

J ( 1 v' k _ I 

convicted, and sentenced to 90 days and costs. These proceedings involved 
communist election petitions, (61-8077-13.127) ' • - . 

p. ' « T . , / . , # *-*''*/**+ 1 S *' 

• . In *1044, Kali became Party Organiser for the Cleveland area.' He 
entered the United States Havy in January, 1945. Upon being;; honorably discharged 

* * • i* ' * * ” 

. in Search, 184C, he returned to his Party Organiser post where ha remained until 

, ' - m, % ‘ ' - * m _ ' ** 

1847. In July, 1345.,' he was elected to the National Committee of the Party and, 

■ * * ' ■* ^ i * - - * t ' 1 ■ * 

la 1947, became a member of the National Soard as well as Ohio State Chairman. . 

* * K > t , * * ' v - „ ; 

la 1950, he was appointed ^National Secretary, a move necessitated by the itn- 

A* 1 t , ' . „ * 

, I - * ’ ■* 

prlsonment of Eugene Dennis,, then General Secretary, who wap found guilty of 

conspiring to violate the Smith Act of 1940 : f* (61-8077- 127; An analysis of the 17th 

National Convention of the CPUSA by J. Edgar 

prom 1351 to 1957, Hall also was imprisoned for violation of tlie H ° over ^ 
Smitli Act, end It was hot until April, 1959, when his probationary period V 

t " ■» ' V * . 

i * _ * * - ■- -4 * 

ended, that he was elected to tfre Party’s National Executive Committee and made 

■ • > ' ■ - •- ■ * *•"■ ■ ’’ " -- “ . 

Secretary of die Midwest Regional Committee. He attained the highest- ranMng 

position in the Party when he was elected General Secretary at the 17th National 

Convention held in Hew York City, December 10-13, 195S(.6 1-8077- 902; Analysis of 

! ‘ ■ ' 17th National Convention of CPUSA, by J, Edgar * 

, Smith Act of 1900 : * , 7'- 7’ ' Hoover) v 

* • ^ - ' ’ V ; / ' . •7* -, 7 : 

On July 20, 1948, Kail was indicted for conspiring to violate the Smith 

Act of 1940; and, at the same time, was indicted on the membership provision of l . 

" ■ v ■ ^ • 
the Smith Act. He whs released on $20, 000 ball under these indictments. : ; , 


**See Appendix H. 
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. k 
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Hall was brought to trial on the conspiracy indictment and was convicted bn 

1 , , ^ ^ i * * *- 

October 14, 1049# The 020,000 bail was forfeited following Hall's failure to 
surrender to the Federal District Court on Jjily 2, 1951, to begin serving bis 
five ‘•year sentence. He fled to Mexico after disguising himself by dyeing Ius 
blond hair brown", shavingoffihis mustache, having a mole removed from the 
right side oihia nech, and losing 40 pounds; Do VJ&o apprehended by the FBI 
on October 10, 1931 at Laredo, Tenae. He received an additional three -year 
sentence for contempt of court. * 

On March 29, 1957, Hall posted 55,000 bond under the member** 
ship clause Indictment, which is still outstanding, and on March SO# 1957,: he 
was conditionally released from pr ison. Ha remained on probation until 
April 5, 1959, NO trial date has been sat on the membership indictment at 
this time. (61-8077-449, 479, 1153, 1553; 100-3-98-672) 

- " . J 1 ' \ + 

‘ ‘ , J ' ' *" " ^ * 

Internal Security Act of IS 50^ ■ , 1 ■ ‘ 

On March 15, 1962, Hall was indicted flora violation of Sections 
7G6 and 794, Title 50, United States -Code (failure to register the Communist 
Party, USA* with the Attorney General under the provisions of the Internal 
Security Act of 1950). Bond of $5, 000 was posted in this case on March 16, 

1802, and no trial date has been set. This trial will fee held in the District 

r - . - „ 

Of Columbia. (61-8077-1533) - •' 

* * ' ' * 

See Appends:: S. 


V 






Appearance Before Congressional Committee - 

Hell appealed before the Genateinterflal Security Subcommittee ,8 6th 

Congress/Sad Session, on February 2 and 3* 1960, in response to a subpoena. 

> ' • • j ■ , f‘_ . 

Herepeatedly invoked the Fifth Amendment when asked Questions involving his 

activities in connection with the CFU3A* (61-3077-803, 816; Seriate Internal , ’ ; 

Security Subcommittee, 86tK Congress/. 2nd Session, Communist . ; 

, ■■ Leadership, M Tough Guy” Takes Charge, testimony by and about 

Lenin School Attendance Gus Hall, February 2, 3, I960) 

* Hall left the United States in August, 19S1, ostensibly to visit relatives 

. '■ ' V “ ' •• . ' •. . ■■ : ’ ' . . V, •* r j? ' ■ ;• - ... ■./.■■■ " \ ' . ' 

and friends of his parents living in: England; Germany, “Denmark, Sweden, Norway, 

and Finland. He sailed ori the S3 Majestic bound for Southhampton, England. . In 
London, he boardpd a Russian ship which transported him to Leningrad. F'rom: 
ther%he wehfc to Moscow where, aboordihg to a Wethbsr of a- group he traveled ! 
with, he enrolled in the Lenin school. ** Hall remained In the school until approx-^ 
imately November, 1932, studying Leninism, labor hist ary, and civil warfare; 

i l " I ; k r J r J . i \ *4 J r 1 - V ' ■ ■ - 'i 

/ “ 1 ’ . +f # h F * / . ,f . t ' \t • t' r . . ■ " - ■ , , ■ 1 ■ ’*■ 

He returned to 7 the UnitedStatea in 193%(6 1-8077-6.19, Serial, aft.816)’ .. ■ 


b6 

b7C 


Marriage and Children 


Hall was married to 
Erie, Penosylyaniaj 


Communist Party activities for many years. 


^ ■ 1 ' .1 

who is of Hungarian' descent, . at 
Ihae been associated with 


**£ee Appendix H *&* a%i 
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(618077-832, 904, 1484; 100-397543; 100-71217) 

A&toas tM.Mfef Covic&ioan 

.Db ■ 

b7C ' '.' - 

‘ ^ 

; • 


Tin Batts 


to&ka at 3SD £8?fe 


Efct? t<&% ate? <My# 1&>9, . tto&ito m<??a3 to^'toyola!$* ., :, 

■ 1 . . " ■ - ■ * \ 

Ciiicr. Tto iimtaft 032*833 feoto MM alto ap^toto&. £&& 

i T * 2 " . + i 4 _ 

## $n %$&$&&*. XS32 oi^saaM^.; 0#t sofey ^aaato- CPU3A 

* T fc 1 . f 1 

.mm-ym' (61-8077-1165, 1517, 1438; 100-3-304-34-23) 

'} - . . 

gagaoaate a^toseaganea - • ’ / ■ * . 

jptygsftlty* 0Q0 la tow# Mr tall, to&$&F 

r * I f T f ■ p * , fc 
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a « ttsi^s?- to* 0& £o?atoiy a mustoto to#ya&toto 

■ , ‘ - , H * 
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tea to to ’ttototo n . ti$ z$m% 6 to 
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3 He to a to# eofe* as- &a ; t 

ami to at U? lavet. to totoa i6$k -toSter ' fisUteg* a&icrt gatog. Ee 

^ , ■'" T v ' 

*& a&ia fca ayto to y to to totok (61-8077-19 p. 10, 704. 289. 307. 

-■ *'■/.- - ' - ■• • - 1520) ’ f 
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JSall has been characterized as militant, ruthless, and a trouble* / 

^ . - - ' 1 * ' . 

maker.- Victor Riesel, the newspaper columnist, has labeled Hall "Gruesome 
Gus” and calls him n the coolest, toughest, most skilled of the , hatchetmeiy left ' 

in high Party circles. " Heis portrayed by hts supporters as the driving force ; 

H *." , >* r * ~ * - k 1 

needed to bring new life into the Party. His detractors charge that he is ' ; 


opportunistic and power, mad. 


■/ 


In addition* Hall may be described as a fanatical practitioner of ■ ' 


. V; 


Sari Mars* tenet that "the end justifies the means"; a coldly calculating com* • 


name many 


•; years: ago, ' 


' , r 


/ *** ‘ 1 


as the Party’ e undisputed leader,' (61-8077-127; Ciiial 11/18/59; Analysis •' 
of 17th National Convention, by J . Edgar Hoover) -■ : 

' ‘ 4:'' - ; V; : . \ fV; - -'•* 
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t ' ; »v' * ; * 

* S 1-M* ' . \ m * ' " > ‘ ,,V_ * * 'X- * * * ■ 1 - 

f - ' , - * r ^ ' 1 A * j . > . * ' - , ;■ 

*. * v* v ’ :*'*<*' 

■ ■: : : v ' \ V . \ u \ <■; ' . - / - r; 

* : -v--^ f #( , >,s * T m * * ■ • 

; ■ .■/ : ; y v/v / ,.4, t • 

■ ■ " '%;%»' • . ... .Y:' . ’• • . | ■' 

: “* 4 F " . * ** //i** '* . ‘ r ‘ .t / s : . * 4 * _ ■ ‘ 

-r.* . * 1 . Vf v‘* .. -;i.. “ * ^ J vi: -l 

* - i ’ ^ - 1 i i (t . , . ** ' : u ' - a 


IV ■■■ 


, - * 


\ * 

- \ 


y:^ 


■ ^ si' 


* - 1 *1/ 

:v 




’;■) ji t ' - |f i ' ^ 

: * i ) t ^ . * % ‘ ' ■ 

• :i v. 

* ■ I; m !- . - V - . » ' ; ‘ 

i ' . y j * ‘ , * * * < * ; . 

>;p/:=or-v- 

,J, ' j *. 7-j \ 

4- n • : *- 

'/ />■ T 'kA:}rtK ' ■ ■’ 

f - ■ 1 rt, - , * 1 ■ 

► t : v r . ’ ^ 1 

Ll — '••• — 4 


F 


T? 


*i \ 

1 % 



<r 




ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN 
NATIONAL CHAIRMAN 
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ELlZABSTHGURLSY FtYNN 


Birth and family Background , . - * ■ s 

Ktabeth Gurley Flynn, white, wa& born on August 7, 1890,afc 
Concord, Now Hampshire, the first Child of Thomas and Annie EV Gurley (born 
In Ireland In 1853) Flynn. Her father, born in 1854 in Hew Brunswick, Canada, 
attended Dartmouth College from September, 1885^0 18.08 . hi the Fall of 1880, ■■„ 
he transferred to the Thayer School of Engineering at ^ar-hmouth, but did not 

■ ' • :• ■ . ' . . • • : • .r" •' ■ . 

receive a diploma. Ho worked as tv ciVii engineer and, in l9iS ran on the Socialist 

ticket for Hew York. State Assemblyman. Elisabeth was baptised in the Catholic 

Church but the family did not attend church, (100-1287-231, 259;- Elizabeth Gurley 
. .Flynn.;, IS peak- My Own, Piece, pp. 20/. 2 1/ 29, 30 . 

. - Flynn had two sisters, ( Anna)XCather lne Flynn, born, November 16, 

1892, in Concord, Hew Hampshire, and Sabina Flynn, born November 23, 1897, 

** - ^ - * . ‘ . t ► 

in Manchester , New Hampshire. Her fer other Thomas Gurley Flynn was born 

in Concord, New Hampshire, on January 11, 1394.'' All are now. deceased, 

. , . - (100-1287-231 p. 8; 100-415410) w- ' / “ 

Katherine Flynn was a graduate of Hunter College, New York, : and 

did graduate work at the College Of the City of New York and Columbia 
■ " . ■ * / . • '« / . 

University from 1923 to 1925. 'She reportedly was a member of the Communist. 

Party, USA. (CPUSAft from 1940 to 1951 and participated in various party' " • > 

functions after that, although not on an active basis, .in November, 105$, she 

suffered a stroke which resulted in partial paralysis of her vocal cords and her 

r ~ " * - ^ . 1 - \ % k ^ / 

right Aids. She died on February 24, 1962, in Now York City, j 

V- ■ ’ ’*■ •' r ' ■ .■ -(100-415410; ',100,-1287-441, 536) ' 

■f See Appendix X -for' ‘Citation. ' \ ; \ . ' /" ■. . 


K 


/ M- 


Education 

Flynn attended Morris High School, Bronx, hfe York, from February, 
J0d4, until March 18* 1907, when, toter numerottodtomieealG, slug was finally 

4 ' - t + , ' * * " v « » * '** • 

expelled, (100-1287-231) ■ ’ ' • . t 

. ■* __ . ** ' * - ■ ; 

Activities Prior to Joining Communist Party, USA ,s •■ 

* „ * - „ L * - i* , + 1 ~ ' 

■■ Flynn made her first public speech to 1906 at the Harlem socialist 

t r* 

" ‘ • I » ' . . ^ 

Club in .Hew York City on the subject ''Women Under Socialism* " She was active 
to the Industrial Workers of the World (FWW)* from 1906 to approximately 191,^ 
and w&o a'delegate to the RTO Convention in Chicago to 1907, In 1900, Flynn 
;tos on a. £und-raistog tour of the ^or,West for a Spokane, Washington, "Free 

1 ■ ^ • * 1 j S'**-- -} * * / ( ' / ‘ *■ ** 

Speech’* fight and vms- arrested to Missoula, Montana, to another "Free Speech’! 
fight involving the F.vw, She tsao arrested three times to Philadelphia to 1911 - 
at ctr ike meetings of toe Baldwin Locomotive Wcrke*. She participated to textile 
strikes to lav^enee, - Massachusetts* in 1912, and Paterson, Frew Jersey, to 
1913, where she again was arrested.. . in 19X5,. che made her first four -of 
California for the $WWr (100-1287-231) . \ 1 ' : . ;; . • v* 

She vm active in too Mesabi Bang© strike in Minnesota and vms 

i , - ^ i ^ l ^ # ^ 

1 J. " - . ^ f " * *, ' ' / ' " # - „ ( % . P "► # | 4 

involved to the Everett XWW case at SpOhane, Washington, to 1916, Flynn was :. 


arrested in Bntoto, Minnesota, to 19X7, cfeged with vagrancy under a taw 
which was said to have been directed against the 2WW and pacifist speakers. 

+ . ( i * , f* - ' * 

TO s case wee dismissed, she was indicted to a Chicago 1WW case to 19 V?. 
V - . . . ’ , * v . • * (100-1287-231) 

„ t j. ■ 


* See Appendix X for Citation* , /• . 
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In 1910*, Flynn helped Organise the Workers' Defense Union, a group 

Cet up to secure amnesty lor- ’’political prise mW' (Socialists, ;,, Wob’niies M -tftW ■ 

mqmbere),, radicals * and religious opponents of tms j who were either in prison 

or out on appeal. One of the major uadeytairinga 01 the Workers* Defense Union 

tJBO- its defease 01 Mcola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vansetti, anarchists who vrsre . 

arrested in 1920 on a charge of murder and- v/ere executed in 1927* During the 

1920s and. early 1930s, Flynn ttas Chairman of the International Labor Defense*^ 

(100-1287-231; Flynn, - op. cit,.. p. 233) 

Communist .Party Activities . • . • 

Flynn has publicly stated' that elm was- a convinced communist by ■ 

1920 and wpuidbsve become actively MentiUe& vdtb tbs cpusa at that time had 

# • -i# ’ 

she not become incapacitated* She did Join thf Forty, In 1930 in Ffow York, . 

T r V. ( i • H ■ 

sponsored by William' Z, Foster and Ella Hoove Blooy, then national figures 
in thoCPUSA. (100-1287-231, 596) ' . 

sim acted as a eommuniot eps&esman for the first time. In 1937 at a meeting 
(»«-.■> j sponsored by the fey York -State’ Communist Forty for the Abra ham Lincoln 
Battalion of the International Brigades, * then fighting in Spain on behalf of the 
.... s&rndsh Hcpubiican Army* in 1933, she tvas chairman of the- Her? York state Wo ' 
Women’s Commission of the Forty, During that year, she m& also elqctedAseistem 
Secretary of the CPtJSA and a member- of the Central Committee of the CFU3A* 

In I9d0, she T5tto elected a member of the national Committee and nominated 

v ’ ( ' }' ■■ ' ‘ ‘ - - ' v . ■ ‘ . 

-. , , .- e sea Appendix l for Citation,. -V W- . ’ ■ ' \ 

' * « W 11 w . 




he & candidate 'for the office of tJ* & Representative -at-large on the Com* 
munist Party ticket* hut he? petition was invalidated by the court* Inl941, ’ 
she wb issued a certificate of nomination as a Communist Forty candidate ? : 
for Comptroller of the City ofTtfet? tTark* She received 38* 700 signatures ■ ’ ' ^ 

on her nominating petition but: declined to run* At this time, she was 

’* ■ * \ ' ‘ * 4 * ,, i‘ h * " ■ . j 1 1 1 ’ ■ 

' % | 1 ' • 

National Executive Secretary of the Free Ear ip Browder Committee, 

an organisation designed to secure freedom -form 1 Browder, then General • 

Secretary of the CPTJEA, v;ho $&8 imprisoned for a passport violation* (100-1287-231; 
Monograph, Tlie Communist J Party, • USA, versus Earl Russel Browder and Browderism, 
In 1042, Flynn again tan as candidate lor the office of U, S. ’ p. IB). 

Reprepenmtive^at-lerge on the Party ticket but was, not elected. She. was . ; 

elected Vico President of the Communist PoUticalAssociation (CPA^a - ' • : 

mOmber of its Rational Board, and ite Hatidnal Committee livhSay* 1944. • 

When the QPtjEA W reconstituted in July, 1045, Plynm?was Elected to the , " . • •• 

^ * ’ V * f 

* * * ■ '*■ »* ^ * '• s " - 

National Committee and the National Board. In Becemfeerof' that year, she , ■; 

-Was the American delegate to the 18th Convention ofthe Communist Party 
Of C^-eat Britain (10Q- 1287-231) : v 


f * • _ * " 1 , - v 4- ■ 

.. . In 1046, Flynn was Chairman of the Rational Women’s Commission 

f - r . 1 1 r ' t „ * ' _ ‘ , ■ 

of the CPUSAi and was dropped from tha National Board in 1047s ■ She wan 
re-elected to the Rational Committee in 1043 and selected As Chairman of 


the .Communist Committee for the Defense, of the Twelve. This organisation 
was created to guarantee the success of the de^nse campaign waged by” the ; 


Party for the twelve communist loaders indicted in July, 4048, for violation 







of the Smith Act; its objective was to eee that ail necessary funds to the 

■*■ * K t r 1 " p >, * * 

* ’comrades” would be raised and that the issues of their struggle would he 
brought to the people* (io 0^12 87-2 3 i) . - „ ' ; . • 


. JaifUhei lO^O, attended congYessea ef tiie Eritiehaiid French ' • 

Communist Parties and was ■re-elected to, the National Committee -of the Party 

r # J* . 

hi December* 1950. In June, 1951* she was indicted under the conspiracy section ", 

, " „ , " 1 . - ■> ' * 


7 of die Smith Act of 1940,** convicted, and imprisoned from January 11, 1955, to 
; May 25* 1957* During 1852, tdiilo out on hail, she acted as Secretary of the 
Self-Defense Committee of, the Seventeen Smith &ct Victims, a group composed . 

' , " , * * T ' ’ ' . ^ , 

■ Of Communist Party leaders arrested on June 20, 1851, and as Chairman- of the 

• . ■ / '■ , - .7 ••-•.•. t V- 

Women's Commission ol the Party. In 1004, she rah for Congress in the 24th 
, / Congressional District, Bronx, New York, on the People's Bights P 


V ticket and polled Only 1384 Votes Out of a total of 119, G'fS in the November election* 

(100-1207-275, 281, 291, 296^ 297, 335' Cinal.1/7/52) . ■ . . ‘ . . ' ' ' 

v ■ inter hhr release from prison in 1857, Vlynn became a member of the 

; National Executive Committee and the National Committed of the Party. In the 

, ’ Fall of 1957* she \eas a. candidate from the 24th. Senatorial District in liSanhattan 

for a seat on the Now York City Council on the people's Eights Party* ticket. 

* , Cut of a total of 70, 160 votes cast, . she receive d? 7ft o. 1888, Flynn served as - 

- 7, Editor- in-chief' of The Worker* * m east coast communist newspaper, and &a' ■ f : 

; National Field Organiser of the CPIJSA. Daring 1959, she taught classes at the 

Faculty of Social Science* in Now York City,, was active in the amnesty campaign 

’ . ' ' r ^ , r t ,* ■ ' P ^ ’ * ' ' 7- i * 

*See Appendix l for Citation* ' . 7-.-~ -• 7 ; 

**see Appendix. a. ■ »v V 1 '7 . 
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for communists convicted undor the Smith Act, and was elected Vies Chairman 

of the Party at Its 17th National Convention in December, 1059. 

. - (100-1287-335, 345, '360, 377, 414* 533, 534) 

... & April, 1800, Flynn was a speaker at a conference in' Copenhagen, 

* ■' * \ - Jw ' *4 , f - - ‘ f * 

* 9 ’ " r ■ I a ' " . Vj " , ^ S * * Ir 

Denmark, sponsored by the International Democratic Women’s Federation. * 

In June, she was a delegate from the CPUSA to a Communist Party conference 
held in Bucharest, Rumania. While abroad, she visited other communist-bloc 

‘ " % 1 l r t , F , " ^ J '"* + 

countries including Hungary and East Germany and was present at the Observance 

of the 43rd anniversary of the Bolshevik devolution in Moscow in November, i960. 

Following her return to the United States in December, 1080, Flynn embarked on b2 . 

a nationv;lde propaganda tour extolling communism and describing her trip to 

the Soviet Union and the Satellite countries. . (100-1287-59.6, 625; 649, 686, 695, 688/697; 
*' '" * ■ - \ .• The - Worker, January 22, 1961;, -'p'. MW.;3);/'~ ' 

■* . In March, 1961, Flynn was elected National Chairman of the CPUSA./ 

She continued to tour the United Stated, continually praising the .socialist system 

as opposed to capitalism, blarr.irtg.the Hungarian uprising <g 1803 oh 


| and statiiigthat the Socialist /^movement had to ’’gird” its ' ;y .. 

"loins* 1 for future 'struggles. In September, 1961 , Flynn went to Moscow to 
represent the CPUSA at the funeral of William Z. Foster, Chairman Emeritus A-../ . 
of the CPUSA, who. died in Moscow on September d , 1961 * While there, she 

r ■ ■ * " ' ■ ' _ ■ ■ . . 1 k * ' * - * * *i - ", V '■ 

attended the 22nd Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union held in 
Moscow in October, 1961, as a fraternal delegate from the CPUSA. Flynn 
returned to the United States in November, 1961, • :/ (100-1287-661,. 721, 744, 819) 


& See Appendix I for Citation, 
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After list return* Flynn became one of three top functionaries of the 
C£!J3A (others wore GuaHalt and Beniamin Bavin) who ware empowered to 
make dseisiona on behalf pi tlm Party and its subdivisions* All city* county * . 

■ and state organizations ware reportedly dissolved* This was done so that the. 

- rf ‘ - B d ’* i 

CPUSA would have a minimum of casualties in connection with any prosecutive 

’ *. ■* ■ , 

, action that might fee contemplated by the B. S* Government under tlxe internal 

Security Act of mQ t ** ( l0 o -1287-834) The^rker, 4/3/23, p. 1 ) 

• m April* 1963* Mynmw&s 'made Chairman 'newly formed' ' 

Gus Hall-Esnjamin Davis Defense Committee* which was organised ’’to fight for 

* * , p ” r * r - ' A ip 

, l t , * t r H . _ 

the freedom of’Gus Hall and Benjamin3V Bavin and the right/Of the Communist 
, 7 ' . ■ ■ „ " .*■ 
party to participate in American political life* u Its aim waste raise a 

;$2OO*0q0 "^ (lOG-1287-906, The Worker-, 4/3/62, p. 1 ) ’ 

: ' y . Flynn lias iohg bee mi a voluminous contributor to the communist 

press* She has contributed columns to The, Worker, wrllten^tieleain 

political Affairs, ^ ami, irns imd.articics published ias<^iet'.and':oatoiute.. • 

■ {\ publications* In 1955* IgpaakEfy Own Piece, her autob!cg|t^hy,fcr the. years 

■ : : /i890 to 1927,: t ^3 published* Si E2sreh, 1983, her latest mfe?r i ffts- AKferson : 

.’f. ■ . / I" l " 1 ■ 

/ ; jBtory f . dealing Withher ospsriencca at Aldersoa Prison in V^st .Virginia* 

V{/\ (100- 1287 -.488, 927 The Worker, 2/26/63, p. 

■ .*■■■. j /■ , as of Mar ch* 18S2* Flynn was receiving 087 per m*ph #om social - 

>« ! . ' ‘ V - •' '.■•■■■ ' . 1 ( % • 

| j Security* 0100 per month from the welfare fund of the CPlkA, plus a very 

" j omoU additional amount' frmh -the Party, "nsver exceeding'! 4^0 per week, for 

. I See Appendix I for Citation. 

. / 7 **£53 Appendix H. 
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expanses. Associates in the Party have described her as a capable writer and b7D . 

speaker, bat a "lightweight" when it comes to knowledge of Marxism-Leninism, 

Flynn is known to have privately made anti-Semitic statements. ..(100-1287-849, 248, unre- 
corded serial next to 283; 100-1287-427, 429, 431, 443, 459, 491, 497, 501-f 
remarks to her sister, Katherine) ' » ' — 

Foreign Travel '■ r 

* - r , * 

i 

In December, 1945* Flynn was a delegate from the CPUSA to the 18th 

« - * 

Convention of the Communist Party of Great Britain, She attended congresses 

4 ? , ' 4 ’ / * ' 4 

of the British and French Communist Parties in June, 1950,,. « ; . . ■ 

\ - * v , * * , * ' y - : 

Flyim;iwas issued Passport Number 2016926 on March 10, 1980, for 
proposed ti^e-mpo^is' T travel to England, France* Czechoslovakia* the Soviet 

Union, and Denmark, for the purpose of "rest and Writing, '* She left the 

.* \ : ■ 

. United States on April 18, 1960, and, on April 21, spoke at the first session of 

♦ t" 1 , » * „ " " C * ' " 1 

^ I fc ^ 4 . * * 

the International Women’s Conference in Copenhagen* Denmark, sponsored by 

„ ‘ % .'*,%■ ^ , - r' * „ * 

ft ~ r x f 

the International Democratic Womens. Federation, . In June, i960, she attended 

" v * * , * s , * h . ’ 

r . , ► . , k > * , . * , ~ * 

the Third Congress of the Rumanian Workers' Party in Bucharest as a repre- * 

sentative of the CPUSA, subsequently visiting other satellite countries. In 

- November, 1960, she was a delegate from the CPUSA to the celebration of the * ; 

43rd anniversary of the Bolshevik Revolution held in Moscow, Fly oh returned ■ 

J to the United States on December 7, 1960. (100-1287-231, 596,’ 565, 584, 583, unrecorded 
serial next to 595, 608, . 613; 100-3-81-9345, 9393) - 1 

Flynn left for the Soviet Union on September 3, 1961, as an official .• • . y 

' ■ H i 

representative of the CPUSA to the funeral of William Z, Foster, Chair man . 

-► j * „ t 1 \ . ■ r * ' * y * ' " 

Emeritus of the CPUSA, who died in Moscow on September 1, 1961. She 


f V 


i/ 


1 R 


, % . M 
1 


remair.3d in Russia to 


represent the 


CPU3A afthe 22nd Confess of the 


Soviet Union held in October. Flynn returned to America on November 9* 


19G1,: (100-1287-744) ; • * / 

On January 22, 1G82,. Flynn r a passport Was revoked by the 
department of State under the ''passport sanction” of the internal Security 
Act of 1950 which did not become- effective until October 20, 1061, because 
of prolonged litigation. This sanction prohibits a Communist Party member 
from applying for, . usings or attempting to nes a United States passport. 

The revocation was- upheld by Uim Director of the Passport Office and. the 

Beard of Passport Appeals.. On NewombarS, 1802, Flynn filed a complaint- . 

* *■ t ,f , ' v ( * * - . 

for Injunctive and Declaratory Relief from the revocation of her passport* • 
(100-1287-866, 869,- last section of file) 1 ” " s 

Smith Act of 1840 • • t , 

Flynn was indicted on June 20, 1851, along with 20 other Party 

leaders, for violation of the .conspiracy provision of the Smith Act of 1940, 

Daring the trials she was cited for contempt of court and sentenced to two 

concurrent thirty-day prison sentences for contempt of court* She completed 

. her testimony on December 3, 1982;, was imprisoned on the contempt chargee, 

and released on December SI, 1952. Flynn, was convicted and sentenced to three 

years’ imprisonment and finsd^d,C0O on February 3, 1953. (100-3-74-7082; 

. • On October 14, 1054, theU.& Court of Appeals UnsnimGuMf 7 con- x ’ 281 ^ 

firmed the conviction Of Flynn and a Writ of certiorari was denied by the Supreme *• 

Court oil January 10, 1955, Flynhwas incarcerated in the Federal Reformatory 

for Women, Alder son,, West Virginia,, from January 11, 1855, to D.Cay 25, 

1057, when she Was released after signing a pauper's oath. Flynn was 


otig&ta m -so# m an j$#ioa&s so 

let BO^yra^tg co:nn4tt0i| |Snt q£86* 000* * Sfc$ Is paying 

OjO a moa&l 031 tSiia fir^. (100-1287-291, 296, 335, 906; 100-3-74-1643, 3251) 

* J * f 

Mognai ity&ot ogisgQ 

Elisa&sth C&tZGy Flynn lies ittife fe$on IndictO;! nnd?r thid Act. 


Flynn is l&O feat, ‘ tight ioabda tall; tes Etey hs&s m3 W& oyesj 

tsSOS^ gtesedj. weighs.-^ g&#$ 230 gsaftdaj nod tm oouTdidoj^ta dMic-iifcy 

. * r ’ * 

In -f&l&cg dug to tes$ tJOfebt*. £bo tm WE fesgo^-'TOO 0 SQ 0 feaS 8 *K& of 

cv$ ? v^l 3 bt m3 qt 032 acli# 0 ub !0 :{&csd$fc?g 3 231 ) 

. -7 ,, ' ‘ ’ 

Ad&oda .- . ■■•'>' 

r m> * ?■ " f .n , * , 

Flynn sgcMds at yoom 320, Cis?lsoa Hotel, 222 Wg$ 2S$rd 3te98& . 

Mxl Yo?Is 11, Hof/ Yegb. £&g £&& j&gvlOualy t&gft at 225 S3. 12tb SteOGf, 

Hot? Yoyli City,- tj&h fcor dtete?, I&tiigrins Flynn, tap SO yoans- FCf mgji? 

yOaSO, 0^10 hOO' rst r>nnir’ftnf*r»' ft? EmtHIillii^ fT 31 Hffll f? 2 l.tl«tss* IX&I 


In- Esmytoa Bgyo, tog |Mr HOv? Yoyli. EaaldUG^ # ygportedly an 

oH*tlsio GOnmusMd?; Fgyty momlioy vfto ojggy&ted a boarding hpuoo In 
E&ngto Bays, io nqgd m W sasny Fayty membgyd and 

n ^C^G3CSiVGiiy it^llnod u pOCralo. (100-415432-20; 100-1287-443, 410, 413, 927) 


ft&sylsgg and diildeon 

l | . 1 IH ukU ■ >» * > m P . l n mi l j i, n'.J I ... >..■ ! ■ 

ElisdbQifc Oarldy Flynn Y7SO may tied to ^o!m i^ychifcald Jcnda os 
January % 1003, at Two Hsyboya, Mlncoaote* Ska v«q dif oread fey bim on . 


r 




&iiy 19* 1920, on grounds of desertion, Bor con, John Frederic!; Johos, 
feoruMay 19, 19 10, Hew iToyB -City } and died there on March 29* 19^9, l?e - ' ,*r 

always usod the name of Iftced Flynn* upvey going unde? Ms real natna. (100-1287- 

, '• / ,■■- ~ ; ‘ ■ ' - . • ' . / '.. - ' . . ■ . M • ' • 231);. 

, . . Elisabeth Flynn lived openly tm tip commo3 t *law wifeof&t Mian 

miarchlst* Carla 'Crasea* from ?,91B to 1925. Tresea, canis lathe, Baited States: ■•' 
In 1904 as a political refugee fcaVing b$en sentenced ton prison term for nyeating 
political ngli&fcioa in Italy* EG waadn $fa&. organiser $$ the testily in 

■ i&wx&ti&Q} Massachusetts*. I» $&!?».. . *6$ BiWdq* ' 

Vanaetti Defence CoaMitee, a, group organised' by Mend© Of iftcola gaccan»$. / 
Bartolomeo Vanaeftl* anarchists* who y&re convicted of rnuyde? tn &9B! and ’.- ;" - 

I 1 ’ " * ", . p * * , J v ' 

eiseeuted in 1927, ; Erases* j>nd the .ciuestienabie repntdUon of being the only . / 

. pasfpstuai suspect lathe files of $h$ F&ty Yorli Poiic^i^pai^Gnt in oonnaotidu 
with bamming incidents. 'j's'.esda was the editor o I m Marts Uo* a rabid anarchist 
Kalian language- newspaper* and a member of the American: Committoe ia;S3e£end 
. beotels^^ ini93T a&l-19$0* '*68lfi '.1 . 

* k x U - tr ■ . ' ;■ „ ' * 

his case was widely publicised;; hie murderer has never been' found. 


w * 


(65-1335-4 18; Mongraph , Com munist Propaganda in the United State s, 
Part Vm,..Pi IT) ’ '• ' - ' ‘ ' V ^ M ' ' ‘ * f ■• .'' - ■ ; ; ' - ■' *-' * v ' M ' 
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BENJAMIN JEFFERSON DAVE, JR. - / 

' ■ ■■■ 1 ■ ! i "" » ' « *' l ' lll. ' l I I . .1 , -»M ■ * ■!> ! » n ■ 

* fc r - 

Birth and Family Background , . . ' . • * - 

• Benjamin Jefferson Davis, Jr. * Negro, wvas born in Dawson, Georgia* / 

on September S, 1003, one of seven children all bat two of whom died in. infancy* V 

j\ « I - * " + I I 

His father,. Benjamin J. Davie, the son of slaves, vm the editor and publisher 

1 - V *' . ' r 5 * * - - * ?’ - , * : 

of a weekly Negro newspaper., and became a Republican National Committeeman 

in Atlanta, Georgia, He made considerable sacrifices to send Davis through 

' ■ . i - \ *'. > • i - 

* ■ * ‘ * r '*£"< ' ‘l * * * ** - . ' ' >-V 

school and was disappointed when his son bo came a communist; Both parents 
are deceased., (100-149163-1, 445,993; 6 - 1 - 7532 - 1495 ) • \ - ' - r 


Education 


* I "l* 


Davis attended Morehouse College in Atlanta, Georgia, from 1931 to ' / 

J ' ' . * •* / . " / i r 

1922, Be received a B;. A*, degree from Amherst College, Amherst, Massachusetts 

, ■ r i wV* 4 - * " v^'v* ■ >* ■/ * . - '! 

in 1925, with majors in history and philosophy, and an ED. B. degree from Harvarc' 

' ' ' ■ ' V* ‘ • '** . ‘ = / ' . *V ;? • . ’ £ : r ; 

University Law School in 1929. He was admitted to practice before the Georgia : -V. 

Slate Bar in I933i (100-149163-1.-J13,«; 61-7582-1495) V "-V ‘ , 5 '\“ . ’ 

r* • , * - I / ; V ' ’■ . 4 , 

Employment ' ■ ' - 1 • >; ...: ■'"* ,, ' :* 

* » # 1 - » fc * B J <f *- n ; * * - T " ' *" #-* _ 

x f " + * , -* ■ * ~ % i' ; ^ r ' * * « * * - i * * . * 1 _ 

Shortly after he was admitted to the Georgia Ear , Davie became as?o< 

‘ ■ - ‘ ^ ' , ’ V ,*<- # *"* ■ T * + ’■ ■ ^ * ' t- 

* 1 t ' " f _ 1 * ■ T . *, F + ' *t 
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attorney for Angelo Herndon,, a young Negro communist leader who had been ‘ 
charged under a Georgia statute with attempting to- indite insurrection. Davis 
, carried the case to the Georgia Supreme Court ycvhich confirmed the Conviction 

► * * *' m t ‘ , j * 1 i ''r ‘s' > 

, + ■ I ( ■ ' ^ , T * ^ 

‘ . ‘,of Herndon, and finally to the United States Supreme Court, where the lower 

court wan reversed* Davie also received w widespread notoriety as an aseo* . . 1 
elate counsel in the Scottsboro case, which involved the assault by nine Negro 

■boys on two white girlp. (Hoover. Masters of Deceit, p. 252; 61-7582-1495; • 

; i ‘ ■ V . . ■ ■ • ■ 100^149163-1, 60) ‘ s. ‘ ’ ‘ “ 

* - ' ‘ ’ „ *. y> ' . , • ; 

Communist Party, Activities 1 ■ * ** ‘ ^ 

... Davis’ Close association with communists in the Angelo Herndon 

^ . ■ ■/ - n, ■* r. * t 1 * < , t ■ *» ', /i * ( - * i 

. case caused hi%. by his .own 'admission* to Join the communist Sarty*. USA 

/>. y>; \ . '• !’ >' ■ " •:• ' ‘ •*. ' Vi j ' 

(CPUSA) in 1933, in a pamphlet entitled The Negro People and the Communist i- ■ 

• Party, written by Davis in 1943, he referred to his activities in the Herndon 

'* * *■ - t % f ' . , ~ " ' 1 - - \ * * 

V m jT I ' ” , w _ » m % * » * 1 ■ ' + ■* m ~ 

-.-case by stating: .V- . ./ : \ :■ 


. / . 1 **ln the course of the trial i was eubjected as a Negro lawyer ■ . ; ■- ' . 

. to as many insults and violation Of my cifcisenfihip rights ac . ' - ■ 

. ‘ r ‘my client, ,, . ; ThO judge continually intimated that 1, too, was / 

■ ; ,, . a Communist* when actually | rn&hft* , ^ • • 

. ’i . . - ‘"So when the jJudgo treated me as a communist because 1 t . 

: ■ sought to uphold these, traditions*, it became olear to mo 

... that the Communist Party was the political par^V 0^ these ; v ■ •. 

tr aditions in . mcKler n times* * < iUo I joined the Communist V‘ 

Party^- ^determined to secure the full benefits of the member^- , 

* r ship which tlie judge had; mistakenly attributed to me In his ■ ■ • 

* _ red^baiting, tirades.: “ . ^ _ ccn --„ 

(61-7582-1495; 100-149163-60 100; 61-7559-2-4639 pp. 

l *' * ' h . /■ s *♦ * - ■ . + ■ * 1 _ - V * 


3^4) 


. n . 





** * * 

. i 1 - * , 

r ; 


f *V 


■- > . < . 


; i* V 


the Negro kiborator, 5- militant Negro newspaper* Jn 19$7* Davis joined 


in IPSSv He eijbaequetfHy hoctoe tffce- President* ' >77 

and President of 'the • Freedom of the Press Publishing Company, which pub- 

dished the Daily Worker and The Worker.* •••/’•" *" * * ■ V- 

' 7 7 • . " r| " / 7 7 " (100-149163-100,1,993, serial before 86) 

' s in 1930* Davis, was elected a member of Hie National Hoard of ' , 

**> - v‘ 1 ■ , -7/ i A \ t* h v- ■ ? v .. u ■/ « ■ * t / * ■ - * 

V 1 ' . . ■* » . ^ * . ' . . . .-.,*• *!’► * „ , v *_ . -v . ■_/ * 

the Ci?USA, He became active among Negroes in the, Harlem, New York,. . ;■ . 


thecMlSA. In- the Fall of 1943* he was elected New York City Council- ’ "7" 

. • • V ■ •. '• : 'V •’ - • \ ' . '■• .- •. 7 i ' . . 

_ . . : ^ s i 1.A * j.1. ■ ■_■ ,, ± , j. tr j- m Ja. j . ’ *7 , " -~ . 


one for two . v 

f ■ 


years and one. for four years,. His campaign program stressed ending - ■' 

"■ 777 ‘V 7 ‘ g- -7*.' 7 • 1 ’ '7 - ■■• : *. " ■-.■■■ 

force and violence against. Negroes* ending police brutality* ending the ■; 7 ; 1 

#£*?• '•■''..-.■77 ■' • ■■ • '7 v . : •; • .7 *,'■■* -• ■ * * ** ' 7 '■ • 

. * ’Jim Crow” system* outlawing anti-Semitism and other racial and religions 

, . -** V ' * |J T t - % . ' » ^ ^ J 1 1 . *4 V ' 1 , * i • * ,* ^ .1 - ‘ ' 

discrimination* and establishing Socialism in thC United States^ 100 - 149 163 -serial 
:.7 - ... ' Davis attendsd a .cohve^ioj^ . 

•I^yji7l04,4>.as.a- fraternal delegate frba* 'H© 'CPUHA* During the. same year* ■ . 

r r ’2" * * L ’ ■ 7^ * *lv7 ■ * ,7 1 . •"'■ * ** * ’ - - * " J ‘ *■ 

he was 




#see Appsndi&d for Citation, 





Communist political AssoeistioalCPAJ and was also into a roamto of #e / 

National Board and a VitoPreaident -ox the CPA* For a tow months in 1945, 

ho v.’SO Chairman of the Legislative Committee Of, the reconstituted CPtJEA* (100-149163 

. ;• • • ' ■■’ ■ 25, 100) > • 

/ in Jammry* I860,, Benjamin 4* B&vfe a mamto? of the national 

Committee Of the QPVdA and Chairman of the negro Commission Ok the Party* ~ ; 

At the time at hie incarceration in July, 1955.,, lor violation of the Smith Act .' . 

. *1* * 8 ' V , 4 ' l " * " 2 

pi 1040, ^ he v/as a momher ot the national Committee o^ the Party* Chairs 

man of the Harlem- Communist . Pay ty^ and President of Proedom of the Press'. 

V Publishing Company*(100- 149 163- I9d) -\; ' •/ ■'*■"' ' - \‘ 

• ■ ' ', ^ While serving his pyfeon term {1951 to 1855),, Paris prepared a' _ 

■ . ’ -mnnUgcript . Sis principal \ ;.• - 

■\ hypothesis k that the true path of -Negro Uheyation musihe npproaohed . ■ ■* ■ 

through the "class struggle" communism is the only solution* ■ ■ " . ' 

'The. manuscript purports to ffe the .story ■ of. tj&vis T . life and deals, with. 

. such matters an Ms roactioh to. prison. life* his esper fences as a New'Yto ' • ; ‘ ■ 

, ■ -, - ©k. r ■ . ■ h - ' 

City Councilman,.- alleged police Iwr^lUdity* postwar civil righto* the ' 

Scoltaboro and Herndon. oases,,, and Mo trip to f/Icnico* It. has never been . ’ ' V p ■• 

-■ pubiisl^d*^ 1 o o _i49i03- 1 9o). . .' p ■ ■> ... . . . 

Davis to been a member of the National Committee of the CPU3A 

*- ■• , • • ...... ;■•■.•'- - • ■ .- . 

t v * ■ '■’ ■■ ' 

’ since Ms release from prison in 1955, and to. boon active in Negro and other ; , ; - 


^^ee Appsndfelh. 
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■if . J- 


major Party operations* $$ 1007, he was made Chabmian of the iTew York ‘ 

district Communist Party, & member of the National Executive Committee, 

-■ ' ' \ * - ' V ' . - ■ \ 

and elected National Ceerei^'ypf Negro Affairs. In December, 1S5P, fes. 

was elected National Secretary of the CHJ3A and has continued to hold ,. t 

4 | " ' + . ' ‘ H * p P L 1 

■ * ‘ . V * ’ _ ' . 

that position* Sn the Gariy part of I960* Davis discontinued his activity N 1 .- ; 

' ' r /• . - 

as Chairman of life New Tori: District Communist Party. He elected 

■a member, of the National Board of tine CPU£A when it was established in : . //■'•-". ’ * 

March* 1901. Bavte received & gross weekly salary of $00 from the " ■: . 

national Office of the CPU3A. (100- 149 163 ~ 1003; 'Moi&raphs, CP USA, Summary 

Activities, Volumes from Jan., 1955 to June, I960) \ 

«> ■ During 1902, Davis spoho At various communist functions through- 

‘ , , / ", _ •’ '* \ t 1 * ' ’ - . 1 ■ * f / ' 

out the country and appeared on the campuses of Upsala College* Bast Orange, 

New Jersey, on April 9, 1902; harvard Baw School Forum, Harvard University, 

Cambridge* Massachusetts*. oh April ID, 1S03; and; the University of Minnesota, 

Minneapolis * ‘Minnesota*, on May 2* 1963., During tho^o, speeches,, he denounced 
. •- r /' t ‘ - . .: : *• ■■ ■'. V 

the internal Security Act of 1900** and stated that the.CPlBA .would risver .* . 

register with the Attorney Ceneral. while, at th© UhivOVoity of Minnesota* 

Davis, in an interview* stated that the long-range aim of the CPtfSA was to 
‘’help die American people In' die most painless way to arrive at a transformation : 
Of capitalism info socialism which will fundamentally put our country oaths v 
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r<* 


road to progress and peace*” • •, . .. /',. ' 

'■ _ ; . ‘ ' (100-149163-973, 982, 989, 984, 1003) 

Smith Act of 1040 . 

pa July 20. i 1948, Davis was Indicted for 1 conspiring to violate the 

Smith Act of 1940 and was also indicted under the membership provision of 

. this Act. While testifying under cross-examination at his trial, he admitted 

* ; ’ * ' <* * * 

, , that a number of false statements appear oyer his name, ofi public records. 

They include his . petition for admission to the bar in Georgia, his voting 

* * m , » ' . * - t - . 1 * . ■ ^ ‘ * ' " * * 

registration in Hew York, and his application for a Hew York driver’s 

license, ■; ■■ .* , ■/ . " 

. Davis Was convicted on the conspiracy indictment on October 14, 

1049, and sentenced to five years in jail and a §10,000 fine* The following 

months, he was expelled from the How York City Council and also lost. his ; 

* ’ 1 . ■ ' ' * , '* - 
voting registration* Davis 1 conviction was upheld by the United States 

■ ■ > v ’ " b y \* /v, *■ i 

Court of Appeals in August, 1950* ■ He began serving Ms prison sentence ' 
on July 2, 1951, and was conditionally released from the United States 
Penitentiary at Terre Haute* Indiana, on March 1, 1955* Immediately 

after bis release, he began carving a contempt sentence at the Allegheny 

* '*•* i*' . *v*\ v ■ ■ y ’ ' i ‘ 1 ;, _ 1 § - 

County Jail, Pittsburgh* Pennsylvania, which' resuited from his testimony 

‘ ' r 1 ' * • ' >*. v ’ '■ r 

B ' 4 1 b t ■ fc * K " ' * 

as a defense witness in the Pittsburgh Smith Act ease* Davis was, released 

* * "■ . * * , * J V- ' * 

on April 15, 1S55, ■ : \- ' “ 

* - 1 - ■ x * * * * > 

'* ■ „ * • * * 4 i* * * ** * > , 

• - * J ** - *> * * - i 1 „ ■ ■ . ' 

- r * f L f , |f ^ * ' + , » i t V * ■ > V 


ry.r* 

xt> 


< . 


r 



V 


c * 


Davis has never been tried on the membership provision ol tbs 


Smith Act and io free On bond of 05, COO V/hicb was posted in July, 1948* 
No trial date has been set, (100- 149163-100, 109; 196, 997) * . * 




Internal Security Act of 1050 ‘ , >■ ‘ ‘ - , ; 

Cn March 15, 1062, Davie was indicted Sot violation of Sections 

j * 

TSKhand 794 j Title 50, U. S. Code (.‘f ailure to register the CPUSA with the 
Attorney General under the provisions of the Internal Security Act of 1950.). 



Eoftd of $5* 000 was posted in this case and no trial date has been set. This 

• ; *i * a ’ • + fc B ^ J „ * 1 


trial v/iil be held in the District of Columbia* (100-149163-997) 


Appearance-Before Congressional Committees' - - * •. 

E wnfrh > .i III i .uM. i t ) 11 ■ ■ ifr I . I » I I ' 1 i i ;fpm». I HH|tiH i Uini li t . , , r * 

. 1 - « . , * ■ t 

Davis testified before the Subcommittee on Legislation of the ‘ 

/ r . ,i ' . 

Committee on Un-American Activities, United States House of Representatives , 


on February 20, 1908, as a representative of the CPUSA* He presented a 
prepared statement opposing- legislation to curb or control the Communist 
Party* USA* .(61-7582-1505 encl.- pp. 445-455) - • .. 

v " 4 *. f * a ’ " * ■ 4 J « 

Cn February 3 , i960, Davis testified before the Senate Internal 
Security Subcommittee investigating communist activities in the United 

■ fc * -p * 

. ■ » m « +. * + * - I 4 

States* Davis refused to answer questions, araioliing the First anti Fifth . .. 

4 , ' ■ , * ~ ~ # # t + B I** t ^ ^ 

V ^ ^ ^ 

Amendments. (Communist Leadership, "Tough G uy" takes Charge, Hearings, 

Senate Internal Security Subcommittee 86th Congress, 2nd Session 
February 2 and 3, 1960, pp. 67-69 , . . ^ % 


4 ’ J 




* l , 

I 




*• - , <■ 


• Davis also testified on February 8, I960, before the Committee, on 
Un-American Activities, United States House of Representatives. He refused 

*| «. 1 . ' % ' * * ■* ft 1 ' ,* ; r 

to answer any questions respecting his activities as a communist by first 


self-incrimination. (Communist Training Operations, \Part 2, hearings HUAC, ~ V- ; i 
. ■ 86th Congress, 2nd Session, Febi, 3, 1960 App; 1391-1394) . 

Physical Description and Health -A ’• ; ; ' . ■ ; +?*■[■■■ ' '• - y- "V j 

\ . .* • - . ; . ‘ y •: ;v- • \ ~ \. ' _ ,/.y 

; Bfcvis is of heavy builtk ' He is ski feet* two inehsi talk, and / ■' V f\ ' / * * 

i, • T t I ' * ' * 1 * t '*/" .1 i ” . ' \ ■ ' ■ * ^ 1; * * J . . 

weighs approximately 235 pounds. His hair is black and thinking. Over -/A* ■ 1 

1 




the years, Davis has suffered from bad health. In 1852, he was operated : ‘ . \ 

-t v - • ..v* ■■■ ■■ : i. 

* on for hemorrhoids; in 1955, fora slight cataract condition; in 1^56, he-'.^. . \ \ | 

suffered from polyps and a badly sprained back which required that be wear 

■ . • * . • * ■ .. - r, ’’ * . : ■v.’-:'.. •' . _ 

a brace and while slowly, hi 1959V he underwent X-ray treatment foi^. back • ; 


v 


4 
' ;• 
x 


, J 


fc injury or from a .kidneyv . ; . = ; * A' y 

*' ‘ * ' A ■ r. ‘ t \ * * . **^* * r .Tl; t 

ailment. In. May, 1900, he had a wart removed from his eyebrow. Kd VV -' i : ? ■ *’ 

,v ■ * ; •> . \ - ^ . •: v« . ■:* \ \ A- \.v .V -n, 

malignancy was detected, (loo- 149 163 - 3 ; 298 : 116 ; 228 p. 8, 230/233; /OT ,05 4) Av; ' V 


Address 


*■ 1 
i ■ 

.f \ 


Davis ha3 resided with, his family at Apartment 3E, ?10 Riverside ' =' 

Drive, Nat; York City, since October, 1956. (ibo-149 163-283, tosi) * 1 A. : A 

* T " - ‘ 1 ' -* 1 .* " j * % • ' ^ 






Marrlane and Children 


- • Benjamin Davis was married to 

1 * * * 

American, 


a white native-born be - 

: i - - b7C 


. £ 


•• : . 2P. ; :A‘ 

... . ■ •; , 3 ’ ; /• 


j . 


» ;« ; 


* 


•V-.* . * ► ■ * - 

1* " * i ^ 


' ‘r , * 



jecame active: in CPU$A affairs as early as 1941*' She 


:* • - Yft8.it member of the Communist Political Association in 1944; registered With ,, 
tlje.'Ainorican Labor 1949 and 19 50; was employed at Communist 

- , ‘ J , /■ ~ . '* r z \ * _ ,■ , * -/ * •, 

Party headauarters in 1951; worked as Secretary to die bead of the CiVU ^igi its. 

* + ' <. / * ‘ ' v-*'\ 7 V ^ 1 " ‘ * 1* . . „ . „ * * * * 

Congress* from 1959 to 1955; reportedly attended tha first session of the 16th 

:* / * 1 . • ! ' ■ ; * ■ t « 

.. ' : / Rational Convention of the CPUSA in February* 1957; and in the Spring of .1958, 

f *■ * * + . * P a t , p ^ * ' * r ' ' ,. * ^ % “ ' , * , * 

' ■* *■ % ■ m * ¥ " ” r * * W " ft. "® 4 ' . ^ 1- -' I r * ^ J. t ■ f 4 ■ 

■ ' ; /■ was proposed as Organizational Secretary and Treasurer Of the Wet; York State 

* ', / ■’* *? ' ' * 0 / '* ' 4 ; ’V * /'■ * >* ' 1 . ' * ’ ... 

-■ • Communist Party* • ' >.. .. 


,b6 

■b7C 


Since 1958, 


has indicated that she has no interest in 


/ 

e 

r 


the Communist Pai*ty cause* The DaVises have had frequent arguments because 
. ' - of her attitude towardthe Party*, their precar idus financial situation, and their 

•• ■(’ V •' . S'* *•’*' i'-' ‘ ■ I ■■ *' ' ' ‘ — 

. i inability to agree on raising their daughter* During 1 1960 and 196 1,L 

.*:*. A'---/ - •** . :. •/ ' ■ - ■ A ■ ■ 


* % i M ' * - ■ * 

.. 7 . 7 wll 9 already bad a Bachelor of Science degree in: education, attended Hunter 

i'jft j ’*ij>*\ / w l * v . v 7 >„ ' ■ : f * . - (t '* . ' , o 

• • .*•,•?• College,* Hew York City, taking courses which would .enable her to svAUfch from 

* ■ 4- . * r - ■ * ' - * * * • t * ■% * ~.* r • / 

* / + ■ t y~- '■ , , . i v ■ 1 7 ■ J 

.■ secondary to elementary teaching* in the Fall of i961, she became a full-time 
■/./ kindergarten teacher at tho Moshoiu-Ivlontefiore Community Center, Bronx, 

•:/fi ' ' # ■ *' * ; r .■ 't ' /’ . ^ \ \ r i l \ r 

/Viy ■ * - " , / / *• * f. . . " ,0 'v i 

^ ■ ;■ ; Hew York, which is supported by tiie Federatibn of Jewish Philanthropies* •*. 

• 7i ’>' '- 7 .-. ■/ -7r-- J 7^' • '77 7 J . v * ;■ 

/ ' ■. RIir fhic rimnlrt\»wotvt nSSffoi* lifts* , ... 


/ ; . she outainsa mis 0; 

/ > V m * .7' * : ,• -V * •* / v 
* ■ » 

d *,# * 1 ft. ft t “ ,* * r # 

*Eee Appendix 1 for Citation, 
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Fare Quality and Influence in Part? 


His '• ■■ ■ ", '■• 

’ . ' - , . y i * u 

, f ->' * * . 1 ** 

language is often profane* In spite of his education, fie is prone to use r 'ain f t*’ :, v 

■■;:■■' - V ■ :. - v . ;.;V ..>;/■•■ •' v ,y. ■". ■ >■ 

and double negatives. * His morals ar ©dubious* By a former girl friend, he ,*> .7 

" *■ - i' . ' ^ * " " *' <C - *' *, , 

reportedly fathered an illegitimate Child in 1947. ;. (100-149163-102,. p. 9; 383, '228, p. 5 ) 

j- ■■ • *- ■-•’ *, .•'*■■ ■’ .* .. * • V', . - ■ \ •* l '. ■ *■' -7 '*•' 

Davis is said to have several idiosyncrasies. Heavoids traveling - . 7 

■. • '■ .'■■ ■ • . \' ;•** . * - ?;• ' *•*•/'; x* •: 

■ j * , , ■ ■ / i * ; ( ■! * *, ' v ■ - ^ 

by air, and at one time stopped wearing a watch because he feared the effects, * ; ..:• >' J/ 
of radiation from. the' radium dial* (100- 149 163-615, 467)'- : -V"' • ‘ v« ■ ' ' V;': 

' . . / * - . ‘ * * ‘ , . ' 'w f ’ ’ ... * 4 ’'- % 

t . ' - ^ / * -_ ' , 

■"■ Davis has been described as a 3?arty /‘toads" and a "windbag" who ■ v *.$ 


n 


■r- 


t- 

•-'••• /J- 

. ' ‘ " i . 


of Ids egotistical manner and callous disregard tor people. Gus Hall regards 
Davis as an oppertunift, undisciplined, and demoralised. There is an iadl* : y , / t z - 

} *- * c* ■ * \ % . i ' <V * ** \ . - ^ 1 \l 'v. ^ s* w /■ ' -* ’ 

. cation that the jfarty does not completely trust Davis. (100-149163^445, p; 17 ; , 557, : ; 

192, p.9, 65^^. of ^'top SWy officials, : 

suspecting that some of them have undercut him . He ; bar bore resentment toward 
those ho feels haVe impeded his progress in the party. (100-149163-501, 445, p. i 7 ) -, 

t * . .* * % * - .. 4 * a . * / 1 ^ 1 ''/-i % 

\7h0n Davie was a New yorfe City eoimciimmy he enjoyed ^e.;,v ; ;V’ V ■■ - ■ 

. ;V ./.■ \ ■ ‘v ■ 

contacts, and prestige botii in Bar lorn and nationally . & is, reported that chat ' ^ 
least one occasion several years ago, he Wai eons iderl% Teavfig the' c^mmunief *. - -V 
“ ‘ ' “ " — ‘ i m. (100-3-1126, p/ 80; 100- 


.149163-102, p. 9, 661) .. , v ;- 

■ F y f i . ’• : i , U ***T .* " \ " *f y % 

* * -- . * i - * r * ■ -. * ./ ■ 
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ROBERT GEORGE THOMPSON 


Birth and Family Eaclvmonnd 

^ \ . ' . 

Robert George Thompson, white, was born June 21, 1215, at Fruifcdale, 

Oregon*, Bis father, Harold Condon Thompson, 'was born in Oregon anil bis 

mother, Ernestine or Christine Men, was born either in tim stats of Washington 

*y 

or in Oregon. Thompson's grandfather settled in The D^ias, Oregon, area prior 

to 1900, served as County clerk for several terms, and the Thompson family was 

well respected in tbatcommumtyv Robert Thompson had two brokers and one 

sister* one brother died of h^lnenaa at the age of oh: and his sister died of 

pneumonia when she was 31, Thompson's Mherwas^ boilermaker and sheet 

metal worker. Be long; was interested in socialism and joined the Communist 

Party, USA (CPUS A), in;i9$4, remaining a member until his death in 1943, 

■ , . ■ (100-52444-209) < ' 

Thompson’s;' mother is presently confined to a rest home, in Tacoma, 


Washington* 


also lives in Tacoma, is very antl- 


. r 


communist, and hae> indicated he wishes to have nothin to do with RbhertrV 

;-r . . ■' v . 

Thompson* (100-52444-1553, 1557) >. ' . 

Education \ j 

Timmpsomjktended grammar school •&&$ one term of' high school ih 


Portland, Oregon, /leaving school in 1939 to worh in lumber mills and logging 

* 

camps in Oregon, ,(100-52444-209) . . 


Communist Party/Activiti5s ■ 

O i , ,>t‘. 


I 


Thompson and hie family moved to Oakland, California, in 1933 where 

I 1 ■ ' 

Thompson worked! for the Continental Can Company, the Sante Fs Railroad in 




II 


f .11 


31 


V ' i 


s 


Richmond, and as laborer and machine operator in a number of other plants ; 

- , • : • • "" ' ’ fv ’ ' /'*’ ; 

in that vicinity i ■ ; ' ' ' ; 

He joined the CPUSA in the Summer of 1933 because he had come 
to the conclusion that strikes which he had observed proved that workers 
needed organization to improve their conditions and the CPUSA was the 
instrument which could achieve this, Be indicated that during 1933 when , 
there was an important cotton strike in the San Joaqui^ Valley, California; 
the Communist Faifty and the Trade-Union Unity League* mustered Support 

for the strikers. He then began to. read the Western Worker, * the Rally 

% 1 * . ‘ ” ■ " :„+'!'***'* 

- ' • ‘ J “ , v - \ .t * - * , . ^ 

Worker, 15 and other Marxist literature which convinced him that the struggles 

of the workers were not isolated struggles against employers but part of * '■ 

a broad struggle against exploitation and the capitalist system. Accordingly, 

he joined tlie ^ Farty. (100-52444-65) . • : - r 

• ' Shortly thereafter he joined the Young Communist League (YCL)* 

■ ■ ;% v : - . <; : 

becoming geptioa Organizer of the VCL in Oakland in 1934 and a member • 

’* P ' P|1 p - ¥ ^ ’ B * | ^ . r r J ^ " .. ft 

of the California State Committee of the YCLin 1933* In 1935# he went 
to Moscow as a visitor to the Congress of the Young Communiot lnternational 

held in September of that year and remained in Russiauntll November, , 

• ‘ - ‘ ■ - v '■ *-■ 

1936. V/hlle there, he worked at the Kaganovich Ball Bearing Plant in • 

.■ Moscow ae a maintenance machinist. From Russia, he went to Spain where 

he served in the International Brigade* of the Spanish Republican Army in 1S37 

> . " . * ' , ^ y ^ - < ' " % 1 * ' ' 

* See Append: I for Citation. . ‘ 
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Ia May, 39 30, he went to France using a Spanish passport issued to Koberto Ponce 

i , ( , % * f '* * " 1 

Tomes, 1 served two months in jail in Paris tor being there without a visa, and 

„ ‘ ' ,■ ... • . J . • V ' • 

returned to the United States J i\. , I • 

* ’ » < ' * ’ - - v h , . ’ * ' ‘ 

. «' * 1 w m * . t . % t „ T ^ ^ t 

Thompson became Ohio State Secretary of the YCL in 1938, . Vice Pres- 

* + M | * » . ( J + _ * 

ident and a member of the National Committee of the .YCL in 1939. In .1941, he 

* ■ - > - i\ ^ f 4 ^ , t _ ' , ^ 

became active, in the YCL in New , York. After his discharge from the U. S. Array 

y ■. ■' 

(November 28, 1941 to' August 23, 1&43), he was; elected National Secretary of the 

1 ' * r * ■ i / . . 

V * V ■ . - ■ - - 1 , ' ■* / • >*■- 

v V* „ ** 1 . ~ ( * . ** 

YCL and wrote acolumn for the Daily Worke^. When the YCL was dissolved in, j 

t r * ‘ i ’ ‘ ^ J - ' w t * " » * 

October, 1943; . he was elected a member and Co- Chairman of the National Com- 

. - . . ' . r . *■ l a <■ - • - 

1 , " j * * . ■ * i i - * - . \ < : ■- 

mittee of the American. Youth for Democracy* * successor to the YCLvioo- 52444- 1409 

;■ :• . . ■ •' . . -■ = 125 , 209 ) 

In “ 


r f Thompson took an active part in the dissolution of toe Com- " „ .. 

munist Political Association. He was a member of the Nominating and Presiding 

. ■ ' r ' .* 4 ’ 1 . ■ — 

. _ , ■ , *- - * t . ’I / j* 

Committee, the. chief committee of the July, 1945, convention which reconstituted 

r’ ' r * ■ . , '* \ . * • . ' * ‘ ' 

*>- ; 1 ' . . ■ " - ■. t , \ j * . - . , . . - " # 1 

toe CPUSA* He was the communist candidate for Stete Comptroller of New York 
in the November, 1946, elections. By . 1947, he had become a member of toe - 

. '► . ’r 1 4 r ^ i • ' * * * „ '* . 

' , , ? - . , - * 4 -i , * ' ’,***. - ,<■ - * ■ h 

N ationaf Secretariat, the National Board, and', the National Committee of the CPHSA, 

■ \ ‘ • ‘ - 

and was State Chairman and member of .the State Committee, State Board, and ' , . 

•/, : * -* :A i • . ‘ ‘ . a**; •“ 

. State Secretariat of the New York State Communist Party. (100-52444- 1409) 

i + ^ tr. ^ ■ d •* J f J ^ + ^ *_ J ’ * * 

* After Thompson^ Smith Act conviction (appeal procedures lasted from 

October, 21, 1949, to July 2, 1051), he was free on bond. At. the time of his 

..A f t '/ ’ , ^ ., f- '■ ;. • - 

disappearance in July, 1951, Thompson was a. member of the National Board of 


*See Appendix I for Citation. 
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. r v 

If* 

the Forty* member o! the Hathmal Committee*- Chapman 62 th6 How Yoj?!s 

- k 1 , j *■ * , 

State Communis; Party, aid a member of the HBteni Veterans Committee* (100-52444 - 
• : ’. - • ‘ ’ ' J 1409, 125) 

Thompson vas located on August 27, 1S03, m& was incarcerated 

r •' ■ *- 1 , ** ■ ■ * 

ui$£$ 20, %$$% v/han fcO vma gOte&d M bail ponding & rsvlowby th$ 

u. S* Supreme Court oS contempt citations levied neatest him for bio failure 


J t&eurrqjdor in 1951. Eqfrvaett June, IC57, and Hfey, 1059, Thompson woo 
.<■ . Hsihml Executive Secretary of the- Party aitda member- of fe.Hatio&sl 
Committee cad the Hattoflal Executive Committee* He also functioned as 

■ ■ . i * -' 

National Crganisatioaal Secretary port o£ this time* (ioo-52444, 1228 , 1249,1305, 1366, 

I 1452, 1287) 

Tlwmpoon was retuvRed to foil' ha r.Cay, 1059, and Ok September id, 

- . . r 1 

\ - 

1060^- ^eu|«$$3ry> l£&3. Heo^i# 

f " 

4> ‘ ^ \ 

violated one of the ter mo of bio releasor fa# contact rath Forty members) by 

i * 4 « 

, ■ visiting Forty headquarters, attending communist functions, as&feivteg on . , 

“i ' 

ofSairwi^ a Forty member, As artieis of h& "^l^ruSs^ ft* 

# # f , 4 
Peaceful Coexistence and for Party W®a Ties, m appeared in the- £*areh, 

1961, issue o2 Political Affairs** communist theoretical organ. ( 100 - 52444 - 1493 , 1490 , 

^--^,-,;--rr-:r-:-,;;f , 1483, 1497) 

hi t£ay, 1962, Thompson was elected National Executive Secretary 
of the Forty, & member Of the E&tional Committee, aid member Of a com* 

mittee cn oreaoiaation. Uortethat month, bo porticipeted in a dobete at: 

Her?' York Univoroity on tbo subject, M The Ultimate Road to Peace, w md 
opobo at a fraternity hoece of icidiisan s^te Uitereity*. During the 

^see AjjpendbS ' t f# citation. ■ ' ' ■; , , . 

i * ‘ ■ ■ ' A. 

' * " i t **< . 
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Summer and early Fail <& 1932, he tools an emended organisational tour for the 
Party to ths west coast. In Catcher* IS 62, ho was elected District Or ganger 

of the New York District Communist Farty*.{100-52444-l53l, 1540) 

' ^ H 

t" * 

fl 

)i , * -a ’ * 

Poyai.rm Travel • .. . > , , , ■ ■ 

ta August* 1035, Thompson obtained a passport and sailed for Franca 
on tka ss A&uitaaia. Ho went to. Moscow as a visitor to the Congress of the young 
Communist International hold in September, 1035, and remained in Russia until 
November, 1033. - In January* 1937, fee Trent to Spain where £3 joined the Inter- 
national Brigades of the Spaniel Republican Army* In. January, 1933, fee returned 
to the United Sates and in Hay, 1933, again went to E^anfcei using & Spanish pass- 
port issued to Roberto Ponca Tomes. Me there, ha was arrested for not having 
a visa* convicted* and sentenced to a two -month term in a Paris prison; He then 

^ * * J * , , 

* - . t 1 * f I M ' 

returned to the United states. In July* 1641* he attended a conference o£ young 

* * JL * f " 4 

communists in Mexico- City* and in 1940* attended a conference of the LShor - ' 
progressive Party (Communist Party) Of Canada. ■ (100-5244-64, 125, 209) 

, ^ - t. ,* , ** ’ ■" ' - *,*a 

Smith Act of mW * .- * : , L . 

. , ■ * , ** 

Thompson was indicted on July 20, 1048, for Violation Of Sections 10, 

11, and 13; Title 10, U. S. Cede (conspiracy and membership clauses, of the Smith 

- * v * ' ' - ^ * ■*• ■ . „ ^ ■ * a . 1. •' 

Act), tried and convicted on the conspiracy Charge* and sentenced m October 21, 
1940* to three years' imprisonment and fined $10,000, He ms released ea bail 
on November 3, 1849*. end a bench warrant wan issued for hie arrest by the 
Southern n District Court of New Yorh on July 2* 1951, when fee failed to appear to 
serve sentence. 


sP 


m See Appendix fe. 
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Thompson was located at Twain Harts, California, on August 27 r 

/ ' " ' * ‘ * * * l 
* - ■ * ' / y * * t k 

1953. He was found guilty of contempt of court on September 16, 1953, and 

■ / - ^ _ - **■ . , . v • 

sentenced to four years. He Was released on bail on June 20, 1957, from the 

1 . - , * . -i 

U„ S. Penitentiary, Atlanta, Georgia, pending a/review by the D. S. Supreme 

• - ' 4 " J - - 

Court of the contempt convictions of Gilbert Green and Henry Winston, who 

, Tfc 

4 ” f ^ . ■ 

were indicted with Thompson in July, 1948, and who also failed to appear , 
for confinement in July, 1951. , ' , ’ . ' : . . ' * ■ - ; 

On May 20, 1959, Thompson appeared in the U. S. District Court, 

, \ 7 1 v . • 1 . . i ( - •" 

Southern District of New YorU, sad was r emanded to custody of the U. S*-:. 

♦ . . * ' * ,** ! * % r ' \ * . ■ * * - v 

Marshal to serve the remainder of a 17*mpath. Sentence for contempt of 

court On September 14, I960, he was conditionally released from the 
' • ' * ■' .-V. * \ 

U> S. Penitentiary, Atlanta, Georgia, his probation extending until January, 

1962. His indictment on the membership provision of the Smith Act still 

remains outstanding. ( 100 - 52444 - 64 , 1524 , 1488 , 1458 , 1539 ; 100 - 412902 - 159 ) 

Military Service ; ; •; /. /■ ' ■ ' . .. ■ / 

Thompsmi served in the U. S* Army, Company C, 127th Infantry, 


from November 28, 1941, until August 23, 1943. He became a Staff Sergeant;, 
and served in the Buna area in' New Guinea, He was awarded the ptstin- 
guished Service Cross for leading a patrol across the Konombl River under - 

enemy fire.. Thompson Was later hospitalized with malaria and tuberculosis 

, " ■-_**._* ■ ^ 

and discharged from the Army because of Ulnsss.(100-' 52444 f i2O 9? 355) ' 


r & 


'il , 

i-* 


Health 

At Army-lncurrcd Disability 

Thompson vm ft* M &a$$ dwrmg 1 yfi$M war s$ and, n$ 

a result tsalim vMtsi a short fc&p, He mu ialso j&^lfciiizOid with m a l a r ia and 
tuberculosis. As a result, he received a monthly chech of $|3& from the 
GovormnOnt for WQ% disability Incurred while in the thS* Army, Sin July, 

1053> hot Dwr> he had his Veterans Administration benefits ouspendod when 
he became a fugitive following his conviction under the Smith Act* 

immediately following his arrest in August, 1958, Thompson applied 
for reinstatementof H® disability payments, 'The veterans AdminSetratioa' 
held that he w&$ not entitled to benefits aincd his conduct subsequent to the 

commencement of the Korean War rendered assistance to an enemy Of the 

* ‘ * t * . K 4 ' . 

United states. Following rejection of bis appeal in June, 18(50, by the District 
of Columbia District Court, Thompson tOOha direct appeal to the U. s. Supreme 

* ' t * *"■ 

* V » 

Court, The Supreme Court agreed with the Government's contention flint this 
type Of action cannot fca talmn directly to the Supremo Court, in its ruling* the 
Supreme Court pointed out that Thompson must first tabs his appeal to the District 
of Columbia's Court of Appeals* 


Columbia Court of Appeals and on July 12, 1862, the Court of Appeals 
remanded tfco case to the District Court with instructions, to the District Court 

►* t " * * 

to remand to trm Administrator of the veterans? Administration for a determination 
as to whether Thompson’s Speeches and writings did, in fact, rer4er assistance 
to as enemy as defined in the Veteran s? Admiaictratloa Forfeiture Statute. On 

* * i 1 * * , t 

April: 18, i860, the Board of Veteran^ Appeals again upheld the Forfeiture order 
. ond ths Administrator of the Vetera A dmin istration approved tills decision. 
Thompson* c attorney lias indicated a further appeal Will be taben. 

(100-52444-133, 1472, 1475, 1476) 
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B* Prison-Incurred Accident 


On October 23, 1053, Thompson was assaulted with a metal, pips 


by one 


whilg Thompson was standing in line for lunch 


b6 

h7C 


with other inmates at the Federal House of detention in New York City*. ‘ ' ’ 

i " \ * * - 

- ^ p - V . ' * . - ** . 1 * * H 

Thompson was rushed to St* VincenVs, Hospital, New York City# where r . 

cnaminaticn revealed a possibly fractured SkuUand cuts on the right fore- 
head and the bach of the ekuU, A three-hour operation was performed on ■ 

Thompson that evening which indicated the injuries actually sustained by him j ' 

■ . ~ , * * , , , ■ , , . * ,* ■ 

„ * * . ’ T * # „ f "■ ■ * * 

included skull fracture, brain concussion, fracture of Hie maxillary bone V 

v_ * ■ 4 ’V *%y - w \ 4 v - ■ ** " ‘ ^ - v 

bousathhis nose which resulted in loosening several of his teeth, fracture of 

' - "V ■' ’ " ' ,, ' " - t ** - - ’ * * V r . 

the left thumb, and scalp lacerations. On November 10# 1953,. he whs trass- * / 

ferred from the prison hospital to ' ■Mhmbs ,, prison in New York City. (100-52444- 1095 , • 
V- .. ' ■ ■■ ' ; 1097, mi5) 

V Since that time, Thompson has had occasional trouble with hie 

;* head and has periodic checkups* He reportedly indulges in excessive.. v. ■ ; .! • v ■ 

drinking/ 1 ^ompion 1 ^ tivelfeeV ^^^rown^hate and eyes i 

, f ** ■ h » * 1 * f - * ‘ * * . 

and is of medium build. He has an inverted V-shaped scar over hi3 right eye 

and a mole inside the corner of his right eye. 

■ V: ; . v.' * ' ■' •* -- ■ Y‘ =■- i --- ■;= “• : - . 

Address ’ ' - - ' V. ■ - / - *. • •; .. -V ' 

‘ -Thompson resides at 520 West 113th street# New York City, 

_■ : V ■'■■■ . _ ■; . . . * r r 

: Apartment No. 81, (100-5&444-1501). , ' r 

‘i- • ' ''V ; ’■ .Ur. v' * b6 v. . • 

Biarriage and Children r •" ■: . ‘ b7c , 

1W . NI H| > 1 i, ^ 'll I M MB r i r I I 1 . ^ r ; # *i 

' l r . 


Thompson was married^ 


on October 13, 1039, 


; 
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b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


received a B.S, degree from New York University in 1932 andan*ML&.. degree from 
the New York University School Of Education in 1933, During 1948 and 1949, she 
was enrolled at the New York School of Social Work, Columbia University, working 
toward a Master of Science degree. She was a member of the CP IK A for many 
years but reportedly has nor; left the Party. While Robert Thompson was out on \ 
bail from 1957 to 1959, he was separated from his wife and resided in a common- 

Robert 


law relationship with| | another Party functionary 

Thompson were divorced on November 28, 1961, in Juarez, Mexico, on the 

■» * 

grounds of incompatibility* She is considered to be a neurotic who has been 

emotionally upset for many years and has sought psychiatric help. (100-340881; 

lOO-liSO*? 850 ) 1501 66 > 

Robert married] 


at San Antonio, Texas, and was previously married to 


who 


died in 1954. 


was the Educational Director of the West Side 


Section, New York County Communist Party 00-5 24 A4 loOl) 


T 1 
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CLAUDE MACK LIGHT FOOT 
VICE-CHAIRMAN 
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'• .. f '• CLAUDE MACK LIGHTFOOT , 

Birth and Family Background ; 

Claude Mack Lightfoot, Negro, was bora June 19, 1910, in Lake 

Village, Arkansas, the son of .Thomas and Cora Lightfoot, both born inLaUe 

Village; .* (100-108-78,29; 61-7582-Dies Committee Report,-. Vol. 13, p: 7720, 
* V A-. .. Lightfoot' s testimony) 

Education , " - r V 1 • ■ 


*V- - f 


, , Lightfoot attended Wendell Phillips High School, Chicago, Illinois, 
from September, 1923; to June, 1$26. (irio-108-78, 45) \ 

Communist Party Activities and Outside Employment 
■ A : Lightfoot joined the Communist Party, USA (CPUSA), in 1031 and 

-- f- - 1 / . x ^ r v 

1 ' * 1 . * 1 |4 i * *• * ! , 1 

4 f ■ , ■* t + * ^ ^ ^ B p B 

has been extremely active in a leadership role in the Illinois area (later on a 

1 , I * , n t , « *. * 

* T * ■* ' - . , . . * 

, _ l ■ * » - , J ' ■ _ , » , f 

national level) ever since. . By 1933,. he had become Section Organizer of the 
South Side Section of Chicago and, in 1935, was. a member of the National Com- 

mittee of the Young Communist League* (YCL),. the District Eoard of the YCL, 

' - a-v • ' ,V * . 3’ . .a ; •- a, -a a- a 

and South Side Organizer of the YCL in Chicago. He later became State Chairman 

of the YCL. Other positions held in the CPUSA by Lightfoot during the 1930s 
and 1940s included Chairman of the South Side Section in Chicago; Executive ; ' , ' 

- > ’ ■ V T.- . '■ ;• ■ A- , 1 

Secretary, Regional Director, Legislative Chairman, and Acting State Chairman 

* * *■ * . * . ^ 

of the Illinois District; and a member Of the Jjilinois State Committee. He 

attended District training sbhools of the Party, was Educational Director of the 

Party in Chicago, and has been an instructor in overt and secret Party schools. 
a V. '■ • r ; •. ;'(ioo-ip8-78,89, ios) * 1 

. *See Appendix I for Citation. 
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In December, 1950, Lightfoot, then Executive Secretary of the - 

*' i + * 1 ' . - . : ■- 

* J* . m 

Party in Illinois, was elected as an alternate member of the National Com-' 

/ : • - ■ . , j 

mittee of the CPU3A, Eetween August, 1951, and June, 1954, he operated. 

’ ' - ' r, 1 * ■ * - ■ ‘ * . ‘ 4 f 

f - * " * # * r i 

in the underground apparatus of the Part# which ms very active during this . ; 

1 m * / 

period. After emerging from the underground, Lightfoot, who had retained 

* • . «, - ... 

4 r ■ ■ ; * _ , * *. . J 

his position as Executive Secretary in IlUuois, became Chairman of the Hew 
National Administrative Committee, which served as. the open national leader- ■ 

r r * J it r ' ; 7 a ' V« ' ' * , . - * < 

ship of the Party. By November, 1954, Llghtfoot was commuting between 
Chicago and New York City and playing a. prominent leadership role in the 

* ♦ *" r T , * , " fc’ > " , « ^ f 

operations of the CPUS A. In April, 1955, he became Chairman Of the Illinois 

District. (JlOO- 108- 105;943, : 525;. Communist Party , USA, s ’^ m “^. A ^ tl Z lt “ 1 ® n c 1955 
■ January- June, 1951, p. 6;' Jan r June, 1954, p. 4; July- Dec., 1955, p. 6; July- Dec., 19^5, 

Lightfoot was elected a full member of the National Committee and 

■ . v\. ‘ .* ' 

the National Executive Committee in February, 1957, and Vice-Chairman of ; ■ : . 

■ - * * * , * " + - _ - %' * 1 ! ‘ * , " * i . - 

- * ' l . , ^ _ ~ T : , _ * _ ‘ 

the CPUSAin December, 1959. When a National Board was established in 

/ * , * « ^ w *- . . * ' ,■ ,■ T * 

_■. * ■ ■ *■ * , V > J t / 1 

March, 1031, Lightfoot became a member. - Up to November 20, 1961, the 

> 1 ’ a % * * f * * i r _ ** # 

deadline for the CPU$A to register with the Internal Security Division, U,S. ' 

'1 - * ■** ■ I ' t V f , J * # 

Department of Justice, as a communist-action organization, Lightfoot was 

t w * * . > * . ^ , - 

known to hold national offices of Vice-Chairman, member of the National 

Committee, National Executive Committee, National Board, and Secretary 

" # - , * * - 

* , m ► + , ► # % 

^ ’ 4 4 „ „ - 4 ■ ‘ , - f 

of the National Negro Commission, as well as Chairman of the Communist - • 

J . 1 ■ r 1 I. " ' - . * *' 1 " - V ' r ■ 

■ , ^ - 1 ‘ ■ . * " ' . 

Party of Illhiois. Since that time, Lightfoot has stated that he. has resigned ; 


rw"' 


from his national positions In the CPUS& and as Chairman of the Party in - 

■ - . • !{•?. • . • 


' ,«»r 


SJ 


. . Illinois* He is reportedly off the party payroll (salary was $90 per week plus 

(100-108-991, 929, 975, 952 p. 1 2, CBUSA, Summary Activities 
; expenses) but privately admits the Party still gives him some money. 

Jan,- June, 1957 pp. 2, 49, 52; July- Dec., 1959, pp, 4, 5, July-Dee. , 19^t p. 7) 

Lightfoot Is not knov/n to have had any employment outside of the V 

. . ■ ■ : ■ ■ ■ ,■■■■' ■ • ■ " : . ■ • 

Party* However* in 1957, he interested in organising a candy business 

■■ J k ‘ ■' * * . , ■ .* _ . " , . * * u 

- * * t . * ■ ■ 

and was spending some time in search for a nev; formula for his candy. • 

■ _ ■ # f 
: Foreign Travel and Lenin School Attendance \ -> > -,\v . 

- * 1 1 * ' . i, - * ^ , - / 

On June 21, 1935, Lightfoot applied for a passport for travel to 

l * * * ‘ ■ 

" r 1 * r * m% , ’ i 

England and France "to study and observe" for a six-month period. .During the 

- * " * _ J 4 " * 1 ^ “ J * , # 4 * , 1 

— % r ^ " . 4. , , » . J f * 

Fall of 1035, he acted as a delegate of the Young Communist League of the 
United States to the 6th World Congress of the Young Communist International 

♦ * V ‘ . ’ ; '■* ‘ 

>. * . * *_ . , * , 

(YCI) held in Moscoya According to the Daily Worker,* an east coast communist 1 

* * i J ^ J T 

* * /i ‘ ‘ ^ 

nev/spaper, Lightfoot was one of three Amor iean delegates who served on the 
presidium of the Congress, and was elected as a candidate for the World Exeeu- 

, * T . 1 , ;• * . * __ ", ■, * v. > * ** - , *’ 

: . tive Committee of the YCL_. (100- 108-78, .105, 45; Daily Worker, 11/2/35., p. 1) 

v ** ■ . :*•* *' * '* . ' ’ T ■ * * ■* . * 

Lightfoot has on many occasions in addressing closed meetings of the 

CPUSA referred to his attendance at the Lenin Schohl*^ in Russia. One source/ 

J ‘ f ' \ ■ /. ' ■ '• ‘ ■ , 

who has furnished reliable information in the past, placed his attendance at 

some period bstv/een 1933 and 1937, whUe another source indicated Lightfoot 
' attended this school in 1933.(100-108-78 (Charles Ray), 89 (Maurice Malkin) 

Smith Act of 194Q 0ip . . ’ ■■ . .... - ‘ 

/ . . Lightfoot was indicted on May i'4, 1954, for violating the membership 

provision of the Smith Act, was convicted on January 26, 1955, and sentenced to ' 

• t- . • « . ■ 

^ See Appendix rj. for citation. • , 

,■ ** See Appendix n. :* - 43 ' ■ ' • .. . 


five years and lined $5, 000* His conviction Was reversed by the Supreme Court 


on September 24, 1957, alter the Government admitted that the trial judge had 

# 

failed to properly apply the Jencfce 1 Law with regard to production of reports of 

Government ? witnesses; • . . 

^ ' *' 

Lightfoot*s retrial was held up for several years pending decisions 
by the Supreme Court in .the Junius Scales and John Noto, Smith Act membership 
cases* These cases were finally decided on June 5, 1861, and, based on the 

- J 

high standards of evidence which the court held necessary to sustain a conviction 
under the membership provision ol the Smith Act, as well as the fact that the 

1 t . 

statutory period had run from May, 1851, to May, >1954,4, the U.S, Government w 

i ’ _ . ' / J 

requested dismissal of the indictment* Thi S was granted oh November 15, 1961* 

/ (100-108-1593, 957, 956) 

Internal Security Act of 1950*$ 

> ■■ ■ i* 

/ On December 6, 1062, the Attorney General filed a petition with 

the Subversive Activities Control Board (SACB) requesting an order for the 
registration of Claude Lightfoot pursuant to the provisions ol the 
Internal Security Act ol 1950, A hearing was held before the SACB in 

Chicago, Illinois, on January 23 and 24, 1963, and on March 5, 1963, 

* * ^ .* 

Lightfoot was requested to register with the Justice Department as a member 


of a communist-action organisation. (* 00 ~ 108-1053; 100-372598-3128, 3 1 3 6 ‘The 

* ' Washington Post & Times Herald, 3/6/63, p.. 

Appearance Before Congressional Committee v 

Lightfoot testtf ied-before the House Committee on Un-American 
■ . • ' ■ J ; ! !v< ! » 

Activities (Dies Committee) during its investigation of un-American propaganda 

! 

activities in the United States, 76th Congress, 3rd Session, on April 11* 1940, 
**See Appendix* II* * ‘ . 

r * ** * 

• ‘ / 44 


'* * - ^ 1 ^ ' fc * ‘S'* r '* V * ' - * ' ^ 

.^gardhiS membership records o£ the. Communist Party in lUiroio, Ho refused 
toproduce any membership records of the C3?USA ^fating that they hod boon 
' destroyed. - Ho also declined to answer, the Question m to Where hie allegiance . ■ 

1 * f * " W * ■" i 

would lie la cesq 02 war fectt&en the tinted States and UieSoviet yaicn.statiny ^ 

tliat the question rad ireolavtot, (61-7582 Dies Committee Report, Volume 13, * 

• .../ pp. 7720-7726) 

Service * % „ 

III II mii*, rn 11,^1 i II, m . *- I 

Cbvde li^htfco^t*^ inducted Iniofha U.&Army on April 10, 1042, ‘ 

" ' * £ ’ >* l ^ ' ► . * 

and boncrabiy discharged m teomte* 20 ( .1045,. os e Quay toymastos* Supply 

i - l , . - - 

Technician, Third Class* Ho had no battle or campaign duty. Ho served in 

r ' 

r . ’ . » I ff ’ * * 

the European Theater Of Operation from June 7, 1043* to RovembUr 19, 1045. 

- * * • ' - - % - * ■ 

• . .-■ \ . ■--.* — *•..*;:■ + y - : *. 1 .* ' 

LishttcctTeCGlved theVlctory .BCedal* the Amgrtcan Tlieater Elbhon, the 
Ear opean-Ahrican hCe&U, the Eastern Theater Ribbon, and the Gcsd Conduct 
Medalr Hio character rating mo excellent and ids military record reflect^/. 

that no disciplinary actionwaa taUem (100-108-41,- 78, 66) . . . . 

1 . " . + * « + * ’ » ' ^ # h # B 
Health - ’ ' - v - • ' ' • : ; ‘ ' ’■ '_ ** f ; * 

. There is no indication that Lightfcot has suffered from any major 

health problems Oyer the years . However, in September, 1959, he did undergo, 

= ' ' y ^ % . , ■ " ''-V \ * , -- \ - y * y 

- a series of H-ray tests which, although not showing any signs of tuberculosis 
or cancer, did reveal one area that appeared to be permanently damaged and 

- * * • * ■ * ■ . j 4 ■ "* . * 

would henceforth fee very susceptible to Infection. ' hi September and October, 

.' . (100-108-926, 899, FBI Ident Record) 

1905, he suffered from an attach of. pneumonia. . Ugbtfcot is five feet, ten Inches 

tali and has blacii hair, brown eyes, a darh ebmpieaioa, and a medium build. 


Address and Living Conditions * , \ , ,, • 

Lightfoot presently resides at 3443 West 12th Place, Chicago, Illinois, 

in a house reputedly valued at $30, 0G0. Since March, 1962, he has considered 
* * " h ■' M ‘ ■ 1 r r «# 

■- establishing a permanent office tor himself to be located at 306 East 43rd Street, 

_ * v , • , * 

, ' , . . s, . ’ I 

Chicago, where he hopes to establish himself as a consultant on social, racial, 

■ , 100-3-104-9-103. : . 

and economic matters. He drives a new, black Ford Galaxie. (100-108-1003, 997, 1053 

. . : -• . unrec ser next 1063) 

.. In November, 1957, Lightfoot acquired a seven-acre farm .about two • 

1 » * - ' * * t j „ , * *■ 

and One-half miles southeast of Monterey, Indiana, which is in the northv/est 
section of the State.. It is isolated from other farms and the only access to the 
property is by a lane wliich winds through an open, field. Lightfoot reportedly 

• m ■ ► ' * * f it * 

lias purchased an additional 70 acres. The buildings consist of a white shingle 

. f - ’ ' •- •; 7 ^. 1 ; . ■ ■. “v _ 

house, a large barn, and a brooder house; \ " * ' . I* 

- V The property itself is worthless as farm land due to the extremely . • 

sandy nature of the field, so Lightfoot decided to transform it into a summer ' 
resort for Negroes. In 1959, a sign, stating ’’Indian Hills Resort, Earl's * 

. - J ' ,, ’ 'v* ^ J ^ - > , ' * 

Lounge, Rooms and Food, n hat! been erected at the road leading into the r ,\ . 

‘ *. - W - ■ * V ' % ^ % - 7 # ' /« / > 

, «JT- _ ’ T . ' J ^ ^ 

property.' The barn was cleaned out and painted so that it could be utilized as 
a meeting place or dance ball. The brooder house was divided by partitions 
into motel-type room3 where individuals or families could reside for as long ■ 

* * - i ' \ i v . "■ 

. . . * ’ V ,*,■ * * t * ; v , * <** - - 

as a week, , (lO.O- 108-975, 892, 823, 612) • • , ; - . . . ! ' / ' . 7 - ^ 

Marriage and Children . - 


Lightfoot was married first to 


be ■ 

b7c 


\ and divorced from, her on August 6, 1937. Be married Geraldyne Gray On 


v March !, 1939. She had a long history of Communist Party activity and at 


1 . * ' t*t 


b6 

* b7C 


the time o5 hoy deaths on tlay 13, 1062* tsas a member of the National Committee 
©? the CPU3A* Wn&* Lig&tfoot went to the Soviet Union oii April 1, 1062, for 
' medical treat ment/icqompanied by 


a practical irarce 


■be A 

b7C 


' . v ♦ f ' tj* - 

cmd a party member. fherc indications that In obtainins soviet visas,, 
officials of tta cp USA did not give tho Soviets a true picture of Ger&idyne’s 

i - -■ ' * ’ ! * v * F ■ ‘ , 

Condition (cancer), since it was feared that the Soviets Would net grant tfco visa* 
not matins her to. die in Euaoia as did William Z. Foster, Chairman Emeritus 

„ i * * * ,x 

of the CP USA, soviet doctors apparently quickly recognised the situation Since 
on April 18, ISG2, the Americans, ware returned by tho Soviets to the United States 


.-via Canada* Lightfoet has one adopted son, 


who reputedly has a con- 


dition resembling epilepsy w&eh cteese the child to have fits* (lob-ios-78, 102. 

, 1003. 997: 100-235482-234;“ 100-235482-60, p. 2 CG 5824-S) • • . 

Personal Life . - • <•.' , ■ '■ 

Plfl >■ " . r ■ i t , * - 

Since the death of his wife, Gpr&ldynS, in fSay, 1262, Uightfoot b&a 
engaged in a number of sauorcus pursuits, earning somewhat of a reputation m : ' 
a playboy because of his frequent visits to night clubs and taverns with female 
companions, ho often entertains womea on. weekends at his farm near PAenterey, 

* 1 ** - * ' * t wm * 

h * f ( 1 r - " f * i- t , * K P| ^ % * a, 

Indiana.’ Llghtf cot’s personal life has become a topic of hicro&slag discussion 

end concern within tfis Communist ‘Forty because his eiitracurricular activities 

lave impaired his effectiveness as a Forty leader and also have been publicly 
, 1 * 1 *' » . ♦ . , ■ * * * 

ombarrt^smg to die FCi'ty* (100-108-1007, 1017, 1025, 1031, 1039, 1041; 

■/ '100-3-104-9-102) "... ■■ ' -• 


" V ' 
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HENRY WINSTON 
VICE-CHAIRMAN 



e-l - 


' HENRY WESTON ~ . 

Birth and Family Background ^ * . ■ 

‘ ( t . ' J > ' V / - . 

. , Henry Wia$ton> Nogro^as bornAprilll, 1914, at HatUesbur g, - - . 

* t . ■' T 1 

Mississippi, the eon of Joseph and Lucille Bingham Winston. His parents were 
separated for many years and his father died on October 25, 1939, in, Kansas City, 
Missouri. He has three sisters. 


Attn Lee 


Winston (deceased), and one brother, 
Education 


(100-1473, 1362, 263, 1574) 


b6 , 
b7C 


Winston attended the W« W, Yates Grammar School and the Lincoln 
High School, Kansas City, Missouri, the latter from 102$ to September 23, 1931, 
He left school to seek employmentto assist in supporting hiS family, (1362, 90,32) 

Communist Patty Activities _ ^ 

Winston joined the Young Communist League 1 ® (YCL) in January, 1931, 

v “ ' * - • 1 h ■ , ' ? • ■ ' 

> , t - > . . * 

and became a member of the ComniuaiSt Party, ESA, (CPUSA^in the Summer of 
1931. tn December, 1932, he ieft Kansas City, Missouri, /us a YCL delegate to 
the National, Hunger March in Washington, D. C. and then proceeded to New York 

« " j % " 1 t ■ '* r - h & , - * r * . 

City where he worked for the Young Worker, official newspaper of the YCL. Prom 
about January, 1933, he was employed as YCL Organizer in the Recfhook Section v, 

- v ' ■ * . - V t * .A . * 

in Brooklyn, and in Harlem, New York, *" ' , 1 

* ^ ' i “ /■ - * L, m B . 

’-See Appendix I for Citation. / , - 
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From November, 1033, to May, 3935, he was in ths Soviet Union 

where he allegedly went to study socialism and problems of youth. He has 

... . - 

stated that While he was there h© travelled extensively and made a study of 
Bocialiot industries and the trads^union movement. • 

r , V 4 ‘ T " ’ 1 , r * ^ _ , 

L* * _ ' . « 1 "■ * * *» * *■ ** '??* l 4 . 

Upon Winston's return to the United States in 1935, lie became 

„ * f ' r ^ r i r • * 

Organisational Secretary of the YCL in Cleveland, and, in June, 1035, was 
named to the Ohio District Committee of the YCL. In Etor 011,-1939, at an 
enlarged National Conference of the YCL held in New. York City, Winston 

. - f ' . t * - , * - « # . 

* / ^ .. .>*■**-* . , ^ ^ 4 ‘ * ^ ‘V 

.was named YCL National Organizational Secretary. He- made a second 
trip to the Soviet Union in the Spring of 1337, and on his return was, elected 

V " % * ' / p<j , * , * " , t \- - . * > T J * 4 * * - 

National Administrative Secretory of the YCL at Its convention in May* . . 

1937,' '. •• _ . ♦ ■ w'; . >v •. 

7 . Winston was active in the YCL as editor of the Young Communist 

* 1 7 - . ' 1 ,\Y? * .4 ** A'l **,*'■ ' " ' ‘ ' 

4 * * . . ■ *- * * - . . .1 

Review, ^ official magazine of the YCL, and as director of the YCL Training 

■ r . ' \ ^- K J< '■'$£ vl" . I- ' £ ■ * - * ~ • 

School held at Camp Beacon, New Yorik,€"during 1037 and 1933. ' He was 
re-elected National Administrative Secretary of the YCL in May, 1939, 

- * J 4 ’ . . ■ ^ . * . \ . ** 

ahd.held this office until his 4rfdU6fcloa into the U. S. Army in February, , . * 

> ■ ^ v - . . * ^ '*+*** - * ■ f t , / ■ * 

1942. TiieyYCL was dissolved to 1943* ' (100-1473- 90 records of U.' S. District 
’*'■ - ' ■ . - Court, SDNY, in matter of, U. S.: vs. William Z. Foster) 

Winston became a member of the National Committee of the 

****** ", " n f *'***•*»+. 1 * _ * * 

CP USA In June, 1940, was elected a member of the National Committee - . 
of the; Communist Political Association while in the Ar med Forces in 


. I i 


’* '* > ' ' i 

. ■ , * . ' * f 


\.\ r * . 


, - t J .“ H 
' * * 


A i ".V 

' /.‘p 


. V . ' - 


1944, aud was re-elected a mcmberof the National Committee of the CPU8A 
in July,' 1045* From October, ■ 1045, to,' July# 1346, he served as Secretary of 
the National Negro Commission of the Party,. He was named a member of the 
editorial staff of Political Affairs* in. 1916, \n July of that year, he whs elected 
a-inambar.of the National Hoard and National Organisational Secretary of the 
CPUSA, holding- the latter position until hie disappearance into the Party . under-- 
ground apparatus in July, 1951* > •>•'••• 7- * . 

r .-' , '3 r ^ .. -/ A ■ J . 3 , . ‘ - + " ■ ■ H ' 

7 - 7 . . Winston was a fugitive from July 2,. .1951, f oliowing his refusal to 

surrender after being convicted of a violation of .the Smith Act of 1844** 'until 
his surrender to authorities on March 5, 1956. He remained in prison until 
June 30* 1961, whenhissentence was commuted by President Kennedy* M v 

v. ' . > ■ ‘ 7 . . - 7 7 , ;; ' ■■ ■ . ■ 7 ■ ■ <- - ■ 7 - .{100-1473-263, 1475, 1727) . 

■ Jn. August, 1961, Winston was 'elected to the National Committee, 

.. ' ' ' - r . ' ' =-■ • ' c lt - ' ; , 

National Haecutiva Committee of the CPUSA, and made Vice-Chairman of the * 

’ y--’- ; ’ 7 ' *,.- L ■*■'.* 7 T 

1 Party,'. He received a- salary of , $85 per week ; ' Winston was appointed a delegate' ■ 

' ‘ ^ ' ' . 1 ‘* m V. -/* ' / 7 A ' " '' “ 

, Of the CPUSA fo the 2 2nd Congress dl. the Communist Party of the Soviet Union . 

held in Moscow in October, 1961. WinOton arrived in Nngland on September '23,7 

. 1961, and left. London for Moscow, September 26, 1881; In 1 the early part of ; 

1862, Winston reportedly was instructed to remain based in Moscow as a 7 
' (100-1473-1756, .1770, 1749,, 1751):. - - ; ; •••• ■ 7. 7 * . 7 

'■ M CpuSA cadre/"; paring; 1862, J/ipston toured the Soviet Union and 1 7 . ■ . 

the bloc countries wherb he is portrayed as a martyr and a victim of capitalism. 

•g,eaif6; " ■' '* : v /"* \ ■ ■ 7 -7 '77 7 ‘ s 7 " "7 , V 7,-7 7- . ' y . f_ ' 

VA. Prtor to I860 / '7 ■ - : :7 7 , 7'' 

■ 7 ‘ ■ . Prior .to Winctdh' 0 discharge, from the U * S * Army bn October 3G ? 

1S45,. he was afforded ^ physical examination and found fb meet physical and . . 
mental standards for release*; He subsequently appeared before the Veterans 

* See Appendix! f or- Citation*- /* : - * 7 i; - - ■, . 

- ** .See Appendix U* ; ,7; ‘ ■; '77 •' 5 1-. : r*- 

-■'7.' 77' -7 W ■ : ^V'V-7 7. -.7 r ■' " ,7' . ; '■ .. , 


Administration for compensation for dicabilityallegedly resulting from 

active military service on the basis of. ”1. weakness in the left knee, 

■ - •' j 

, 1 ± #*" " J. ,, * ^ 

March, 1945; 2. Pain in upper left side of body, j October,* 1945, ” this 


Claim Was disallowed for the reaqpn of "not shown by the evidence of record. " (100 
.. 1473- 1362 Ve terans Administration Records) 

In the matter of the United States vs. /.VUliatn !Z. Foster, • /'■ 

, ■ j •• T .. .. • 

Southern District of Hew York, U, S. district Court, sessions of 
. ^ .. ■ ‘ ' 

Augusts, 1949, Eugene Dennis, then Oeneral Secretary of the CPUSA, 

- , \ '* u . r " . ’ # * "v **’ 

* ’ ' T ' * ” - T ^ , •" r , , . . r 

advised the Court that 'Winston had a heart condition end had been, de«- ' ■ / 

prived of consultation with his own physician who was familiar with the * ; . 

» . 1 * t v ■ , i 

' ■ . ■? ■" ^ ■ i" 

case. The Court stated that it had received a report from die U. ’ * 
public Health Service announcing that Winston had been given a thorough 
■ examination including the taking pf an electroear diogram. The, cardiogram _ 
was normal except for, the indication of an occasional eictra beat which was . ■ , 

* ^ ,f l ■*■ ' _ , "* T-aa * ■ g -i * 1 

-not significant. ThebioOd pressure was normal and the report indicated 
;■ that there was 'no reason- why the trial should not proceed. ( ioO- 1473- 1362) 

B, Brain Operation In February. 1960 ; ^ 

On January 12, , I960, authorities a t the U . .■ B* Penitentiary 
atTerreBaute, Indiana, advised that Winston was ill andappeared to be " ... " 

■ losing his equilibrium* They stated that Winston had never been denied , ’ 
entry into the hospital and, in fact*' author ites notedthat Winston had 
... been having trouble walking, so ihey ; hospitalised him* Winston had haver , ^ 
been forced to work while confined at that prison and most of the time 
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he had baea unassignsd- Winston had continuously requested work in industries 

*** '» , ' 1 . * " * 1 * 

T ' ■* n* 4 * 

and only for a short time had been allowed to work in prison industries,^ he 

f " r " , . T 

could earn some money. ’ 5 

.. \ v. .•*, ''-**• -v . V : • • • *• . . '* 

■ . . Later that month, Winston was examined by a neuro-psychiatrist from 
Indianapolis whose findings indicated that Winston had intereraniai pressure which 

‘ I> « * ‘ K * . A * ' t ' 

t_ -# ■ - * 

could be a brain tumor or a brain hemorrhage resulting from high blood pressure. 

v ; \ J. ■ \ ■' ■. . * . ' :• 

On January 21, 1900,' he was transferred to the Medical Confer for Federal Prls- 

■ ** ■ ,"' 1 , 1 : . „ f ' 4 * . ■ * • * * 

i ft _ - * „ - - , 1 *■ t . ( * . . 

oners, Springfield, Missouri, tor further study and possibls surgery. On Janu- 

> . v - ? H * * - . * * - . p _■'**_ 11 *, * */ , t » ,J ' " 1 . t 

ary 30, I960, he was' transferred to the U. S. Detention Headquarters in New 

•• • . . . * v “ • . . •••'■ . 

. , ■ ’ , ** " * ' • r - ' * 

York City to receive further medical treatment at Moatefiore Hospital, New York > 

•- V ; - * ; ; "• ’ V' • ,>-v 4 v ■ v' ‘ ' . .. ’ - 

’ City, He was operated on February 2, 1SE0, for a benign tumor in the brain. ; 

*; * • k • ■ . - • v • • . - - .v ■ • . ■ • ; ; i; ; • ' - 

There rasamarked degree of uncoordinafclqa of gait and he was considered to-be 


legally blind. - V ■ ' . \ \ ■ ' . ; ' • ‘ ' 

V-'- &*.- \r .-i >■-**- . .*:• • -• , 

fflh April 5, 1360, Winston was transferred to the U. S, Public Health 
Service at 0taten Island, New York,' On September 23* 19C0^ he was discharged 

- . . * * " r *• * ** " *■ f \ 4 *- 

from the hospital and transferred to the Federal Correctional Institution at 

y ' *• >' ., - . \ ;■« • v ' . " ** ’ '* '• *. -• 

Danbury, . Connecticut (100-1473-1697) . . : *«_ . * - * 

During the Spring of 1961, Winston was returned to the U. S. Public 

Health Service on Staten island for ah additional operation. In May, 1961, the 

- ■:’* •; ■ . .. . ■ • *./: *. - r . . • - 

U. S. Eoard of Parole instructed that Winston bo released from prison on his own : 

_ t . * v * _ 1 * f •* 

recognisance and that the detainer against Winston based on the 1048 indictment 

w u • * m ~ + 4 _ 1 J . 1 * * # ‘ ' ■ 1 ^ 

* » 1 r * » r * . * / a * t . " * p , y + - 

charging violation of the membership provision of the Smith Act fee removed. 


. 

I* 


y 


Tiiio action m reportedly based on the feet that Winston vracCfco undergo 
a second brain operation end his prospects foe? survival t^ro dim. On 
Juno 30, iS8i # Winston tsa released from prison following commutation 
of sentence by President Kennedy, (100-1473-1727- 1709) 

As of August, tOO,l|- Indications v.uro received that Winston very 
lilioly otiU had a brain tumor but refused another operation because lie t©a 

4 * j # 

given only a fifty-fifty chance for survival* Soviet medical reports- in early 
1862 allegedly reflected that Winston’s condition %8g much stronger, that 

> 4 

liia vision y?a$ 0 per cent In MS right eye and i per cent in bis left, and that 

T (100-1473-1737, 1770; FBI Went Record) 

Hie tumor in bis head bad net spread. Winston is &u, feet* tv/o inches tall 

/ ■ ■ - ( 

and has blach hair, broVm eyes, a Very dsrli completion, and a etoefey build* 

.9 ' . . ' \ 

. Q Communist Campaign fffo .Praa Winston 

/ y Follozving Winston’# operation for c brain tumor in February, 

■*/“ fA * * 

/ 1830, the cpusA began vising ms extensive campaign to obtain parole, 

f r , “ " 1 - L 4 ** 

.: amnesty* os eneeutivo clemency for Winston. This campaign included 
/ (1) deluging the parole board and the Bureau of Prisons with letters and 

ff { * ' s, * ■ * 

/ telegrams urging parole; (2) persuading various minietora and officials 
i.. of pnefh organisations as tfee American Civil Liberties Colon to personally - ■ 

contact high Government officials on his behalf; and (3) printing; articles 

/ 

in Cuze Worl-zor* , People’s World* , and noneom muftis t netTSpapero attaching 
U^TSevcrnmont for its aUOged cruel and Inhuman treatment of Winston,. . 

if' . ^ * * * t * ■* , * ' 4 

Thb.papers claimed the Government Kept armed guards in the hospital and 

assigned iregco-izators” and "Communist-bs^rs, some 03 them ■ 

mentally Sir 1 to his hospital ro0m» (100-1473-1626, clipping next toser. 1693) 

•!; ’ • ; - 
-I •*-*/.. ' - 

^e Appendix S for Citation, “ • 
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In the Summer o2 XCGO, Forty leaders travelling abroad put the 

campaign on an international level*. A July, 1C GO, issue of a French commu- 

» 

otofc newspaper carried an article regarding Winston's treatment and urged 
demonstrations before the American Embassy in Paris and before the Attorney 
General's Office in Washington, B, C. ( 100 - 1473-1689-1690) 

Itt November, 1CGQ, Winston filed a one-miiiion-dollar suit against 
die Government It charged that Winston became blind afeor be nos stricken 
with a brain tumor while & prisoner and contended that his total blindness ms 
caused by delay in diagnosis of Ms illness and ’’negligent and willful’ 1 conduct 
of Federal prison authorities. This suit ms dismissed by the U. S. District 

, " >y 

Court, Southern District of Net? York, in May* S&3I* on Um grounds that the 
Federal, Tart Claims Act did not permit suits by Federal prisoners against the 

- ' * . , r 

U. S# .Government* in February, 1CG2, the Second Court of Appals reversed 
this decision holding that Federal prisoners may sue the Government under the 
Federal Tort Claims Act. In October, 1033, the Government petitioned die 

I ■ : ’ * A 

United States Supremo court to review the decision of the Court of Appeals and 

. * .1 V' ’ ’ r - ■ * * . * 

- * . L * ! 

on December 3, 1032, the Supreme Ccm^ agreed to do so. ( 100 - 1473 -1700-17 6 1 

■ ■ ‘ ‘ * ' 1774, 1778) 

■ After Winston was released from prison in June, . ISfll, the campaign 

1 $© slanted in another direction. Winston travelled to the Soviet Union in 

September, 1GG1, reportedly for free medical treatment, where he has been 

^ -j _ . - ♦ 

put on exhibition by the Soviets as: an example of cruel and inhuman treatment 
of a t?0grh by American imperialism. A Russian newspaper referred to a 
letter written to him by Soviet children who expressed their 1( |cy upon learning 

* t * n \ * 1 r, j 

that you escaped from the American tortur.0 chambers,' and "came to the Soviet ■ 

h “ v ( *- ■ 1 

Union for a rest end medical treatment. ” (100-1473-1761; 100-3-1D4-3411 p2) 
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1 


, Pencil and Italian communists portray him as a victim of , . 

, ' r „ • ^ 1 . , V « 

capitalism. During the Spring and Summer of !962, Winston visited ~ 

the Soviet- bloc countries where he received similar, publicity. , „ „„ 4 

v . . ;.i ?• / (100-1473-1765,1770)// 

Foreign Travel and Attendance at Lenin School f ", ‘ : | 

Winston went to the Soviet Union in November, 1033, and 
returned to the United States in May, 1935. While there, he attended ' \ 
the Lenin School?* He made a second trip toRussia in March, 1937. r 

In August, 1861, Winston applied for a passport for proposed . , . ' ■- 

'f . fr ' ; . ■ ; ■ ' ' , r * . C 

travel of three months'duration to the Soviet Union, France, England, 

and "possibly other" 1 countries for the purpose of medical treatment. He 
’ .. ' - r 7: V 
was issued passport No, • B449067 on August 31, 1961, valid, for three • ■ ./ f \ 

year 3' travel to ail countries except Albania, Cuts, and those portions of 
- • • , ■ ' ' ... • . ‘ • • - ' • 

China, Korea, and Viet-Nam under communist control. Winston and his 

wife and children arrived in England, September 23, 1961,.. and left London ■, 

fop Moscow, September 26, 196 1 , . He has not returned to the United States , / ; ' '/ . 

Smith Act of 1940 /' " . (100-1473-1736,1744,1749, 

— *■ - and Section 42 - open section) 

/ _ T v l ' ■ ^ ( „ ; ‘ r . 

. ' Winston was convicted on October 14, 1949, for violation of 

Section 3. of the Smith 'Act of 1940. He .Was sentenced to five years' - ' v : - ' " . . 

imprisonment, fined $10, 000, and subsequently released on $20, 00 6 bail. 

Winston failed to appear jn Federal Court, Southern -District of New York,' - r 
to surrender himself for commitment to. prison "on July 2, 1851. He remained - ’ ■. 

a fugitive until his surrender to United States authorities, Southern District - - ; ; . 

. .• / r . " ’ / - \ ; /'■ . . '/ /•* ■ - ’ «■' - / 

#*See Appendix H. ■ ■ / . . " / ” • 

'■ ■ ’ .f - -■ • r“Q *'■ , ‘ - ’ V ■ ' 

, < r ■ ►. *: . ' ‘ lp ,• , r ; • ' . * - V-' - 

, i, : h - ^ ** t r _ * * i , ' .. - , <■ ■* ' , -1 . ■ JL-. 

;-• - - ■ ■ ... ■ y* V ‘ '. '.,c ; ■ . ■ ■ v> 


of Now York, oil iifarch 5, 105$. The foiiov/ing day, ho received an additional 
three- year sentence for contempt of court, " 


' * *. , * 


President Keane dy on Jane 30, 1961, lor reason of health , On August Si v 
1961, the C, $, Bsphrtment Of Justice, in view of ^/inston's physicai coaditlon. 


>; ■ 




indictment under the membership clause of the Smith Act. The membership ; 
indictment 13 still GiiiefcaudJng. (100-1473- 263 , .1475, 1727) . . . 

- , F " 4 r m * " P t , _ / * x ] r ’ ' ' h+ 

Mernh'i Security Act of 1950 ..'/v:* -'7 '" - 7’ ; - r - ; •. 

‘ . , f Winston has hot been indicted under this Act. (loo- 1473). ^ 77 : A7' 

Appearance Before Congressional Committee - ' 1 77 .■ ;■ , ■ ; v , 7 .' .■ 7; 7 A.J ■ 

Winston, testified before the Senate Armed Services' Committee, 80th . . ; 


- t 

/ 


Congress* End Session,; on April 2, 1948, ■ 


' 7 


universal military training and the draft. (100-1473- 9 op. 15; 1362 p. 17) 

' Military Service ' ■ ■ •-. 7,'” r 7 .-'77 77/ 7 


; t l '■■■ 


■ w t . , Henry Winston was inducted into: the 0, SvArmy on February 17,1942, 

ansf honorably discharged October 3 l» 1945, -with the ranh of Technician, Fifth 7 , ‘ 

'•) . .. ' ' • ' ' . ' -7 7. . 7 - • • ' ; ; ..." ’ * %7>< : Z - r ’ .. : ? / : ■; - : ;■ ■■ ■ ; 

Clash. Bo received the European, African, Hiddlo iSastern Service t?edal7' : j|h.e' v v ; :- 

■ * / f ' ' S‘V . , ' ‘V ■ 7 . ; ■ - J ■ m7 \ * ^ ' r ** 

America^' Theatre Service riedal, and the Good Conduct Medal. Iluring mueh of ;■* 

/ . ' *\ (i , - ■ -*7 m \ ' \ , ' r '*■ -/*■ Sr 

. bis service,' he acted as "public relations reporter. *\ According to Army records, • 


■i i 


.he 'Collected data for publications that covered the work, of unit, WrOfe mahu- 
scripts Cor release lor publication through military channels. Was attached to ■; 


! 


'V 


If* V 1 


the London Public delations Office of Negro Interest Section. Kept data 

on history Of Unit for publication and filing purposes. Also instructed" 

military personnel methods at adj anting them Solve s to civilian Ufo, “ (100- 1473-1362) 

, . *4 ■ u , 

Address •' • » - . ‘ . 

t ’ . “*■ _ '* ■ / ’ * ■ r ( 

Ag of December, 1962, Winston was travelling in the Soviet 
Union and some of the satellite countries. 


Carriage and Children 


Bronx, York.( 100- 1473 ; 100- 341220 

- -. - ' ; ' . ' ‘2i) 


Winston was married to 


a white, native-born 


New Yorker, 


in New York City, They have two 


children, 


Her lather was hatnr aliped in 1921. (100-1473- 263-1362) 


In I960, 


reportedly began associating with anti- 


party revisionists which caused a spilt between her and Winston..- $he and 
the two children accompanied Henry to i\>oscow on September M t 1901, and 
they returned to ihp United States on. November !*?> 1961.. She allegedly 

i * t * ■ ■ * * .» ( .( ' 1 - T - r . * r ,J t 

brought her >* two children .back to this country because she was afraid they 
weye' coming under communist influence in the Soviet Union. During November, 

‘ * « V T . r 1 , * . ' ' - ’ * 

1881, she reportedly was'no longer a membsr o? the CPUSA, Henry Winston 
bias; blamed die Party for their separation because he felt tbe Party had neglected, 
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JAMES EDWARD JACKSON, JR. 
EDITOR OF THE WORKER 



' JAMES EDWARD JACKSON, JR. 

' . ' r ■ ■ ■ r 

Birth and Family Background 

' ■ James Edward Jackson, Jiy, Negro, was born on November 20, 1914, 
in Richmond, Virginia, to Bichmond*born parents, Clara B* Kersey and 

‘ V " r ' . , * k , 

James Jackson, a pharmacist,, His parents are deceased* He has two sisters, 

Alice Houston and Clara Brown, both school teachers, (100-47736-272; 180;, 2953) 

' ' * r _ 

Education . . - . J ? v ‘ ■ • 

Jackson was a diligent student who became known as a "radical" orator’ 1 
before he graduated from high school at the age of 16. He attained the distinction 
ol rising to the rank of Eagle SCout in the Boy Scouts of America, but resigned 
after a disagreement with a Scouts executive * Jackson received a B. S, degree in 

i ■ * - * i T " " " 1 J ™ _ 

1 V , . I * , , 

chemistry from Virginia Union University, Richmond, Virginia, in 1934, where 

f * - ft ,p , 

he was president Of his freshman class. He attended Howard University, 

-■ " .. . . . j ' ■ ‘ ' 

Washington, p* C, , from 1934 to 1937 receiving' a B..& degree in pharmacy. 
(100-47736-1, 2, 12, 37, 286, 292, 2953; Daily Worker 4/6/53 p.. 4) 

Communist Party Activities and Early Employment . , ; - 

* j 1- „ . . ‘ » ' I 

, James Jacksonjoined the Communist Party, USA (CPUSA), in August, | 
1931, in Richmond, Virginia* While attending Virginia Union Driver sity, he • 
founded the Students Proletarian Party and the Cooperative Independents Move* 
meat, the latter a club which 1 ’agitated’ 1 for interracial employment* He was 
a member of the National Board of the American Student Union. * While a , f . 

f : . * * ■ * " 

• ' ‘ ‘ ;T:’ ; 

■ , ' ' ■ ;. ■ « ; « . \ 'Vi 

® See Appendix I for Citation. \ i 

' vi 


1 


t * 


4 




student at Howard, he was Secretary of the local Young Communist League 

„ * ^ -• ■ 

(YCL)" 1 and was its representative to the District Committee of the Maryland- 

(100-4773 6-1, *2, 12, 37;\286, 292/ 2953, 
District of Columbia Communist Party. Daily Worker, 4/6/53, p. 4) . ' ' . 

* . » • • " u ‘ 1 . V H * . » . - « 

i * 1 , f I. - J 1 f * # - 

. , .. During 1936 and 1937, he helped found the Southern Negro Youth 

«• ; - N , - * - v ■ 

• , . * - ■ ^ r ’ ■ ■„ ' % ■ m ■ 

Congress* and became an organiser of the Tobacco Workers Union. He led 
the tobacco workers’ strike in Richmond in 1938 } vdiich was the first ma|or strike 

, ^ * J ' ■> " r \ . + - - - > * b ^ 

strike in that industry. Zn April, 1930, Jackson attended Die Third Annual V 

; «■ ; V - •*" ... .... . ■/ ■'-./- 

All-Southern Negro Ybiftlfe Conference at Birmingham, Alabama, in the capacity 


/ 


t „ f 


of Educational Director of the Tobacco Stemmers’ and Laborers* industrial 

(100-47736-292, 1,12, 4,-2953) 

1 ’■ ' -- ■' * * * ’ "i j * 


Union. 


Jackson was employed by the Carnegie Foundation from October, : - . *’ ■ 

1S39, to March, 1940, conducting field tests throughout the South as the basis -• 

- * * ' ■ ■ ' ■ ; ■ * * * ■ *\ *\ * , 

* ‘ ‘ ■/ ‘‘ ■ ■ * * ? ; ' ‘ \ ‘ l * - 

for a study on Negroes headed by Gunnar Myrdal, a Swedish social economists ■ 

He visited 15 southern cities, making a; survey of Negroes* participation in . /'* . . 

, * v * 1 * v * * “ *• », t j * * . / * ~ * ** ‘ ■ , ** * 

politics and their economic and social status. ‘ ■ - \ ; ■/ . ' ' , \ 

‘ * " , ' . . 4 ' > m . . ‘ " * * * , **• ' / ' - P *»* 4. V * t 

„ ■ \ In 1341, Jackson worked brief ly as a pharmacist in hiS 'father’s ■. * 

'/./ .,/V^ ./'*•' . _ ■ ; t ‘ *' / ; ' , - 

drugstore^ in Richmond and then joined the staff of th e Southern News, ■ : . 

. ‘ P . ' - I . ■ ^ I ' ■' ■“ - ■' > 

, „ 1 1 4 H , - ’ V * ’ . k* - - + * 

Almanac, a radical weekly publishedin Birmingham, Alatama, He became 

* . ^ ' t * ■ ' * * 1. - J ■ 1 * , . 1 H ■ ^ Jr x". ' * . , *t . i 

■ a member of the Executive Boards of the Southern Conference for Human ... - 

. ■ 1 .* ‘ / •, . "■ ' ■ ' r .• - 

; ■ ‘ • • ....... . •• *r ■>- ..* b • - 

Welfare- and the National Negro Congress. * In 1942, he, tvas Vice -President 

1 ^ 4 - ‘ / 1 i 

- ■ - - ' . . . J -*v p '■ / : 

and Director of Publicity and Publications of the Southern Negro Youth / ' 

* / ■ - - , |,J ' " * 1 - ^ > * *' ’ 
.■-*,** k '»,'*■«.* ' * *, ■ 

Congress. He contributed to various educational magazines and Consumer’s . ./ . 


* See Appendix I for Citation., 
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r ■ 


Guide, Up until hls induction Into the United States Army in June* 1943, he 

also functioned as the Communist Party’s Educational Director for the South, 

(100-47736-1: 17^ 23; 65 ;37; 286-292; 2953) ' ’ ^ ' n „._ T t .* - ■ ; - 

After being discharged from the service In/February* 1946, Jackson 

returned to Birmingham as educational Secretary of the Southern' Negro Youth 

Congress and as District Organiser of the Louisiana Communist Party . In 

' ■ ■ ' 1 Jlr „ m " ' * . . 

January* 1947, Jacksonwaoaent to Michigan where he became full -time, paid ■ 

I A' m ^ , ,, + ^ * 1 * r , P„ 

Educational Director forth? CPUS A, In addition to this position, Jackson was - < 

‘ ' / . ’ ’ - ; . . ■ 

Section Organiser of the. Dearborn Auto Section of the Michigan Communist Party 

** * “* * " - , "*##** ' t 

and assumed responsibility of the Party's auto industry concentration program . 

. •• ' ;• . ; . * , v. ■ - / . ^ , * . . . " 

there. He was elected a member of the Resolutions Committee at the National ■ ' • A 

; * . K * f *+ * ' * ■ ' * j *’ / * - ’ ** »' 

^ 1 , . f '* . v- h - ^ • . - ; 1 ' - ■ 

Convention of the CPUSA in August, 1940, In February, 1950, Jackson was 

*. - 1 1 *' ' «i. * >- ■■ * 

. made Secretary of the Southern Regional Committee of the CPUSA and named an • 

„ * T ’ ’ * * * " *- M * ‘ ' * , . 

’ ; ' ' - . “ ' ' ■ ' . ' 

alternate member of the National Committee., (100-47736-60, 65, 77,- 241, 286, 292) 

pn June 20, 1951, Jackson was indicted along with other national CP 

leaders -for conspiracy to violate the Smith Act^and was on? of four indicted 

* + * ‘ * * * . , ■ ■ -■ 1 /■ ■ .*’•», ■ ‘ * V 

aubj$ctef tvho fled Into the communist underground apparatus and became fugitives, - 

.a?*.. * ‘ -■ T .;‘ ( ■ ^ * ■ . ;• *: ■ : ■ , , . ■ ‘ 

* v * a - ; - ' 

On December 2, 1955, Jackson surrendered at New York City and on April 9, 

• / A* . ‘ *■’ -- r ! ■; * V ‘ ” . - ■; , 

1956, t/ent ph trial in the third Smith Act trial* * On July 31, 1956, Jackson and 

■ ; - - ' ■ ' ' J '/• ; *' ' ' ‘f " ■ ‘ ■ - *' 

five other defendants were convicted and on September 17, 1953, Jackson was - 

q\Ls V y £ A - - 1 * -V r " ■ ■ * \t t 

oentaneed tp two years, in prison, ,On August 4, 1953, the Second Circuit Court * 

„ * ' > J ■ ► . ^ ■ p k i ' * * 

i it* „ * ■ 

/ ■ /v *. . 

of Appeals reversed the convictions and remanded the case for a new trial on - 

' ' * ** * * 't “t 

* . • ‘ , t ■, * ■ *< . - ‘ 

See Appeadb; II. o:/ d 
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the basis of the Bupremo Court’s decision in the Los Angeles (Yates) Smith 

' ' ii. f m r ■ ■ , J ' pi 

Act case,. On August ST, 1958* the indictment was dismissed at the request 
of the Government, (ioo- 47736- 2579)j • \ 

- 1 > ( < 1 . P . ■’* ' V ' 

" ■' ‘ , „ ^ 1 * • m ' , * ' ■ ■ V 

In' 1056, Jackson was named one of five Secretaries of fee National 
Committee of the Party, a member of the National Executive Committee* and 
placed in chazge of Negro affairs and southern p'nrty work. In 1957, he was 
re- elected a member of the Secretariat, the National Committee, and the 
National Executive Committee. In early 1950, he attended fee 01st Congress 
of fee Communist Party of fee Soviet Unlon (CPSU) as a 'Visitor v from fee 
CPfeJAandwhS a delegate tofee 4?tfrd Congress of fee Polish Workers Parly, 
fie reportedly also v;ent secretly to China v/here he talkedwife Chinese com- 
munist leaders. ..(ioo- 47736^2953, 2670) L , • 

in December, 1959, Jackson was re-elected a member of the Secre- 
tariat, fee National Committee, and the National Board. In January, I960, 
he r/as appointed editor of The Worker ;-* m east coast communist newspaper, 
had subsequently named to fed Executive Board of fee National Committee of 
fee C3PUSA, which replaced fee Secretariat;' Sh August^ 4860, Jackson attended 

fee Congress of the Partido Socialists Popular (Communist Party ) of Cuba as 

r„' i v "**. - ■ , ■ ' ■ ■' ; \ . •; „ ■ -- ' 

head of an official delegation from fee CPUSA , Paring this year* he also 
. represented fee C PPM. as a fraternal delegate at fee Convention of fee 

-l - r „ ' _ 1 . L f ^ -- ' ' T. ^ ^ 

i - . „ , _ , ‘t . !+ , . ‘ ■ 

Canadian Communist Party , in November, i960, fee was one of fee 

American delegation, to the Conference of Communist and Workers parties 

- - ^ „ / . ' ■ ,* 1 -- 1 J - - * ' , ' \ '■ ■ . 

held in Moscow and delivered an address nt this meeting. 

.*See Appendix I for Citation, ■: .■ qa ' ■ ; 1 , ; : 


T 


* V 


1 


Si the Spates of 1661# Jackson xm responsible for the ODteblislune^ , 

Of thg ^^3lno ,^eodcm^y3 >vji4cli, allegedly was sat tip with the approval of J ' ’ , ■■ • 
’ V, " *'•, -' \ ' . i. V. ' ' .' \ • * ; - -. •' ";. 

tJi9 Central cosnmlttcgt of tiis Communist Bssfy of the Soviet Union. OTs m&g&sfcie* 

?/Msh is mif-dOscHfcsd m a Qum^riy roviot? of the iTeyro freedom movement* ia " • '. ’ 

, f* 1 ■ f . *■ * * * - * * * ^ 1 )*■’*' t ^ A r. .4 

f 1 ' 4 / '' , ' ■ ' It . ^ 

not no openly pubUcntion fmfc desfr Attempt to project a eoeiattef And pro* 

Sf^tet orientation into ifegro lifeL Jh&optcmber# 1001# Jackson bffe ibe united 
States toatfcsnd the 22nd Gm&&b£ oftke CES&U as a delegate e$ th# Ho'. "•■ •■' ;f 

returned tO the United StatOd On ty 3001* * (100-47736-2836, 2862)> ■. ; - 

. Co January 20# 3.0601. 'JcckeOafe passport ,v.o& revoked by tbO:Uopartinent..- 1 ;- 
of state* on March 0, 1632, Jaoi^onnppsa^odbsfors a' ‘Federal Cfnr4 Jury in , : . 

* * ’ * '■ ^ r‘ ' ' • ' , I . . 1 n . ' .-*«”' * *. 

■ * * % * T . * 1 - - Jp - * , t w r - * * 1 , ' iw ' ’ * 

, , 4 * - ■■ - 4 * -▼ -; * 1 ' v * \ .. ' '» „« . ' * , * a 

iVfu^in^oa# p»<^’y.nnd. offeredimmunlty under tim immunity 4<& o£i086* ; ■ >% . ■ 

be refused to answer questions which, ./ ■ ■ • 



of coart ana released on bond of 53600, Ch Jane 20# 1002, the V* 3. Court of Appeals 
.vacntod tho coatompt citation* (lop-47736-2926, 2954) '•., " ' : : - ; : ‘ }■ 

- * a # # f ^ ‘ ■ ( - , ' ^ * . 1 . ; , s , ', 1 

-' -•: ■ ■ On MProh 6# 1062# Jackson group of stndsnlp at oboriin ;/' ; 

College* Cber Un, Ohio, and denied there v?as any Official connection betwen the 

' ■ * "■.. ■ . ‘ •• • • .. *.'■ '■■■'■/.'•'- "■'■:'■■;■ . .?"'■ 

CPUSA and the Commaniot Party in Eosoia. Jackson's talk reportedly im: very 
dull and not. trell received by tu email atsdionce. on Elay 36# 1082#' iio partic ipated 
in a debate at Colby College, X'Mervilie#: blaine, tritit United states SCiiator . ■ ' ‘ 

l *' ' ' * m *- m \ . ■ “ r I . * ’ + *V ‘ * . . , '■ % v . J - * O * . 
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: . •• -, -S-i' 
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from Mains, Edmunds, Muskie,- Jackson's topic was ’’The Communist Party: 

- ’ * . . ' + * *’ * * * 4 * ' . * ' * * 

.Its Philosophy and Aims In the United States, ” while Muskie spoke on/'Ths 

Problems of Dealing with a Totalitarian Party in a Democracy, n Jackson 

discussed Marxist philosophy at length,, called for peaceful coexistence between 

* ’ * ' . « - * * ‘ ■ - 

the Soviet Union and the United States, advocated abolition of the internal Security 

■ v v . . . ‘ * . * 

Act of 1950** and encouraged trade between the United States, Cuba, and China'. 
Jackson’ s ,speech-iwas reportedly dull, t unsubstantial, and lacked audience appeal, - 
The audience consisted of approximately 1200 people, mostly students and faculty 
members. {100-47736-2943, 2949) . ‘ 

During the latter part' of 1962, Jackson, as editor of The ‘.Yorker, 
and member of the National Committee, . National Executive Committee, and the , 

, * . ' ,■ *■ 'i . 1 ' . * v . ". .. . * .* ' ’ _ r ; ’ ’ ‘ 

National Hoard of the CPUSA, participated in numerous Party functions oiia 

. * ' * \ ' / 1 ^ 4 ' *' ' ' j - * ' ^ V T ■ 

national and district level, concentrating on Negro affairs and matters pertaining 

to The Worker. Throughout his Party career, he has been a prolific contributor 

- . .• ' ' - 

to the Party press. '(100-47736-2954, 2965, 2977) - 

Jackson has served as a. contact between the CP USA and Soviets con- 

L . - * 1 A r - (p^r ' ■ ^ 

nected with the United Nations and Tas^ official Soviet news agency, Jackson J 

has been characterized as a very vain, ambitious individual -who aspires to rep- • 

\ resent the CPUSA on an international level. • (100-47736-2862 CG 5824-S; 2855— Gus 
'! - *' ' • V ■ t * Carl Winter, Morris ChUds*: 

' /. 3&£gET) ' , 1 


Hall, 


Smith Act of 1940*!"* 


’ v 


This information has been furnished previously under the caption ■ 


J " ’’Communist Party Activities And Early Employment.” - 

■** See Appendix II. - . . 
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Internal Security Act of 19 SO * ' . . ‘ . 

.. : ’ ; ■ James Jacks on has not been indicted under the Internal Security Act. 

% 1 . . ■ . . 'V.' ' * . . , . . 

\= on9S0.' : ■ (100-47736) ; ' ; . V: 

* < Z - « . * * ‘ ' *- - 

Appearance Before Congressional Committees \ 

. . ’ * __ i 

• Cn December 15, 1058, Jackson testified before the Senate Internal ■ * 

* * • * \ *■ \ * * - t , , - 

' ■ Security Subcommittee investigating the communist use and abuse of United States 

passports.^ Jackson again testified before the Senate Internal Security Subsom-- / 
raittes, then investigating funds for communist causes, on Hay 15, 1059. In both 

- ^ i *■ t ‘ , 4 , < • - * * 

' , / ■ * Instances, ha was an uncooperative witness invoicing the First and Fifth Amende ■ > 

/ •' ments. In the latter case, he wa© a3ked if he would defend the United States in' • 

* ■ » - ‘ * * - - A . V .* , 

# t . \ ^ 1 * ♦ .. . ,7 

the event there was an armed conflict between the United; States and the Soviet, 

' , - * y - > ' ' t ■- ■ r * * v 

Union. He avoided answering this question by stating that in no instance would the 
. - } . • ,7 - • ■ ^ *’* * {Hearing before the 

Soviet' Union wage an aggressive >ar against this country. Senate Internal Security 
Subcommittee; Communist Use and Abuse Of United States Passports, 12/15/58, Part 2,Rp. 

'- 89 “ 96 ; Hilitajry, Service H earings before the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee Funds 

for C om munislCauses F ebruary 3, and' May 13, 15, 19.59/ pp.' 59-120) ' ' . 

. Jackson-entered on active service in the united States Army in June,. *- 

?■ 

■ ■ 1943, at Richmond, Virginia. He served In India from November 1, 1044, to V 

f - f ■ . * , * . ^ , ■ 

H „ ■ v *. ■ .1, v \ . '*■ * “ : -■ ' * - . v . ■ * . ' v - * , > 

December 30, 1045, and participated in the Central and India “-Burma campaigns. ■ 

■■■% ■ ■ v'“ /. ' ■■ ■ - ^ 

He received an honorable discharge as Technical Sergeant, Grade 4, on February 
- ,'1043. . (100-47736-292) - : /•./. 

Health and Description - „.*-*• . ■ * ' 

% There is no indication that Jackson is in other than good health, with 

.( the exception of suffering from a virus attack In November, 1062. He has been 


- r Z 

4 

h 1 ,/■/ "- 
“ ' ’ * \ % 


m : 


described fifi being ffrfi feet* fils inches (attj weighing 170 pounds; having fi ' 
medium build* brown eyes* and black hair; getting bfitd; find wearing & moustache 

’ / * t + _ # 

V . . (100-47736-serial next to 2852) 


Address 

V' 11 M 


JachsOn resides With bis v/ife find children fit iOlS Lincoln Place, 
Brooklyn l3* NfiwYorin, (100-47736-2862)- . . 


ESasriaftfr find Children 


James Jackson find 
were married on 


Of Arlington, Virginia*. 


at Birmingham, Alabama, They have two 


(100-477 36-292, 2953, '37; -100-43-225-1) • 

3fi3 born in Arlington, Virginia/ 


find received fi B« A. degjffifi in fiooibtogy from CberlhlCOlfegfi, Cbarlin, Ohio* 
tttf&aiM* degree in epciotogy zsom &tek Efifroroity* Haobyitffi* Tennessee, 
efi& fc&o bcenactivo in the CPU3A and various front groups* particularly the •- 
Southern HfigTo Youth Congress* since 1041,. Shfi attended the Kings County * 

New York, CP Co-mention in 105? find th? 17th National Convention of the CPU3A 

' " v . * ** **'.:> . y „ 

in December* 1950, 5n 1800* fibs v/fifi aficiva in the formation off Ifresdomwayo, - 
find in Juno* 1932, was I&enaglng Editor of this magfisino 


■\m boon described- ns the refitiorfifi fa&ntf her husband's ambition* find asst 

KggSO fihanyinifitt (100-402509 . Characterization by Gus Hall 100-402509-84 p. 

Was Employed by The Worker in the Summer of I860 


and vjfis associated with Advance, a KW York City W&$s$a>t youth group,, during 

68 

J4^ 


&A 


:b6 t 
b7C 


be 

b7C 


8 ) 


I 


that year. In the Summer of 1962, she reportedly attended the Eighth World 
Youth Festival in Helsinki, Finland, and took an extended trip through the 
Soviet Union and the satellite countries. The International Preparatory Com- 
mittee for this Festival, which met in Finland in February, 1961, elected a • 

t ■ ' L . * \ ■ \ ^ t _ *• * 

, permanent commission composed of representatives from the World Federation 
- of Democratic Youth* and the International Union- of Students* among others. 

■ . \ • i _ . ^ ’ 

She is enrolled as a junior at Oberlln College, Oberlin, Ohio, daring the 1G62-63 

- . ' . ?• - / \ .'.v,- ' / - S 

school year and is a member of the staff of the' college newspaper. : . 

>;/ , (100-430225;: ,100-47736-2961, 2953) 

- : Influence in Party and Personality ■ \ 

: ' - James Jackson is a hard, diligent, and capable ..worker :. He is one 

of the most important and influential figures in the Party today .' In addition, 
to having the Party^s southern organisation behind him, he enjoys considerable / 

- ► * ' ■ -i s ’ ■’ " ■ ■ * . . ' " - . ’ " r * 

1 1 r • ■ , . t r 1 t ‘ T ^ ' r' 

Support from the Party's moderate section, not only among the Negroes but 
also among the whites. (100-3-69-5733) \ . . - / ‘ 

, , Cue Hall once characterised Jackson as a difficult person to work 

with because he. is inclined to be a lone woltand stubborn, (100-47736-2674) 


; , C- ■ t. ' ■ * r 

* See Appendix I for Citation. 
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IRVING POTASH 
LABOR SECRETARY 
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■ ' ' IRVING POTASH ‘ , . ; ; 1 7 ;V; 


Birth and Family Background ■ * .. ; ; ’ ; ■ y\‘ 

* V ^ ■*, * f * l * ‘ ■*> '■ ' t' * ■* ! ' \ 1 , x, i* ’ 

, . Irving Potash, white, was born oh December 15, 1902, in • ■ ' v : / > ' 

" / ■ * - ^ 1 , ' > r, » :*• - H \<i'* v 

+ ■* . . ■ - - 1 ^ ~ .* - *. ■!*; , 

Starokonstantinove, Ukraine, Russia. His. original name was IsaaO Potasch. 

■ •* ; ■/ ; j '- V' , ''.v* ‘ "i 

- He ' emigrated to the United States on October 23/ 1913, with his mother and \ - ' 

* * ■. * . ■ p, -* * - . ' " - V k .i * ' * "V 


established residence in New York City with his brothers 

v. • . ■ ■» ' ’ ! V* ■■ * 


Potash, and his sister 


- 

r i J * 

!*■ r , k / o ** 


— (62-21381-65, parole report, next to serial 65, 535) ‘*v- 

- L1 , " , I — I, V’.l ' 


and his wife, 


had .allegedly been members of 


b6 

b7c 


the Communist Party, USA (CPUS A), for 25 and 15 years respectively in 1958. 


,a known to have signed a Communist Party nominating petition in 1939, - v , 

.. r ‘ - " - / ; - ^ ’■ * ■_,*** ,.r;* * *: 1 ■ ; .■ ' i* ‘ 

I: ; . subscribed to The Worker* "between. 1947 and 1956, and to havd been a member - ; ■- 

1 v * ** 1 1 1 *, T i r I ’ '» „ V- '* v ^ T* v * ' * ■ , h i Z* - p ■ 

I . > v *■•*'<'* i/j" * 1 1 ' ■ * - 1 l» 

1 - - — — I _J : -v 


was ; 


^Qnn-4a n?.A4: inn -4299041 


^00-43Q2£i; 
Ison of r 




participated in •/. 

- ft.'. -\v n m ~ : + 

communist youth activities from 1956 to March, 1959,: when he was recruited - ‘ > 

"J. ; . ' v :-,>*! :-'m' >•/ 

into the Brooklyn Youth Branch of the CPUSA. He was a delegate to the *•!:' 

.. - • - ; * ■’ v .. *' _ 

" * Seventh World Youth Congress* held in Vienna, Austria, July 2& to August 4, r /' 
' : > 1959. Upon his return to the United States, he attended the ,40th Anniversary - ; ■. 

Celebration of the CPUSA. He is a charter member of Advance, a New York ' , 
City Marxist youth organization foundedi in i960*- In November, 1961, be • - 

attended a New York State Youth Caucus of the CPUSA. V (100-430447) ; ,/• ;; : C 

* See Appendix I for Citation. '* ‘ ' ‘ ‘ - ‘ J - . 
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i>7C 


son of 


Ms had a record of 


extensive communist activity in the Los Angeles, California, area since 1952. 

In the early part of IS 62, he was the acting head of a youth organization composed 

- r r ***'■.+ 9 " r \ r m , V ' d - hr " 

of individuals interested in Communist Party-; oriented activity*. In April, 

r , , - , ^ ^ ‘ (' V'r 1 * '1 ^ 

1962, he appeared before the House Committee on Un-American Activities in 
Los Angeles and refused to answer questions by invoking the First and Fifth 
Amendments* V - (190-41 7286 ) - v : Y t ' ■ j / . ■ / ■ : / .... 1 * _v v ■ 


Education ; t *-■ , -? - ; . *. -v " / V Y ’ 

Irving Potash attended Stuyvesauti High School, Brooklyn, New York, 
from September, 1916, to June, 1917, when he left to go to work. He attended 


classes in Russian literature at City College of New York# New York, in 1925. ■ Y 
: ' , (62-21381-65)' ’ \ ’ t 

Communist Party and Trade- Union Activity : s . . Y % 

Irving Potash joined the Socialist Party in l916 and WM assigned 
to the Williamsburg Section in Brooklyn, New York. This Section was very 
active in the left-wing grouping. within the Socialist Party and V7ent. into the Y ; * 


CPUSA as a body when the CPUS A was formed in 1919, Thus, Potash is a, 

Y' '■ • . , : . - '->YY 

charter member of tile' CPUSA, (62-2138 1 - : A Daily Worker , 12/4/54, p. 5;. 62 

Jn November, 1910, potash was arrested in Brooklyn, New York, 
and charged with advocating criminal anarchy* He was indicted in Kings * ; 
County, New York, on January 22, 1920, the indictment charging Potash Y 
and others with organising and; being members of the Communist Party of vY ' 






1-65) 



r, -'a 


America., which wag formed to teach and advocate the doctrine that organized ' . 

government should be overthrown by force and violence* Potash pleaded . . - 

. ’ guilty to this crime as a misdemeanor on, April 12, 1920, and was sentenced ; -v 

'.iojalU On December 24, I93d r he was paroled*. ’ - . / . ■ * ■ 

, “■ ' / - , * - * ' ' ' *V ^ ** .■ ^ r - / % \ - - / 

On January 14, 1921, a hearing was held at Bills Inland, New York, 

^ r t " f_ " % 

p \ .i .I* ’ ‘ r * . ■« 

. on a deportation warrant charging Potash, as an alien, with membership in an . 

, ^ , organisation which sought to overthrow the United States government, i At this 

hearing Potash testified that he had not personally joined the Communist Party - 

but was affiliated with a branch Pi the Socialist Party which joined the Com- 

■ murtisfc Party at its inception and that he had left the Communist Party after - / 

' v- his arrest, This explanation ws apparently aceeptedand the deportation 

. warrant was cancelled ift March, 1921,(62-21381 -par o le report next to serial 65,. 157) 

) In 1925, Potash participated in the formation of the International ! - 

Pur and Leather Workers Union and later became its Vice President. For ' ' 

* - • mam 1 years he was also Manager of the Furriers Joint Council, an affiliate 

of the International Fuf and Leather; ; Workers Union, in New York City,* . The -7 

Fur Workers Union affiliated with the Congress of Industrial Organizations - r 

(CIO) hut was expelled from the CIO in 1950 because of communist domination, 

(62-213 81 -parole report next to serial 6.5; ,62-21381 A Daily Worker, 1 2/2/5 4p. 2, New York 
Time s 3 /5 / 5 5 On July 31, 1931 > “ Potash, using the name Morris Dauber- and a , 

-xt j 'o7e7ce- ^ o\ tAt Aj- n V- - r ^ J ™ ’ 1 


New York Herald Tribune? 3/5/55p. 13) Labor Fact Book, ■ Labor Research. Association, 1951, 
naturalfaafion certificate issued to ijauoer on April 4,. 1931, obtained a pass-p-,.i03) 

port. He sailed aboard the SS Majestic on August 24, 1931, enroute to Moscow. 

Potash was the leader of a group which attended the Lenin School** in Moscow. 

, ,.j .See Appendix Hi ■ .■ v , . .■ *'v ; ... • •, . <♦ ; 

■ ■ . . ■ . ‘ *■ r.. : . .• 
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He reportedly was chief translator not only at the Lenin School hut also at tbs 

haadquartors Jli rtQrnrmTniwt TntornnHnn^l ■ (62-21381-parole report next to b 
serial 65, 58 


b7C 


On November 6* 1933, a Federal Grand Jury returned an indictment 

, charging violation of the r, antitrust laws by the Needle Trades' Workers Industrial 

* , - , * * « f 

Union, Irving Potash, and others* This union had been organized by the CPUSA 
in the latel92Qs during its dual-union policy* The trial based on this indictment 
did not begin until February 20, 1040, 1 , ; . 

During this trial, the Oovernment produced evidence ol numerous 
incidents of violence by the union in the fur district of New York, One Government 
.witness testified that he saw Morris Lauber, who was also a defendant, stab a . • 
man who later died of the wound* The witness testified that he accepted a bribe 
Of $1303 from Potash not to identify Lauber before the Grand Jury of New York 
County* On Kay 14, 1940, a Federal Grand Jury in the Southern District of 
Now York returned an indictment charging Potash and others with conspiracy to 
influence, intimidate, and impede witnesses infhe -^antitrust trial, Potash was ■ 
convicted of this offense and sentenced to two years in jail* He was released in - 

February, 1942, la the meantime,; he was convicted in the .^antitrust case but 

. - " * w % 

the conviction was reversed by the Circuit Gbua^oh1App^sSin(B'2^^S8i*^p^elb uest 
■ ; \ report next to serial 65) 

While in prison, potash executed hia alien' registration form under 

1 ■ ^ Ji ' / F * 

V - " r f 

oath, stating that he had last arrived in the United States in August or September, 

- 1013, in spite of {the fact that he had been 'in Kussia in 1931. " 


■V*; tVj. 


:'V^*ov 4'ifts, f j * 
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' * * . VVh 


Io Jane, 1.944, Potash was electedn member of the New York State 

Committee of the Communist Political Association. In July, 1945, he V7as elected 

* %' t _ ' 1 *".*** * * 1 *' . # ' ■ 

a member of the National Committee of the newly reconstituted CPUSA, and a v 

* : * * * ** , ■ , " v „ if '* 

member of Its National Board* Up until tilts time potash reportedly was just an 

* * ' , / - ' f _ * » - . i 

ordinary member of the CPUSA v/hose major interest was In the trade^union field. 

! ■ * ... 4 4 ■ 1 1 " *■ ” 

%. . ■■ ■ ■ , ■ 1 * 

■ - On March X, 1948,’ Potash was arrested by the Immigration and Natural- 

" *■ r J ■ ■ -*.*.■ - * . V ; i * ‘ 

1 1 . * i , .*.**■ * * ’ ■ ■ ' t ‘ * 1 

, * 1 * r C .. C- * ' * V ( . ' * * '. * 

izatloh Service on a deportation warrant and released on $5,000 bond on March. 3, 

** * . - 4 - ' + 

1940. He was re-elected a member of the National Committee In August, 1940, 

* * , " . - v«- 

at thel4th National Convention of the CP USA. In October, 1949, Potash, as a ’ 

■ ■ ' * j.* . \ ‘ . t . , *■ V * * Z'~ 

member of the National Board of the CPUS A, was convicted of conspiring to \ ' . 

• V * • . ■ * ■ • 

«. V i ■ . .**. H ( I 

teach and advocate the overthrow of the United States Government by force and 
violence in violation of the Smith Act of 1340.** He wad sentenced to a prison 

* * - ■ * * 1 1 * i * | ** 

“ J " J V V ’ + . M * 

tSerm of five years and a $10,000 fine* While out on ball in 1950, Potash was . 

v, ■■■ *•*. •• ’ 6 */ '■ ■■■ ■ . 'V 

elected a member of the Presiding and Nominating Committee of the CP USA, 

■* L , i , * / . m * . j * ' * ' ■ - ’ ■ 

re-elected a member of the Nati^^{Comaiittee, and made a member of the 

h t % ’ # J *. ^ ** . i * * m ' 1 ' s ' ' * ^ 

' fi I T 4 ^ ^ * 

Trade-Union Commission. 

% - * * V- * “ * , . * A 4 ■ ■ ■ 4 . *■ 

Following affirmation of Silo Smith Act conviction by the Supreme, 

-V : ;' - .« • -* *’ ■ ■ . ' 

Court, Potash began serving his sentence on July 2, 1051, was conditionally 

- * ‘ ^ * ■ - / 
released on December 8, 1954, and Immediately re-arrested pn the outstanding 

m ' Sse AppSndht H«V- ; : ■ '• \ " -V - Y * \ * . v : - 
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substantive count (membership) of the original Smith Act indictment. 

Inasmuch as the deportation warrant was still outstanding, the Gov- 

* \ 

| * *' 0 ■ -I "V *f - * * 1 * - . - *-• 

ernment dismissed the membership count d£ the Smith Act indictment . 

* * J. i ** ' m 

after Potash accepted, voluntary deportation to Poland an March 4, 1955, 

{62-21381-parole report next to serial 65/ 75 f 140, 157, 127 77) 

7/hile abroad. Potash travelled in Poland, Czechoslovakia, 

>! ■- ; . ■ 

Russia, and China. He reportedly was a fraternal delegate from the 

n ~ * - * * * ■ ^ « ■ rl m p 

- * " \ t 1 - * „ / ■ ■ * . * 

CPUSA to the 20th Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet ■ • 
Union held in Moscow in February, 1956/ and was associated with the 
World Federation of Trade Unions* in Prague, Czechoslovakia. He 

, / " * 'y ? ; f_i 

* travelled extensively in China and attended the 8th Congress of the 

, ' n .V ’ * - . \ >j. " 1 * # , * T * . ’ 

. ' 1 - » *' 1 > ' 1 * 

Communist Party of China in September, 1D56. Potash was secretly 

meeting with communist trade-union officials plus arranging for "cover" 

corporations which. would benefit the CF06JA, financially . ( 62 - 2 13 81 - 1 40 

■ 1- ' • • v ' .. . NY 694-S* 100 

On ,January> % 1957/ Potash was arrested in Eronxville, 

* " . . . - 1 4 ■ » l . 

New York, after- illegally entering the United States.; At this time, . 

‘ '■ • “ ■- ' * " L ‘V • . ' . ** 

he stated that his decision to return was motivated fey a desire to 

' * 1 ' * T _ v*- 


see his family and to discover any legal steps which would be taken ' 

( - 1 ■ * > - ; V ' i 

■ * * P ■ ? ■ . - . ^ A t - - . # 

to reverse his deportation . He indicated that ho felt there might 


■ * See Appendix I for Citation. 



.have been some basis for his Smith Act conviction and should he be allowed to 
remain in the United States, the. worst he would do would be to "preach demo- 
cratic centralism*, " Potash stated that he had lived in the United States for 40 
years and that he had a definite feeling of pride in this country. On the other ■ 
hand, papers found on Potash at the time of arrest ^addressed to his daughter, 

stated "ray political views, my philosophy and world outlook have not changed. ", 

/ f ■ v ‘ 

Potash v;as sentenced to two years' imprisonment and fined 01, 000. 

He served his sentence from February 14, 1057, until his release on August 26, 
1950, when he was immediately re- arrested by INS for deportation to Poland. 

# . . * * > ‘ r * l 

He is presently under supervisory control by INS and may not leave the Southern 

■ * - / . . * , • * . * r . -r, ^ ^ \ 

‘ _ * * ■ , . - t . - " ^ . 

District of New York without permission. . No country will accept potash at this 

time.,:- <62-2 1-38- 165, 196218, 293, 350,357; 62-2138- A New York Herald Tribune 
. 1/19/57, Section 2, p, 1) ,'V. ' • 

, ' Sun November, 1958, Potash was elected to the National Committee, 
the. National Executive Committee, and appointed National Labor Secretary of 

* 1 “ I * - 1 * * ‘ 

the CPUSA. During 1959, he was a member of the Political Resolutions Com- 

, - . ? 4 \ a / ' "■«*'''* 
t . , * * - * t v . : t 

raittee, the International Affairs Committee* and was a delegate to the 17th 

■ . ■. ..v . / ‘ ‘ 'V ; : ‘ v 

* National Convention of the CPUSA. hi I960, Potash was put on the payroll of 

- . " . - * * ' "> 4 - ^ ^ 

International Publishers** a communist publishing house, ostensibly as a 
"promotion man. " The Party felt that In thin capacity he could engage in ■ 
labor research and maintain contacts with trade- union functionaries without! t 

* . / t ’ ' T ’ i 

revealing his position as Labor Secretary of the CPUSA. ' / i . ' 

* See Appendix I for Citation. ‘ !- -V- l - ' ■ 
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For about girt moatSis to ICGt* Potoch \^-nssSgnQ& Cull tea to the 

kowy^ strict 0 ommunh# *0 relievo a ifetty functionary ^ ta§® 

ill* I11 August* IW* to &$oade$& national m$$tiB£ *$ W Sooted* fcnl# te 
<tf preparing an uo4er{gw^ apparatus* &fc$ tss® m instructor & 

- tlxa NSW Yo?b ScbOol o3 Studies- D urift* I0S2 # PctASb V/aoeatTGiiuCSiy 

active to national and Strict of the OBltS&| mostly eoacerntos trade* 


union matters. (62-21381-293, 317, 336, 385, 519, 446, 632, 649, 585) 

% ■ i t * ' ' ‘ 

Lento school Attendance - ■ , - 

P |M V I^,i |W Y 1 Ili i.t,. VJ Mf? t 1 1 ! H. | i",t 

This i^ormatton Jiao previously been furnished under the bsadtog 

* 

’’Communist Party cad Trade-Union Active n 

Smith Act o£ 1&S9 ' - ‘ " 

• ^ "■"^' * ■*■ I ,— ' , I'lViiil • r j. |P ' I- * 

* i r i . * ' „ - ► " ■ 

. . This .information ban previously boon, im'ntohed imdar W bsedtog 
■ 'Communlot Party and Tr&dawTMon Activity. " . . * • ' : - ■ 

\ M ’ - : . ‘ ^ ' ■ ■ . ; \ — - : - .' **" : '* '■.-■* ' 

.. mi * 1 \ • ’ ■ '; v; 

On April- it t 18G&, tliot Attorney Genial petition with the ‘ ; " - * ' - 

. subvorsivo Activities Control Beard .requesting' .order for the registration 

oi Irving to. the previsions of the; internal security Act of . . 

f 1950.: Altaic? a hoar in^ has not been i *’* : ■■ 



ActmtieS an m$ 21, tQpt&x ling operations Ol the CPUSA* 

He Invoked the and Fifth Amendments in defense U iiiS refusal to- 

; " *< h ■ * * 

Answer tte Committee's questions regarding his nationality/ 

m m * g _ ^ . * * . 

09 gea Apysnili;: U. i-[\ 



n TO * 





: 


*v • i .. . ■ .. - 

, , ' V-' (62-21381-335) 

deportation* re-entry to the United States* and Iiia Communist Party activities, 

Cn Cctebor 29, 18 59. Potash appeared before the Senate Internal Security 

Subcommittee, which was iiwOotigating communist activity in thQ PMladolphia , 

Bros, He again invoked the First and Fifth Amendments in refusing to answer 

questions, (62-31381-362, 385) - - 


■Address • . 

Irving Potash resides at the Hotel Chelsea* 222 West 23rd Street* 

fr 

New York City* (62-21381-664 as of October, 1962) 


gfe^iea4 l&6i^egSio4fam and Health v 4 

’ ■ >' ' ' * T. 

Potash is five feet* oh: Inches tall* weighs 145 ho 150 pounds,; and has r 

blond* thinnin£*hsiri a darh ruddy complsxips, and a large nose, There is 

^ ’ ' , /" ” - * + - , 

iis tedioation that he lo not in goad health* ( 62 - 21381 - 403 , 616 ) .. 


Marriage and Children 

Irving Potesh married 


on June 5* 192G* 


at New YOrli City*. They have one daughter* 
in New Yo?b City, I I Is A Kusoian«horn, naturalised American citisen ■* te 

- ■ 1 -' •* f b 7 C 

went to Russia in November > 1931, and returned to the United States in August* 
1832* ■ Tids was approximately the period that her husband was attending the 

' ■ , j' ‘ I 1 a 

Lenin Schcpi but there is r*o tedlohtion that she was a student there, was v ! | , 


a memberpi; the CPU3A during the 1920s and the 19303# From 1943 to 1949, 
she was enrolled with the American Labor Party* and* during 1849 and 1950*. I 


n ' 


0 See Appendix t for Citation* 
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participated in the defense of the National Board members of the CPUS A 
indicted under the Smith Act. Regortedly J )w ag never an active com'* 

t + ,v ' •’ ». i . * , . * * * t ■ ? v 

munlat and was considered important only as the wife of Irving Potash. 
She did not join her husband abroad during his deportation from March, 


1055, to February, 1957. In September, 1853, she mads 

' % 


1 J 

On February 25, 

i 1959,1—, ,A 


b6 

b7C 


obtained a divorce from Irving Pota3h in Chihuahua, Mexico, on tpe grounds 
of incompatibility. *y (100-364978; 62-21381-65 1 , 273, 274, 317). 

* ' . Potash’s! 


. \ 
t 

l > 


was allegedly connected with c 


front groups during the 3.9403* and early 19503, # apd, in 1954, received money V - 
from the Families of the Smith Act Victims,' an organization devotee^ to the " • v ’ 

. . ■ • , * , • 'V' / ** * t' t 

- ' • . . . v , 

collection of funds for the benefit of families of persons prosecuted Under the - \ 

J ; i ^ , 

Smith Act. , _jvas a charter member of tb^, Labor b6 

.. ‘ 1 v ,-b7C 

Youth League (LYL)* (organized in 1949) and held leadership in that organic v 
zation until Its dissolution In 1957. He was also reported to be a. member of 


&K, 


' the CPUSA during 1947. 1943, 1949. and 1954. Neither 

• .is;;- Known to be engaged in communist activities at the present time. .1 ■ 

? . L . r * * ■ j - r , * 

. ■ . , ^ - - » * - r M _ ‘ , 

Influe nee. in Party • ■ ■ ■ (100-411694;' 100-405266) 

1 -- „ 1 * L * \ \ 

. ■ ' - . * ‘ ‘ . h- 1 ‘ . ; V V 

■ ■ Irving Potash has been described as, a ’-’slick. operator" who has established 

# • * / . i- : " . ■ . L * 

-numerous contacts throughout the world communist movement and zealously* 

• \ .* ‘ : ’/ * AV ' . - ’ * . ' -s\ V 

retains theSeAhternational connections.. (100-3-81V8440) L : ' * j ‘ 


* See Appendix I for Citation. 
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Birth' and Family Background 


white, was born on 


at 


Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, His parents. 


an attorney and director of a building and loan association, reside al 



Philadelphia, 


has a. sister, 



and a brother, 


both of whom were born 


in Philadelphia.* 


a graduate librarian, was a member, of the 


Communist Party, USA (QPUSA), from 1937 to 1849, There Is no indication 

that she has engaged la- Communist Party activities since that time. (65-60544-15, 
„ ■■ •• - . , *- s‘ -126,242, 37, 5) (100-380627); ; \ . ... 

-Education-'' V v*! '• . ' v . ■ 


received aJ3,A. degree in political science from Swarthmore 


University 


from the University of Pennsylvania 


and graduated with honors. Hewas awarded an'LL.B. degree 

and subsequently became a member • 


of the Pennsylvania Bar Association. / *■ (65-60544-9, 35, 90) / 


Swarthmore as a 
there. he was 


fcaiization for tuberculosis 

, \ ' . . , " 

#See Apjpendlit I for Citation. 


After his. discharge from the 





?- . ■». , 


-r 1 * 

r ' ■; *■ - 

-81- 


* - 


- 


gres T ”* ' "* 
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bS 

b7C 


lie became active in tbs Eastern Pennsylvania 
and Eetase District o? tbs CPtBA (CPEPQ) which he had loaned in July , *933, 
By September, 


wa& Organiser of the Professional 


Section* a member of the District Committee and of the AcbnlniStratfre Corn- 
ed ■ 

mittes of the District Education Commissions. Ha also taught in Party schools 

' I s 

~ " * * *i 

mid tooh an active part in Communist front organizations. He was elected 

v v a ■ : > 

to the National committee of' the cpiba ao a msmbrr*& t*iargo at its ntfth 
^ * , " *. ' 1 : 
National Convention in December, 1959, and In the first part of 19G0, assumed 

the position of National Youth Director of the CPU3A. Accordingly* be 

reUeVOd of his duties in tliS CFEPD. (65-60544-19 32, 45, 46) 

Hi the early part o 1 190o J [ conducted an extensive tour of 

southern cities in order to view the "sit-in” demonstrations, then in progress, 

being conducted, by Negro groups protesting segregated' public jollities.: Hi, ■ 

JSay* i960* he attended a Young Communist League* meeting in Canada 
under the name of During the latter part of that year, ha 

made s natioatsids tour of. the United states to promote the formation of a 
national youth organisation and the publication of Net? Horizons for Youth, 
a Marxist youth magazine, this magazine was first published in October, 

1930, 


At the conclusion of this tcur, the CPUSA 


established the Progressive Youth Organising Committee* which scheduled 
a future convention for the purpose of founding a ftev/ national ’’socialist- 




o See Appends t for Citation. 
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* - ■* ' - - . 1 

oriented" youth organisation, (has been the driving force behind this' 


Committee (100-434236-258;) (190-7903 5-4; 65-6 0544-46, 56/ 80- -info re ' 
. trip to C anada, do not disseminate wi thout approval; Appendix to 235.) 


toots a six- week tour of the Midwest,. He 


- travelled to Pennsylvania, Ohio, Michigan, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Iowa* and 
Chicago, and appeared on campuses at the University of Pittsburgh, Oberlin, 
Antioch, Ohio State, Ohio University, and the State University of Iowa, Through* 
; but his appearances, he avoided any declaration or implication, as to whether or 
not he was a member of the CPUSA. He said he was a Marxist/ . - 


attended the National Student 


Congress of the National Studeht Association held at Ohio State University, 

' .. . 'A *' i. . , " A ^ (Issues of New Horizons for 

Columbus, .Ohio, between August i© and 3 i, lt?62. youth ; The Worker 9/2/62 

_1_ V - '• '• ■ " - ; • ‘ O- 2 : f 5- 60544-268, -235) 

a member of the 


National Committee, and attends regular meetings of die enlarged Rational 
Executive Committee. His weekly, salary is about $75. 


four-page newsletter called The Communist Viewpoint, which emphasises: topics 

of special Concern to youth and; students. Its first issue was dated October* 

' ‘ ” • (65-60544-249, 303) 

November, 1962, and it Will appear eight times a year, jhe Worker, 9/2/62 p 11) 


8 


O ■ 


r i 


\ v ; . 

{ * * - 


Foreign Travel 


* * v 


b6 

bid 


was Issued United States Rassport 

| ' * ~.l m * . ■ / ■ « 

Upon his return to the United State?, he stated that ha sailed from 
New York City on July 9, 1951, vl 3 ited England and France, and attended 
the Third World Festival of Youth and Student? for Peace held under the 

■ ' .. 1 • v ; •*. ’ ft * • ;■ * J 

auspice? of the World Federation Of Democratic Youth* in East .Berlin,' 
Germany, During the first part of September,; 1951, ,he attended the 
Council meeting of the International Union of Students* held in Warsaw, 
Poland, Be visited the Sov iet Union from approximately September 1 4 
October 7, 1951, returning to the United Stateson October 12, IDol 



applied for a passport for travel to 

* j - - r _ * * p - / ^ 

England, France, and Switzerland fortwoyears to continue lav/ studies 
abroad in the. field of international law- This passport was not , issued to • 

him. (i7) * . . , - / / • til'ddZ •£ ■ ■- ■- : 'is 

, - • ■ ■ " » *< - \ ?• t . , \ • ,b 7 ( 

Appearance Before Congressional Committee , 

testified before the Senate Internal Security 

but refused to. answer . 


Subcommittee in Philadelphia 




■ ■ ■* V ■ *' r« j, » 

, * , \ ■ * x 

. iSagleville, Pennsylvania, with a diagnosis Of mild pulmonary tuberculosis, 

* i * _ * ~ 

i *■ - " . - 

* See Append!:; I for Citation, ph ' ; ‘ ■ . 




V 


Questions regarding his ■ membership and activities inthe CPUS A, 60544- 35) 

Health \ * -- ‘ 

( * * . ‘ * * * ■ * 
1 . \ . . ■ • * 

was admitted to EagleviUe Sanatorium, ' ■ “ . 


' / 


r 


1 . ' ** 

£ 1 


be - 

' b7C 


if 

•4 


1 ? 


HS' ^ ta M&f. W$Qf. t$h$ tsjif 

' * . / 

<N» tsm? si w iter, £fe$$ tefe?, it? fcas 



A^sds 




£$?&£%*, m^Ymk. ( 65 - 60544 - 249 ; 100 - 416173 - 18 ) 
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Smith Act of 1940** 


baa hot been indicted under this Act. 


(65-60544) 

Internal Security Act of 1050** 

On April 11, 1963, the Attorney General filed a petition v;ith the 
Subversive Activities Control Board requesting an order for the registration 
of 


b6 

b7C 


pursuant to the provisions of the Internal Security Act of 1950. 


A date for a hearing has not been set. 
Military Service 


las not served in the United States Armed Forces. 

. . (65-60544) 



** See Appendix H. 
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* J * ' - ' % ■ : 

pskjf bart 


■ ■ Birth and Family Background _ ;■> • : ■ 2 .*? • ' V. : -. 1 ' [■'?$ ; -?V ;• }£ .. 

Philip B^rt, white, was born Philip Eeral either bn Jane 2 B, ; 

? - B k J P _ ^ ¥ J 1 , 4 

June 28, or on July 10, 1902, in Warsaw, Poland, the son of Benjamin and * r 
Ida HoHinger EeraL He claims derivative citisenship through his father, 

, ■= who came to the United States in August, ! 1013,* and became an American : , 

■: citizen on either December 7, 1920, or July 5, 1910, Philip Serai legally : 

' ' ‘ a . • '' v ■ s * ' . . ’■ •' • .■ , . ,, ' i 

changed his name to Philip Bart on January 14, 1941, in New York City. f " , , 

Bart has a brother, 


in - 


■ New York Cityl three known, sisters, Celia BeraVl^^ born August, 29, - '\ t 

in Russia; and : 


1906, in Russia; 


in New York City, He claims ■ - 


to have another, sister, 
■ .100-42 5990-2: 100-410 


(100-3284-162; 345; '520, 214, 575; 
79-2) «.■■< , . •- ’ ■ 1 ' : ^ v v , s . ; C V V - \ 

"a self-admitted rank rand - file m em bar 6t the Communist 


.b& „ 
b7C 


Party, USA (CFUSA), 

; Los Angeles areas 
no longer, believed Party propaganda, particularly as it involved the invasion 

of Korea, and because he received no moral support or financial assistance 

.V * * .* . ' . - , T - ,* ■' ^ ; 

from the Party when he was seriously ill in 1953. 
also a 


was -J '• 


used the name 


as his Party name, (100-360192 )' . ■ 



' * Celia Eeral Levy was active in the CPUSA in the New York City 

area from 1944 through 1951. In December, 1953, she was the assignee of : 

- , • ; : ■ %- ■ : ' *• ' . ’• .. • . - •. - ;■ 

three U. 3. TreaeuryEonds deposited in the U. S. District Court, District of ■ 

Columbia, as bail in the case of the United States of America versus 

... , , . * 1 - _ r * ’• . 

Philip Bart (Contempt of Congress), Her husband, Philip Levy, alsOUnown 

- " ‘ „ , " r * ' , t ‘ % " 

* 71 f r * - * ' / ^ ^ „ + " ‘f 

as phi lip Levine, e sighed Communist Party election petitions in 1936, 1937, 

1939, 1940, and 1946,. In 1940, he was a member o! the International Workers 
Order {IWO}* and registered as a member of the American Labor Party (ALP)* 
in 1048 and 1949, After Philip Bart emerged from the Communist Party under- 

■ .’j , ■ , . ■j . j 1 ' ■ ^ “■> - * > L1 - 4 r . , ■ ■ - ■ - * 

ground in the first part of 1955, he resided with Celia and Philip- LeVy in < ; <■ 

■' Brooklyn, New York. (100-402045; 100-340107; 100-3284 unrec. ser. next to 461) 


] Signed CPUSA ; 


nominating petitions in 19.39, 1945, 1946, and 1948. She applied for member- . 

ship in the, Party in 1043 and was a member of a Party club in 1844. She was 

1 . "... * * - - . . L ^ * n \ '*/ 

a member of the IWG from 1947 to 1951, registered with the ALP from 1949 

- . . ■ ■ ’* 5 . ***"-•. * \ ’ ' ' 

to 1952, and witnessed an ALP nominating petition in 1951. In September, , 

1958, : she was observed at a known Party meeting place where a gathering of „ 
Press Circulation Managers of The Worker* and the Daily Worker** was being 


held. - Her husband. 


subscribed to the Daily Worker from 


* Bee Appendix I for Citation., ' 
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1 3- 


1948 to 1951, was a memfcar of the IWO from 1849 to 1951* registered with the 

i * > . b 1 * ■ 1 - * - . 

- ALP from 1949 to 1952, and was reportedly seen at several Party meetings in ' 

1 „ * * *, 4 t ' 4 1 ' ^ ^ - ► 

1951. He is in very poor physical condition having incurred 70 percent disability 
in the Armed Forces during World War Ili (100-410179-2, 5, 27) . v /,/' 

~|who resided at 


Brooklyn, New York, in 1957 (also Bart’s address), claimed that Phil Bart is 

* f * a " . ’ * i M * r . , C 

Records .of. the U.S, District Court, Washington, D.C. , ^reflect 


'fb6 

:b7C 


that Bart listed 


Because of discrepancies 


In birthplaces, birth dates* and spelling of names, and 3lnce no official record'; • 

• - ./.ViVr 1 _7i_ '7 Y- 


can be located to verify 

, - « 

be substantiated. 


relationship to Bart, this relationship cannot 


and. her husband were instrumental in getting Eart an 


apartment ini 954. ; (1 00 -42590) "■/ ; 

" ' l . - f ’ ' ^ ** V • w 1 * - V * * 

Education •••*’ ■- ‘ 




■ - . ' i. i i „ ' * 


• ; ' Bart, completed seven years of grammar school and four years of 

\ . • , * | . v ♦ 4 * r ♦ . # -. % * ■£ 

trade school* v (100- 32 84-162) - . . ' ; V - . * 


, i 

- 1 
■ H 4 

f. 

ii ' \. 


Communist Party Activities and Outside Employment .. ." * / V X 

" • . V . ' < ■ ' - 

■: Philip Eart y/as an organizer for the Young Communist League* in ; ’• 
/Detroit in either 1939 or 1930 and became a member of the CPUSA about 1930. 






f i 


■ t 


'/ In August, 1929, he was arrested by the Pontiac/Michigan, Police Department on 

://■->'* •*-■■,. : - * . • ; ■ ■ ■ ' . , . 

'* * *- - - / ' . *■ , ** t . „ ^ 4 ” * *' 4 - , 

7 ’ ' a charge of molesting workmen (passing handbills) and fined $10 or five days’ im- 

' v ' ’ (FBI Criminal Record No. 226137) '■ * * / . , . 

prisonment. /During the 1930 : si, he was an organizer for the CPUSA first in 7. 

■ - , p - . i 

Pittsburgh, - Pennsylvania, and later in Cleveland, Ohio. From January* 193.8, to 

- * . ■ * •. . tf£-' ' . ; ; ■ " “ 

April, 1941, he was Organizational Seer etary of the Indiana District of the Party . He 

'' . 1 ' ‘ * * w " * - * . * 'J 

‘ ; ■ . > ,=■ * - l- 

. .*• ‘ ... /i. » . \ 

See Appendix I for Citation. / *', * ■" • ' ? " { 
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r- ^ / ’ J ' ' i ' v - — 

tjd 5 to Csrgaaisatlp^l iti Blinto from April, 2941, to August, 

1945, Ei August * 1945,, I 13 am elected to to Cadre and Rovto COmmicsiou 
t of to CPUSA and MBacemfcer, .2945,, W& aj^pfOtOd- -Organiser for to Com* . 
mtujist Party of Eastern FonnAylvania and BaMtvTOOV fc sept&mba#* 2949, .. 

- w- **»» 

Fart TOO relieved of Mo duties in Benuylvania Ij&orife to proceed to national ' 

fcOadquartera $o Ket? York City for tsrafnSug.'os a. TOtlpaai leader, Ho tods oyer 

as General ^EgiagOy oft to gatiy Werl&r in Mardi, 2030, In Ho-remOer Of tot 

year, iip to designated SsepOtary of to newly formed IMloaal Brass Committee, 
r ; r . . * - .. , ' . 

, ft&om August* 1951, to Bldaruary* 1955, EgrtTOnt Mo to Com* . 

. totot ^apty ■underground whereto operated Os 5*arty Org&Msor fur Indiana, ; 

im%f Minnesota,, , Hort& m$ Couth. Bahto, Mfijawi* v/ioconoin, Tasso* and ■ 

" ' ~ r „ E, “ ► f_ , 

;' to FOdy Mountain area. . lie also made trips to to tfust coast during: tills . 
period (100-3284-461, 265, 467) .. . ‘ '* . 1 ' ' , : ‘. 

” » 4 H ^ j - x * ; 

: \ . " '’By july* 1055*; Bart ‘Ofss KfeSSSpfflS^ -Ses^^ -<rif t&0 

Party, a member of- to. national Admihdpir&iiyp' Committee and to' national 

Subcommittee on Beg&totto* and. vm m otego oft to ttoaciM t®eratioTO of • 

^ M _ ■■ *■ ^ ’ 1 ■<* ■■£■% * 

to CFUSA inclutogboadlng to CP ResOrre $Un& InbSarO^f 29 5G, Bart 
went to ttei&Qf to reorganise to Barty’e DidirictCrGantoiion in tot area 

f -' L ■ ■ 

audio Investigate to activities endaUeged misconduct Of[ I ‘ 

- . ■ Body Mountain Regional Organiser of flip Forty, tto wto subsequently enrolled, 

(100-3284-508, 461, 533; 100-3-63-^1542) 

- ' 90 

jA® \ rJ 


he 

blC 


i 


r 


i 

^ * 


Ca April 9, 1956* Hart# as Acting Treasures Sf to CPU3A* oSgood 
an affidavit ^o^^csofesi; to District Director of &£ornal Koyonus for to 
Diets* let Oi LOOS? r.*anfca$San. This complaint roguOEtad on Injunction m&inst 
to District Director to restore wets and property ©2 the- CPU3A estocl foe* 


delinquency M income t&Z&ti fOr to $&£ 4851. At a pro tribal hearing 
April 13, 1856, East Acting Treasurer of to CPU3A, toing 

■ i 1 

a mentor of to Pasty in Ml, and having luesn on Official of to Pasty fe 

moyo ton 88 years- Vton ^MOOtlOiied as to Mo activities during MS and M3, 

lie tfoclliijd to asroer on to grosinds tot to ansvjsr might iacnlmtota him. 
(100-3284-623) ’ 

Betraoh to Spring of MS and Fell of 4853, Envt vine inactive in 

to Farty, not, hosier, of Mo ovm volition* Ho had no assignment on a national 

or local level and reportedly turned dovm an offer to vresfc as Business Manager 


of to Hally Y/otor. He did attend to I6t& National contention Of to Party in 

February* 1987, and during 1937 and 1859 v/ariredos nroo&eade d 

\ $8m York City. East, although dissatisfied, unhappy, 

fidgety* and nervous, xm still reported id fee a fanatical communist tto had 

blind faith in to communist ideology. (100-3284-564, 632, 633, 649; 100-3-91- 

419) 

M April, 1959* Eugene Dennis reassigned Kart to to national Isadora 

-* * * 


chin Os to Forty v4tu to position Of EOtioaal CrganizaUon Secretary at 905 
per \7 so!« la December, 1959, fee x&a technically a reprqcos^ativo o2 to 

* f * * - * 

3$3Y7 Jersey District of to Party at to 47$h national Conversion cf to CPU3A, 
\to?q ha t;as elected to to S&Honal Committee* In 1959, East vim A member 


V 


i ' 
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of the National Executive Committee, Chairman of the National Organization \ . 
*■ Bureau, and a member of the National Education Committee and National Groups 
Committee.(i00-3284-686 J 717; 100-3-69-6444; 100-372598-911) ■ ' ■ . 

During 1981, Bart was reportedly one of three people assigned to 
arranging a skeleton underground apparatus for the CPUS A. In February, 1982, 

he spoke at Bowdoin College, Brunswick, Maine, on the subject, ’’American 

, . ' * . ► r 
i i H p " , t , ,, * * , l ' ' , i ' * t *' 1 * " y „ N ‘ ( 

Foreign Policy— A Communist View,” Bart's speech reportedly was poorly 

" ’ ' v * * ^ ‘ 4 ^ - t *r < » " 1 \ ^ # 

. prepared and he was ^harassed by the students* During 1962, Bart continued as . 

National Organization Secretary, was a member of the Administrative Com- 
• • • • ; . ’• . 
mittee, and handled the finances for the Party. (100-3284-813- 849, 908, 974; 

•• ... . r ; ' - . * 4 ■ 100-3-114-51-87) . • 

Foreign Travel fend Lenin School Attendance / ' . v 

— s — : — : — — _ . t-, - * ’ 

,, Bart was issued passport No* 149013 On December 12, 1929, under ; 

his true name, Philip Beral. His application reflected that he intended to 
visit England, France, Germany, and Poland as fe tourist and to visit relatives. 

r . ■' v. 

On May 9, 1961, Bart \va3 issued passport' NO. B/368590, which yras valid for ... 

■ 'ft *;■! : • , ’■ - 

thremyears from date of issuance for travel to all countries, except Albania, 

• v. ■ - - ' . • • ‘ - '**' - . • * • 

• Cuba, and those portions of China, Korea, and Viet- Nam under communist 

.. ' -• . \ . ' . -■ ■ . ' "■ • ,* . 7 - ■ '■ V •. 

- . . !• - i ‘ ; ^ ^ ■ _ . , j • * 

control. Bart indicated that his previous passport issued in 1929 had been j - 
(100-3284-285, 832, 834) ; . . ' ' / / ' ■ ; - - ^ 

destroyed./ Bart attended the Lenin School* * in Moscow in either 1930 or 1931* 

i L - . .1 

/■ 4 * * ' ' ■ 4 ■ , ‘ '■ 4 ' .. ■ . - \ # 

The Lenin School was founded in the 1920's; for the purpose of training an - . 

* J- . I ’ * , V ■ " l * 4 ■ 11 p * 

international , corps of communist leaders. These graduates * regardless of 

’ r ' . ■ *\- J ' ' ■ ■ , /■'. . 

** See Appendix n. ; \ \ 
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Country in which they curated* acted in accordance with tft$ diseloHvfl ml 


policies of the COmtmii 

list Vrvtv i & thfl ffrt-jSM ttnlnT*. (100-3284-285 


_toO-202838-271 p. 5, 

C m A nA WS . 4 A i i r * ' 

Masters of Deceit, p. 


FiiiUn East has not bSOn indicted unde? the Smith MU 
Internal security Mi of iQgffl Q 

Esri X7&B eutoCOhaOd to appear on February 20, XSG2, in V/aohicgtcn, 

D. C, ,- befoyO tfcO Jtedeml Grand Jury invesUgcfins ponolbte violations Of the 
Internal Security ACtOf 1S30, He was granted immunity hut refused, to answer 
certain questions because of the Firot and fifth Amendments, because of alleged 
lach of due precase Of lav/ # and because he contended the order requiring him to 
answer the questions was not legal. Ho was hold in contempt and contencod to ; 
jail for a term not to Onceed ois months, Ete attorney appealed to the District 
of Columbia Court of Appeal* which reversed the contempt citation on Jims 7» 

\v , . 


1052, on th 

judgment m whether the Communist Forty .Eegtetraitea Case iitvoivod a throat 

• ■ • A - - 1 * 4 * 

to national security* Bart again appeared before tins Federal Grand Jury on 

* ; * ■ * * 

October 15, 1052, and refused to answer questions* invoking the Fifth Amendment, 

* # * ♦ -• , ^ * 

Ho. was not .granted immunity at this time* ■ Eart has boon subpoenaed to appear 


,.^ 




t * 


before the United ft? too District . Judgo under the Immunity Act of- 1053^ However 

« ‘ ‘ ' \r* ' * | ^ . - 

* no specific date has bean sat for Jite appsarEnce^ ^ 943 ” 3 g g f "\o 19 f ° 2, 905 J 913; 93 ? - 

: ■ ' ’ 1 *’ , ’ 

on Juno si, xsoo* Philip East testified before the Souse Committee 

on- un^Amaric&n Activities and refused to answer most of the questions 
concerning bte personal bacbgroundoiv the baste that 1 they were not pertinent 

. 1 _ . v 

to tea hearing* 

. • geo Appendix- % * : ,-. . - • 

', .- *' 1 *03* 
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^ w 


OnAugusfc ttf i©5£> r be wso cited for contempt ol Coagsfaso* pleaded . 

mi guilty, and was found guilty on May 8, |9B1^ aid sentenced to these months M 

Jell and fined $509. After appeal, the District Court of Appeals reversed three 

counts, cHirmed five others*-. On July 13> 1835, thr&upreme Const directed 

that a judgment of acquittal foe filed In this case. (100-3284- 12 l, 13 1, 174, -490, ' 

507) 

* f ■ V j 

Health ■ ’ ■ - 

j inn fm i in 

Sh October, 3.950, Bari reportedly. suffered a heart attache In 

Member, l€Gi, fce.mtdsrweat a successful operation for the removal eta 

benign tumor in the intestinal area and had a slow recovery* Bart underwent m . 

operation for prostate trc&folo 4» March,. 1833, following Which ha contracted 

pneumonia. Ho reportedly also has tufosrculosie ffl a hidnsy. (100-3284-520, 886'? 

., 1029, 1032, 1035) ’ 

Bart -is five feet, ton inches tall;, weirs' 170 to 175 pounds; and has 

darb eyes with noticeable circles' under them, a prominent ncse and forehead, 

and folacfo hair, hut is Quite held. He had slightly stooped e-hantders, walhs 

with a rapid gait, Sa somewhat flat-footed,, and has a nervous manner. He? has ■ ’ 

a distinguished professional appearance when wearing a hat. (100-3284 -2 14, loo, 

553) 

Address ... ‘ .’ ‘ " * ' -. - 

•r — — - 

Th? Barts reside at 2di5 ifswbirb Avenue, Apartment dG, Brooklyn, 

»;"Yo?fo., (100-3284-973) 

■ -Marriage -. ' •. . , ■ . - v ’ . 

Philip Eart was married -to Constance: Strauss car March 1, 1801, 
at St* Louis, Missouri.- . They reportedly lived together before their marriage. 

: . 94 ■ ' ■: ' ’ ' 

%-J - - ■ • . . ., : ■'•'.•■■ 


Strauss was barn August 4, 3.901* at Ocala* Florida; her parents are deceased. 

■ ' . r * t, * * - ti * 

The Barts do not have any children. Constance (Connie) Bart was employed by 
the American Red Cross from 1920 to 1920 and as. a social worker with the 

P r J * * ’ c * r m l • 

Veterans Administration fcatween 1927 and 1940 when she requested ay ear's ' 
leave or absence without pay. Oho did not return to this employment as she , 

■ . ■ -■ *, ~. x ‘ s _ . * ’ - * . * , 

has been engaged in full-time communist activities ever since. , .. ■ *. 

* Connie Bart joined the Party in 1033 and from 1941 to December , 
1945, was active in the Chicago area. as an- organiser for 1 the CPUSA. and the 

- > 1 ' ‘ *' L , » ' i ' i ' * 

Communist Political Association. From 1945 to late 1949, she participated in 

■„ < * - a * " % ' u * 

■ ■ ■ , , * ’ , *- ; 1 

Party activities in the Philadelphia area, being a member of the Women's, Com- 
mission, the Philadelphia County Committee, the Organization Commission, 

* * ' + , v mi- , 

H. “ * , 1 

and due Organisational-Educational Commission of District No. 3 ol the Party. 
In September, 104G, she served on the National Women’s. Commission of the . 

cpusa,. ■ \’iy /:«:}} -**- 

„ In February, 1950, she was assigned to work out of Party head- 
quarters in New York City and was engaged in "industrial concentration, " She 
was carried on the payroll of the New York County CP as of March, 1951. ' • 

Between August, 1951, and June, 1955, she disappeared into the Party under <-• 

/ ^ ^ . %. ,i 

ground. where she acted as a courier andasan assistant to one of the leading 

4 * I J J * # 

underground functionaries. ‘ • /' ’’ ■. • * ’ ■ - 

During the early part of 1956, Connie Bart was a paid secretary for 


35 


4 L 


\ \ 

' > 3 ' / * . * r * . 

t M , . 

% ^ , ■ . ’ , ■ * ■ . 

The Committee to Defend Stove Nelson* which was an outg^otTtii of Civil Rights 

- * # L “ 4 ! “ ■ - w 

Congress (CRCP activities on behalf o2 Steve Tlelspn* m Smith Act subject* and, - 
8$ a practical m&ftor, operated' as .fen adjunct Of the CRC* fc Isay 0$ that year* 

She became Section organises? of the Kings bounty (Brooklyn, N* Y. * Communist 

S ^ * * j * - 4 f T * 

Party. Iii February* 1957, che attended the Ibtb National Convention of the 

it , ‘ , > \ ' 

CPU3A an a visitor and*. i<& part. of that year,, remained sqmev/hat isolated from 

Party activities #ough not of hero wn volition*.. . During $958, OkO attended-meet 1 * 

- '. .. '* - .’ ' ' '■; ’ . ■ ,-',. - "■ . ■ ; . ;r " ■ 

lugs of the Kings County Committee- and participated inactivities Of the American / 

Committee for Protection of Foreign Earn. & In. Kerch, 1950, she \vas elected 
Assistant Crganisational .secretary e$$ie icings county cp* The following year* .; 

* I !•••• , k T 'i 2 ”' * J * - % * mm t . 1 , * 

Oho y&setecied Education .Director, of lOngG County CP and wa$ a member of the ’ . 
ICings County Board, and Die King# County CP Staff*. She was appointed to a Eub» 
committee of the Kings County CP Administrative Committee m November, 1S6L 
Since about I860, Connie Earfc has boon employed ho an Intervlswer-Connselor 

for the Institute for Crippled and Disabled, ■'-■ New York City, in addition to her 

^ * ^, L|r ' . h - . r . L ' 1 ■ 

Communist activities* (100-6885-121/ 123, 128,' 129, 132;* 100-421854-26) - . /’ 

Connie Eart is five feet ? sln inches- tall and has dark grey idoity hair, 
black oyes, a dark CompisniQn* high cheek bones, and a medium build* (loo- 6885-1 17) 


> . ? „ ■ ■ , , “ _ - 

See Appendbs I for Citation, . % 
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JACOB ABRAHAM STACHEL 
PRESS DIRECTOR, THE WORKER 





JACOB ABRAHAM ST ACHE L 


Birth, Citizenship, and Family Background . 

# ' , - - * , 4- ' ' 

Jacob Abraham Stachel, white, was bora on either January 18 or 

* „ 4 " - 

February 8, 19GD ? in Oberlin, Galicia, Austria (now in the USSR), the e on o! 


Moses and Rose Stachel, both now deceased. His father emigrated to the 

- \ * '* % ' . * *r - •*'**- ^ ^ - ,* 

‘ . B+ 4 - 

United States in August, 1910, and Jacob arrived in New York on January 10, 

10 11, with his mother and sisters. He has two sisters, Lena ICraus,- born 
March 15, 1898, and Clara Blumenfeld, born January 10, 1696; and one 
brother, Max Stachel, born August 16, 1903. (100-20187-61) 

*' , 1 ■ - • * ’ ’ * ' ' ' - J - ? 

- * + v T , . ' * ‘ , - - - ’ vi i 

Stachel clamed derivative citizenship through the naturalisation of / \ 

) - p 'I * -*" . * * - ■ * 7' > 

1 " it' \ ' \ r ■ v . ’ ■*' * ; 

hie father on November 18* 1921, In New York State. Xn February, 1946, 

Stachel was interviewed by. Immigration authorities and maintained his . . * 

* * 1 r * , * ^ 1 ■ . / , *<<* / t 

-claim to derivative citizenship, stating that he was actually bom on January 18 

1901, although the only evidence he could offer in support was an alleged 

■ ' • ' ■ . -A : ‘ ."W 

' t ► , ■ . s „ . - ■- . ' * _ ' “ . + * * 1. - 

deathbed statement of his father made only to him. At this time, Stachel also 

■ * l * ' .4 . ” ” <• " - . - 


admitted being National Education Director of the Communist Party,, USA 
(CP0SA), and a member Of the National Board and die National Committee • 

of the Party, He was arrested by the Immigration and Naturalisation Service 

, - ' , . " , ■ -* ' , ■ * v ■ t *’ *-/* ^‘ v * */; * - ' * 

■ , _ * m * * J 1 ■ * , > * 

on June 1, 1046, on a deportation warrant charging illegal entry into the - 
United States and membership in an organization advocating the overthrow of 


the United States Government by force and violence. ' He was released on $3500 


bail tli3 soma day. These proceedings were cue pended due to bis arrest on 

* * . ; 

July 2D, 1043, for violation of the SmithAct , As ofApril, 10S6, immigration 
procesdittgs were otill ^endibj, •' ‘ • 


(100-20187-78, 109,' 133, 143, 285) 


Education 


Sta< 


school, and too!: courses in general science and mathematics at Cooler Union 
Institute, HewYorU 1 City, between 19 i 5 and 1931. He reportedly also toolia 
bookkeeping course from La Salle Extension University and an accounting 
course at the young Men's Christian Association. {100-20187-61, 78, 82) 

" -v I ’ : - / ’ ■ v. 

■■ «,*.“ c ■ - *•< . 

Communist party Activities * *• . v 

r ■ ' t; ♦ . a ’ 1 " *_ - ■ \ " * ^ . ‘ . ^ 

\ i ’ - * * ^ _ 1 ^ ~ ^ 

Prior .to joining theCPUSA. in September, 1023, Etachel was 

■ ■ : ■ - *'* y • V - v : m-.V - f • / , ]p .\ 

member of the Socialist Party, prom 1924 to 1923/ be. was District . 0/5 ani2 ® r 

of the Hew York Young Workers League^ (YT7L) and a member of -York 

District Committee of the YWL. From 1926 to 1949, he was a member of - 

* - ■ . - _ f - , . . * . v * v . e - " r // « ; * 

, < „ / ' ,■ ^ ^ ' ' * .. * . + \ ' j 1 / ' ■ , \ 

the Central Committee (later called national Committee) of the CFUSA. bn 



; 1927, he was a member 

t ,i ( f , 

of the Party (Agitprop), was 

- 1 1 , j 

at its inception in 1928, 


/A 


1920. In 19$0, Stachal went to Michigan as a Party Or^lzer, Was arrested 

■ ^ •* '■ ; v‘ ‘ . ■: i » .. ;.'; v : . ■ . • y' 'f- ; j : *■ : '* 


* See Appendis I for Citation* 


1 


-mV 


V* 


. in Detroit in May of that year together with Earl Browder, then General . 

^Secretary of the CPUSA, held for investigation and released the following day* . 

‘ •• A '* f ; ’ • ' . 

. In 1932, Stachtel and two other Party members went to Russia reportedly to ’ ; 

" " t i '* - *' , i ~ - "** ~ ' " * ~ ^ . * \ \ 

calm down some American Negro communists who were attending the Lenin 

- . ' ‘ T , ' ' - * 

* _ - ■ . . - '* ' , 

School**there and who had petitioned Stalin to correct alleged Negro discrim- 

: r . '• ’’ V *. v"' . *V ■ < 

. inatlon in the school. . . . * , ' V:* - <• 

* ‘ .• \ * ..r. ' V'- -v-- 

’ » : Between 1031 and 1934, StaoheV acted as Assistant Secretary of: the - 

* ; ’ ' * ^ - •*. ' ■* * ‘ 'f V ! , vJ - * * ^ ^ 

Trade-Union Unity league, * becoming Executive Secretary of that organisation 

. . V* « •* - , ; '/• ; .f.V.' : •' . .. ;■ 

in 1935. From 1931 to 1934, he was a member of the. Political Eureau of the 

; 4 * ‘ ■ ’■ * * ’r : ’ * . - v ' " *\ ‘ "• * * 

CP0SA.- .During 1938and4939y Stachel was an Assistant Secretary of the- 1 . 
Party; StocheitUeappeared between October, 1939, and February, 1942, 

. J t # 4> * T - . ’ ^ - , .* r \ ■ . 

when wanted by the U. S. Government as a material witness in the Earl Browder 

'■ ' V •, ; / • .> * * “V . ‘ •’ ■ ' ‘ * 1 . 

* passport violation case as well as for possible prosecution for a passport . 

'violation Of his? own. (100-20187-61, :*?8, 123x 232) ' . ' * t \y. y* 

After hie reappearance in 1942, he acted as Associate Editor of the 
Daily Worker* until October, 1945. Stachel was elected to the National Com- 



mittee and the National Board of the CPU3A in 1945 and has remained a member ■ 

of the National Committee ever since with the exception of the first six months in . 

1957.; He v?as Chairman of the Education, Agitation, and Publications 

Department of the Party from 1946 to. 1950. In August, 1347, he became a / v , 

member of the editorial board of Political Affairs . * (Communist Party, USA, ‘ 
Summary Activities, issues from January, 1949 to June, 1962; 100-20187-123x, 
♦See Appendix I fpr Citation. *' * - 143, 198) 

♦♦See Appendix H. - * •• .. . 



I, 

i" 

► i> , 


, , Stachel v/aa imprisoned from July 2, 1951, to March 1, 1955,- for 

violation of the Smith Act of 1940.** In 195G, ho ms appointed to the National 

. ** * r " i 

Trade Union Commission of the Party, In 1957; he was added to the National 
Executive Committee of the CPU3A. Since 1957* he has held positions as * 

\‘ ' “ * ; * ' « ** i- * - * . '* - ' u 

Business Onager, member of the Editorial Committee, Political Editor* and 

* ' * * * . r ■ 

Preps Director of The Worker.* In i960, Stachel was appointed, to the Organ- 

, * _ f, ' + - - # U 

igational Bureau of the CPUSA and the National Groups Commission, In V; 

t y # " * * \ 

March, 1901, he was appointed a member oi the National Board and In February, 

1962, became a member of the National Administrative Committee, which was , 

' - ' C. _ , t „ , 

1 t v 1 - J % I ‘ , 1 , , ' * 1 , 

established to handle the day-to-day leadership of the Party, As of June, 1062, 

*\^fi . - ' _ * T tm * ■ *# * * _ > #*. - „ m _- * 

Stachel was considered a national officer of- the CPUSA, holding the position of ' ; ' 1 . " ' 

• - \ _ f ■ (Bureau Monographs, Communist Party, SUSA, Summary 

i rose Director of the ,/orxec. Activities.- issues from Jan., 1949 to June, 1962: 11Q- . 
20187-265, 274, 277, 285, 291, 292, 296, 297, 312, 334, 336) 1 < 

Stachel 1 s activities on behalf of the Communist Party, U3A ? are 

■. ; ' ' ' • '. 7 ■ . ,:*</ - - / • ‘ ■ 

somewhat curtailed because of a history of heart trouble since. 3»5Q- and because - 
: ‘ 1 w . «■ - . : «./**“ ' ' ? 

of high blood pressure. This point is elaborated upon In the section entitled 

% ' ’ ! - y ‘ t . ’ * ' . • *’ 

.health. 11 {100-20Ji87) • ‘ . ;, v ' : : . . , ~ /’ ' • ' ' V ' \ V - 

Individuals who worked closely with Stachel during hls Party activities 

. *' " . 5 £.-■ ' v • ' 

in the i920hj, 1 930 and 1940 tove ciWrac tor inod lUm Op a trade -union and 

* organisational expert who is a brilliant strategist and one of the chief policy 

i- r ^ . . / „ * ’ ** - ' * h i • .'.*■*■* 

maliers of the CPUSA. Reportedly, he had been content to remain la ” .. : 

4 ^ 1 1 - L * ' * 


* See Appendix I for Citation, 
**See Appendix II. 

* * * , t % 
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c' 

b6 1 
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the background and furnish information and advice to gu ^h^ a rhr loadprs aa 


E arl Browder* Viliam Z. Foster , and Eugene Dennis. 


Sa£ 


[100-20.187-11 lx, 78, 154, 132) 

In 1055, a source who has worked in the ■ leadership of the ' OP US A 

with Stachel advised that, in his opinion, Stachel is asharp, shrewd, intelligent, 

organisation man who should be ranked in the top three or four persons in the 

CPliSA*. This source indicated that Stachel is one of the hast informed and 

■. ^ ' / t. ■ i ■ , - ■ . ' , 

mo3t capable of the American communists and is; an influence in the leadership 
of the Party, He stated that Stachel advocated using the traderunion movement . 


vT 


to influence -the foreign policy of the United Stated in the' interests of the CPUSA. 

' (CG 5824-S 100-20187-232) I '■ , 

Foreign Travel, . * 




Bmingl031-1932jStaehel made a trip ^o the Soviet Union on Com- 

* . * ! i ■ i ‘ 

munist Party business* On November 21* 1931, the S3 Hotter dam. departed . 

" * . f r • ■ ’ _r ^ M f > = \ ,* i 

from New York to Rotterdam. 1 The manifest of the shipxlisted, ■ among tourist- 

\ r . , ■■ V\ v . ‘ **v < ' \ ''■■■■'■ - *. ,* 

class passengers* one Moses Brown, described on! the manifest as 31 years of 

. ■ • , • ■ • ■ V i 1 


age and a native of the United States* One Moses f^Vown'/applied. for. a passport - 

■ * v « : *’ j* ■ \ V . l - ’ X \ y : " , . * - " t ■ ' ' ; r 

on November 4* 1931*' stating that he was born at CfhcVnnati, Ohio* in February* 

■ - * '* ' , : ■ * ' * f r - * . '■ J t' - V * .'L ' * 

i§95, that his father* named Mayer Browh* was horn in Russia and was deceased*, 
Investigation by' the State Department did not establish that Brown was the 

. . j 1 ? ‘ r ► * . 1 j a ' ■ 

; , *■ ’ « . . 

■ - 4 4 ► r 1 ' . l > * J , , , .4 * * * y 

applicant, and the photograph submitted in connection with the application appears 
to be that of Jacob Stachel; Brown’s travelling companion was Earl powder, 

who was issued a passport under the name of Alberti Richard3 land who * ■ 

\ . • ‘ . ■ . ; ■ - = . : \ J . ; • 


V ■/ 
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K 


* 1 


Mrf 


subsequently was imprisoned for a passport violation . "Brown" returned to 

* -* i , * ' 

■ "* * 1 ' , r _ . . ■* 

the United States in 1932, (100-20187-61, 129, 143, parole report unest to serial 

.. .. . v 1 144) 

Smith Act of 1940 ' • ■ ■/ . '■ ** * •, 

" ’■ ' - r — ‘ , ' 1 f * 

r " 1 , ' - * * ’ 4 ’ 

Jacob Stachei was convicted on October 14, 1949, on charges of " 
violation of the conspiracy provision of the Smith Act, sentenced to five years' 

, i % 

imprisonment, and fined $10, 000. He was imprisoned at the federal' Correctional 
Institution, Banbury, Connecticut, from July 2, 1951, to r.Iarhh 1, 1955, at which 

■ »' i , . '■*•*■.*-.* - - - ' , 

time he was released on probation. Stachei was immediately tfe-Harrested for 
' - . * „ ■ *. * " - 

violation of the membership clause of the Smith. Act which indictment is still 

outstanding.'. He was released on $5,000 bail and. his travel was limited to the 

* * ' , ^ . _ ’ . , + * 4 ■ V i 

Southern District of New York* No trial date has yet been set for this\case 

• * : • :• ■ ; , ■ "\ v 

■ '. . •. : : V'. ■■■ • 


(October, 1962). (100-20187-232, 340, 829) 

% ' ‘ , - * 

1 ^ Jf + H ‘ h , ft " ( # " 

Internal Security Act of 1950** _ ■ . ■- v 

. ‘ r ; \ t " , » -y * 

< 4 . , * * '.► . ^ , L * 'f 1 - t 

Jacob Stachei has not been indicted under this Act. (iqo 

’■ - r ’/ ’ '/■ l ; v\ ' 

Appearance Before CongrossicmlCommlttee 

Stachei testified before the Houss Committee on Un -American 
Activities, 79th Congress* 1st Session* in connection with a hearing on 


'* v * r( , 

00 - 20 ^ 87 ) ■ 




V 


Investigation of Un-American Propaganda Activities in the United States 
(Communist Party), held September 23* 27, October 17, 18, 19, 1945, at ; 

, ’ ' r f , . J t 

V r * 1 > < ' 1 ■'i ' ^ T _ J ^ 'f \ 

Washington, D.C. Stachei was, qaestlobQd concerning his past and present . ' 

■ “ ^ ^ '■ / ‘ 

- ’ 7 •; f t \ 

activities on behalf of. the CPUSA and did not invoke the Fifth Amendment. ' 




** See Appendix II. 
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0O admitted bis membership in tbs CPUSA and his position as a member of 


the editorial staff of m Dail y Wo rker . (100-20187*182) 

* * , I ^ • 

. * * “fc 

^ I .« 

Health - • 



stachai suffered ft heart attack to 1050 and was confined to Mt* Sinai 
Hospital In New York City from January £0, 1950, to March 3* 1950* He had 


■ i ■ . . k 

a second heart attack in April, 1953, at which time a physical examination 
revealed tliat he had an injured heart with enlarged arteries m the latter 

1 , - ,. * r * ^ ■* _ r 

part of i960, he bad very high blood pressure and was forced to go on a strict 

* » ■ *i 

diet* (100-20187-146, 198, 285, 303) • .:’ ' ... 

* r „ ,'**-, *’ .i 

i * ■ \ ' 1 . . * ^ - 

staciiel is five feet* seven inches tall; weighs ISO pounds; has a dark 
complexion* brown eyes* and gray hair; and Is of medium build. He has a 

■ 11 - . .■* ,■ ‘ * v 

one-half inch vertical scar on the left portion of Ms upper lip and a nervous 

twitch Of the eyelids. (100-20187 FBI Criminal Record next to serial 144) 


Address ’* •■ = . \ ■ ’ 

' ■ * ' t - t ■ 

etachel and Ms wife reside in n five-room apartment at 203 West 

9Cth Street* New York City, Apartment No. 5C* ( 100 - 20187 - 199 , 341 ) 

-* 4 , » * . , 

Marriage and Children ■ 

Jacob Stachel claimed to have married Eertha Zunser on June 30, 
1927- however, no record of this marriage has been located. Zunser was 
born in New York on March 8, 1893* both of her parents having been born in 
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‘ill/ T? ■ 1 

- ■*■.'• '* ;. V-. 

Bussla. She was previously married to 


and by whom she had one son, 


whom she divorced 




The Staclicls have one son, 


Vvlid wag born in NOW York City on 


[100-367293-1, -7) 

\ v ’l - 


- 




since that time, ha 

. husband. " She lias participated hi various activities on the behalf of Party 


' be 

■ ■ blC 


> functions She was present at the 10th Naf ional Convention of the CPtiSA held ■ . 

j ,' \ - r.J - ' V V< ' i *■ - , ^ i *■*, “** : w « ^ 1 

. in February,. X95t, and the 17th national; Convention lieid -in s>ecemi^rj i960* • _ 

eipo-367293-7, 9 12, 18, 10, 13) . " ■ : 'V ■ 

|was,an active ci member of the CPXJ3A in 1952 ; ^ 


for that paper while his father wa & in prison^ ■ When Interviewed by the • 

Eure^ in January > 1954 j he was uncooperativpi m 1954* he was active ; : ; - . 

m the x^bor Youth i9Sdjfi&85*' and tebo, acted -a© an; . ■ 

inttiwYAtAH Ai I'lYh. CCMi/inf Civtrt^rtA jfc l959| * ■ v ‘ . - 


1 - 

r * ~ 


h, and, In liar eh ; -•; 

* * * T . " . j i t ' " ' . 

of that year , entered stcveim institute of Tschnoio;^,>Hob^ 

’ . ’ '**• ' y ■ ; . * . ; J . . ' V J 

as a student and graduate assistant in the Physics 0epartr^ent;’#|^.om 

* - . '* ■ ^ - M ■ *** * . ’ . 

*- * % * - fe# ^ 

* . 2 , ■ - * * * - * " s 

September, 1956, to January, 1957, ho was treated in K T ew Yoyl: Hospital ' 

' V:> ■ :;;■ \ V'-- v" f , ■ . .;*. ' ■' -- . ' , , . ; ■*' ' ' . V * 

♦see Appendfcs X for Citation, > ; ■' ■* ' 1 

; ' 7 ' ; 


e * 


! ■ 
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h b6 
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for tuberculosis and then returned to Stevens Institute where he stayed until 

June, 1950. In January, 1957, he attended all sessions, of the New Jersey * .. 

State Communist Party Convention held in Newark over a three-day period* ‘ 
(100-402352-1, 7, 8, 14, 23,38) , /V . • i • ' ' ' . ' . / ; ' ' >6 ; ■ 


In June, 1959, 


left the United States to attend a 


b7C 


meeting of physicists in Paris, Prance. He returned to America in July, v- / 
1959,' and in the Pall, accepted a job as instructor in the Physics Department , ' 

■ t ■ ' u \ ~ 

at Lehigh University, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, In September, . 1961, 


was appointed instructor in the Physics Department of the University of 
Pittsburgh* In the Spring of 1962, 


eceived an invitation to attend a ■ 


conference on Relativistic 'Theories of Gravitation to be held in Warsaw, < 


Poland, in July, 1962. information received at that time indicated that 


would like to visit with Soviet physicists, see Soviet progress in all' fields of 
work, and visit 


a Soviet citizen who Is the son of 


of theCPUSA. 


passport, 


first issued in June, 1959, was renewed on February 15, 1962, for a period 
of two years. 


received a si^ -months* leave of absence from the Univer- 


sity of Pittsburgh and left the United States in July, 1962. He returned to the 


be 

b7C 

b2 

b7D 


' ' e United States in December* 1962* q 00 -4023 52-32, 37, 41, 43, 47V 49, unrec. 
serial ne xt to serial 40 - 5? | [ .' a ' , 

[ was married on February Ut&t, 

] to New' ^ork’'City*^hb^waV a member of 


the CPUSA in 1955. They have one child, 


in New York City. 


was a graduate student at the Univer- 


sity of Pittsburgh, during. 1262. (100-369082-29, 33; 100-402352-1, 23, 48) 

■$./ ■ . losi . ; v - v ■ : i_t: ; 




r 




APPENDIX I 


, Organizations listed hereinafter have been designated by 
the Attorney General pursuant to. Executive Order 10450 or have been 

i - , * . ~ ; ’ - » 

cited by congressional or. state committees .as subversive. 

- Those cited by congressional or state committees are 

-• r * * * * » «* 

• ^ » n . j 

- # + * * 

listed in the revised edition of the Guide to Subversive Organizations and 

" " ' ' . ' i " y | , IM . " ' r 1 *' - [ | »^i - 

Publications prepared and released by the Committee on 0n« American 

■- . . '.-v ■ ■ •. . V ' .. -■ '■ ■'*' 

Activities of the United States Nouse of Representatives, Washington, D. C. , 
on December l, 1051. They have been identified with the page number of 

the Guide following the name of the organisation. ' - 

“,-y = ... . ' • 1 . ■ /. ■ ■* 

’ ; ' J American Committee for Protection of Foreign Bora • 

/ (Executive Order 10455) / * -■ 

■ ■American Labor Party (Guide, p. 22) • ; ' : . , ■ 

American Student Union ( Guide, p. 31) , . ~ 

■ \ * American Youth for Democracy (Executive Order 1045D) ■' 

* ■■ t Civil Rights Congress (Executive Order 10450) 

The Communist ( Guide, pp. 184, 1C5) : ' /■ 

Daily Worker ( Guide, p. 106) ' ; \ > '■_■■■ \ 

' Faculty of Social Science (Guide , p. 72) 

Industrial Workers of the World (Executive Order 10450) - 

; . .. v ^ International Brigades (Guide , pp. 13, 14) . 

. . . ■ International Democratic Women's Federation (Guide, p. 173) 

♦ c; ; -- v w- ; ; *J: * * * * 1 . J ■ 

■ ** , ' 1 ' ’■*'*. ... :* •- 

International Labor Defense (Executive Order 10450) 


International Publishers (Guide, p, 80) 

International Union o£ gfcudsnts (Guide, p* 91) 'j 

International Workers Order (Executive Order 10450) .. 

• Jefferson School of Social Science (Executive Order 10450) 

-* 1 J r r 1 ' h 

Labor Youth League (Executive Order 10450) 

National Committee to Win Amnesty for Smith Act Victims 
(Executive Order 10450) * \ - . : 

^ # F " f i * u fJ - 1 „ 

National Negro. Congress (Executive Order 10450) v7‘ 

National Student League ( Guide, p, 123) 

Peoplets Eights Party (Executive Order 10450) 

" . j * < r 

: People* a World (Guide, p* 197) ' ‘ • ■ „ ' ' . . . ; 

Political Affairs (Guide, pp. 197, 199) - - ; , ; ; 

Seventh World Youth Congress ( also known as Seventh 
World Youth Festival) (Guide, p, 100) , . 

Southern Conference for Human Welfare (Guide , pp> 154, 155) 

Southern Negrq Youth Congress (Executive Order 10450) 

Trade*Union Unity League (Guide, p, 159) ; 7 

Western Worker ( Guide, p» 204) "* ' V • 7 ‘ 

; the Worker ( Guide, p, 204) . \ v , V v ;■ . ■- , 

"** s *" p . 1 B p , • tl 4 -a * 

Workers Library Publishers (Guide, p. 174) 

World Federation of Democratic Youth (Guide, p. 177) 

^ * ■ . } - 1 
World Federation of Trade Unions (Guide, p. 170),' * 

, "■ , J J *_ " ^ j r 1 "■ t *.* 

Young Communist League (Executive Order 10450) 

* + _» E ' * -■ *r 

Young IVorfcers League (Guide, pp. 181, 182) 
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APPENDIX n 


Smith Act of 1940 


The Smith Act proscribes (1) knowingly or willfully advocating , 
or teaching the overthrow of Government by force or violence; (2) publishing 

w 1 1 * . 4 * ■ < ' „ m * j 

or circulating written or printed material with intent to cause ouch over- 
throw; (3) attempting to organize a group of persons who teach, advocate or 
encourage such overthrow; and (4) becoming aimember Of an organization 
with knowledge that the organization advocates such overthrow. The 
penalty for conviction carries a fine of not more than $20, 000 and/or 
imprisonment for not more than 20-year&«. ;• /. V . -- , - 

, * ' ■ Since 1949, 104 leaders of the CPtJSA have been convicted of 

conspiring to organize, as the CPUSA, a group of persons who teach and . - 

V- , :■ ■ r - ’* ■ ' “ ' \ ■, ‘ ‘ ”, 

advocate violent overthrow of the United States Government and of / 

conspiring to teach and advocate such violent overthrow. : Five additional 

* * - , * 4 ’ : ‘ + . ^ . Y ' ’ : . * " ' * . , * ‘ ' , ' * 

. , \ ' _ 

Party leaders have been convicted for violation of the membership . * 

provision of the Smith Act. \ v- "" •• ‘ ’ : 

^ \ 4 x ' ' ' / ’ -* '*„;* * " ** . V* 

■ / ' , - * ' " < Y , ■, - ' ; . , . ' / - . - . 

v *•. • As a result of a Supreme Court. decision on June .7, 1957, most 

. ‘ *■ V • .* , ' * , ■ ■» . 

■. ... H ♦ - ' * 1 „ !* ; * ■ ■*/, *; v : '■ n , H "■ ‘ ■ '* ✓ ■ /, */ 

of the defendants Who had been convicted for conspiracy to violate the Smith - 
Act were either acquitted or .ordered retried. The indictments against 
most of the defendants ordered retried were subsequently dismissed by the . . „ ' 
Government. * The June 7, 1937, decision of the Supreme Court held that 


t. 


I . 


M , 
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- ■ ■- .... • • . : . 

since the CPUS A was organized in 1945, any indictment returned subsequent . 

to 19*18 which charged the defendants with organising the CPUS A was void 
under the statute of limitations- legislation amending the Smith Act by 

- r ' ' * / ■ -t 

; - * , ; - i? , m * /, t( * 

defining "organ las’* as a continuing process was enacted on June 19, 1982. 

: V ■: ' * '■ : 

The decision further held that the Government had failed to establish that the 

teaching and advocating of violent Overthrow of the Government by the 

defendant went beyond the "abstract theory' 1 state and actually “incited to 

action. i* ' ■' '•* y . :■* : * /• V'- ■ 

. ' - *. Only one conspiracy case involving sin defendants was retried : > ' , 

v • < ' . ■ ■ , 

; , v following the June 7, 1957, Supreme Court decision and a conviction was again _ - 

obtained in the lower court. $ The conviction was again reversed on Elay 31, 1231, 

however, due to procedural error by the trial judge. A decision has not been 
•. -%*. ' i t . y- ... 

reached by the Government as to whether this case should be tried for the 

; ■ third time* \ y t .,.,, 'y“/y '■/ v ' * ■ , . ;y ' 7 • .• - 

, >j : : . In two decisions on June 5, 1961, the Supreme Coart.hpheld one ..}■ 

conviction for violation oft he membership provision of the Smith Act but 

, v . * v .■ ■ . \ y. ■ v ' !■: \ , i v 

; reversed anothe r such conviction. The Court held that tot sustain a conviction 

■ ■ v ‘ : -v *yv- ' " ; v '- ' * ' t ' ''' ' 1 

■ under the membership provision of the Smith Act, the Government must not . 

.y ■ , V ... - v ’ y- - / • ’ V. ? V*\ ’ •"..vj"- 

' . only prove that the defendant is an . "active" and a "knowing" member Of an . • >' 

organisation which advocates violent overthrow of the Government, but must 
- . ; , ’ ■ also prove specific intent by the defendant to accomplish the aim of the 

*, organization as speedily as circumstances' will permit. As a result of these * > 

» ’ ' " . , * ' . 1 i . . * ‘V ' v_ - . y 

y ' 5 *f. y; ;V- ' . ■■■■ p -: ; 109. ■ ..»>■ ■' • ■ ■ : 


Supreme Court decisions , the Government requested the dismissal of three 

outstanding indictments and the conviction of another Party functionary was 
* * . . . * 

reversed by an appellate courts (monograph, Communist Pajrty, USA, Summary 

Activities, January 1, 1962 - June 30, 1962} 
internal Security Act of 1850 (McCarran Act) . : 

^ r ] * * _ 

, On June 5, 1061, after mors than ten years of litigation, the 0 
United States Supreme Court upheld the order of the Subversive Activities 
Control Board (SACB) that the CPUS A is a communist-action organisation 

(substantially directed, dominated. mid controlled by the foreign government 

\ „ * ■ , * ' „ * „ ' 
■ r ' ' _ „ * 

which controls the world communist movement) mid must register as such with 

*'**.-* ^ " ■- -v ' * iy 

the Attorney General as provided in the Internal Security Act of 1950, also 

v « 1 % B " •* J ■ T 1 x x 

known as the McCarran Act* Registration includes filing an annual report with 

.■ " ^ * ’ T , J r + * 

the Attorney General listing the names, addresses, and aliases of current Party 

* ' * r ‘ 

officers and the members ; a financial statement far the year; and a list of 

printing establishments operated by the Party* 

■ . v * - - *’ * * " . . ’ 1 k > 

On October 20, 1061, the registration order became final, but the 

* “ . - * *E4 -r ^ ‘ ^ B. 

V , " / " ^ 1 # 

November 20, 1961, deadline for the Party as an organisation to register with 

the Attorney General passed without, compliance. The obligation then fell upon 

. 1 1 - * ■ "< ' 4 1 y '. *■ * 4 

- ■ “i 

certain designated Party officers to register for the Party. The November 30, 
|.96i, deadline for these officers to register for; the -Party also passed without 
compliance. Since neither the Party nor its officers on behalf of the Party had 
registered, the obligation fell upon each individual Party member to register 

i . * "* , 

himself* The December 20, 1081, deadline for this registration likewise 

’ ' ' . " ■ , t i 

passed without compliance* >. , 



J ' ’ > . ■ * . ' ■ ' ■ : -^ 5 ; . 

- / A* Prosecutive Action Against Communist Party, , \ ' ' 

USA, as an Organization y ■' ’ '• , ■;*' 

On Becembar 1, 1861, a twelve-count indictment was returned 

by a Federal Or and Jury in Washington, D. C., charging the CPUS A v/ith 

failing to register as a communist-action organization. Eleven counts in ' - 

the indictment charged that the Party, aln unincorporated association with 

headquarterein New York City , .wilifuHyand unlawfully failed to register 

on each of the eleven days since tbs November 20, ISOldeadllne, The ■ - - - '■■ ‘ 

twelfth count charged the Party 'with failure to file the registration state-. -* / . 

r 1 ** " ‘ ■ - J * * 1 # ^ . - 1 ^ , * ’ “ " ^ 

" ‘ " ‘ ( - 7 ^ r ’ L . “ « ‘ ** . „ ’ * ' % 

mentis* The trial of this case began in the United States District Court,' -v 

.. ; ■; ■ / • p -/ / =' . 

Washington* D. C,, on;^ecember ll, 1GG2. On December 17, IS 62, 

■ ; '-' L ; • aa ; a. 

■ the jury returned a- verdict of guilty on each of the twelve counts; ' ; The i; / >v . ■ ' 

: trial judge, immediately imposed the maximum fine of $120,- 000* Attorneys - 

" ' L ' ' * < f r’ ‘ - r , t . ■ ir * “*■ 

t ’’._***, •* _ ^ ’ \ 

for the CP USA have indicated' the verdict will be appealed to the District 
of Columbia Court bf Appeals end, if mecessaryi t 0 the United States Supreme - 

Court. ' - - ■ -• ’ '‘ : V--X. - 

Bi Prosecution of Officers . - '.".V. 


f >■* 


On March 15, 1962, individual six-count indictments ^^ 
returned against Cus Hall, tieneral Secretary’ of the CPUSA, and 
Benjamin J, Davis, Jr-, the Party's National Secretary, charging 
Ball and Davis with failure to register for the Party and with failure 

*f , 1 -- « - * : A' ‘ * , AV 

to file the registration statement. The mam mum penalty for 





: conviction on each count is up to .five years* Imprisonment and/ ; 

■ V * _ v ■ * 1 * r ' > i _ * v * 

or up to a^lO. OGO fine. Thus, Hall and Davis tooth face possible 

(! * *" ■ * _ 1 1. , # * * 

1 * ’ T tm 1 1 * ’ *» , /- - * J. 

*;■' total imprisonment ior thirty years and a total fine of $60, 000. 

■» v 1 .■ , v ^ . " ■* ’ 

> ' Motions to dismiss the indictments are presently pending and ■ . 

• ‘ •' v ■ ‘ '■ ■ ' - ; , . 

/ r « J ^ ■ ■ . . - - * 1 * ' . * 

trial dates have not been set. . .* * . 

C, Prosecution of Communist Party Members i . , “ ' . / 

- On May SI, 1062, the Attorney. General petitioned the 




’ r . 1 « ^ \ 1 - . - - - ■ 

CPUsA, to* roister as Party members: ’William Albertson, 

Dorothy Healey, 


,V ' - 


Albart 3. Lima/ 


b6 

hlC 


. Burt Galo Nelson, tVtiliam h* Patterson, Roscoe Quincy Proctor, 

.. /■ lV '^ A -; V ^;>V # . . / s; 1 . ■“ ’ > ■ ' ■ 

\ ■ ■ n ' > * v ■ -v ' ,% ■ t v % . ■* ’ 

Betty Gannett Torxney, and Isouie Weinstacte. These individuals have - 1 

" if Li" vs m V- v . „ a I . . _***-- 


. registers The Board's orders are subject to appeal but failure to ■ 

/-'.■•■I P‘C'<1 V. >• ’■ : V ; • i* ' * a 4 

; comply with a final order carries a penalty of five. years* imprisonment 

■ * ’t * . j; . ., .'v ■ . ■; *' » /* * - 

and/or a fine -of $10, GOO. ; v 'y.*. . ' ’ ; 

, ■ '/ On December 6, 1962, four additional petitions were iiled , 

. * :* . . *. * ■ j ' ' ■% ■ * ' * ^ T - 




Samuel XSrass Davis, Samuel Kushner, and Flora Hall Kushner. On 

.March o, 1963,: Lightfoot was requested to register with the Justice 

' < * h''* r - ‘ T ‘ . . *-* -L L/ ' * 1 b| :, 1 
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■ ;D. Sanctions Imposed by the Internal Security Act of 1950 

Edition to tins t&J &A-03 . - 

■' ' ' V # * , ‘ ’ ■ * ^ ' 

pyovidoa- oeverftt sanction against isosabaSr e of it communist * 

t * - * * * •*> 

organisation vnileh to registered 0? against yfticb fcfce?& la cut- 
etaodln® a fcjdesv T*ius, ftll O^ tliO follorrln^ 

*■ * V -*fr *' ’ - f ■ 

, cftaeiloss bdcc^Q.oa'cctit’Q Oil CetoW 2Q f 1001,. against members 

.- OS tho CPVSAt -. - ' ‘ : - '• ■ ' ' 

■ s , ^ 4 / * . , , _ 

■ ftftsgpftMi ^auction ' • . - t 

. flda% «&$* ‘os attempt to oee ft . 

■ ,# , ‘ 1 *i ■ > * * t r * ■ * 1 ****** 

_ , UMSC4 Statoa passport i£ jmolefc Uable by ft prison sentence 

* - * ■ * * ^ - * i * % 

.-' -■ ■ /' & wtim* &ti/w * fm $*o,m • ■ • ■ 

* b t ' Ji, , ■ ?* M 4 + k * £ * + 

* + , <* ■* + + * t 

; (£) Employment Sanation ’’ -v-;, •, V; • v / - 

- ' .• ."■ ■■ Employment in ft vital facility, so designated by 

, T * * m » ‘ « * ’ ■’ 

T ’ * ^ ■ * t * . ■ ‘ * 1 * 

* * * ^ r . <f ■ * ^ 

tup Secretary Of Defense, id similarly pmiiofeebfe* ■ 

' (&> Labeling Egovinion .. . C •- ^ * ■ ’ .•' ■/. 

Aft? publisfttion ovotber decuraefttayy material > 

, . ' transmitted though the mails by ftepmraimist-actlosi , 

o?Gatuaatioa must bo m emanati^ &om mzb a-n - 

05 ^ssd$ftUon, JRntiio rmd tolQViaxon ffgpgffcvms must aleo -; 

■; ; ■ bO do daslgtiated, 1 A violation by tbo o^gaaJEfttion cftS^^SS a 

' f I t g *' p t * „ ^ 

$10,000 Sbip and ft violation by an Individual is nunishablo 

*' ■ ■ - '■ ■’ ' by ft prlcon contoncc OS un to £ivo years and/ or ft Sine not 

■ . *>. ■■ ■ • - ;• • .. . 

to oftceod $10, 00 D„ : To date, no Forty publication bao compiled 
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' &,pm$s - Talitft&j A^tga ^ not? « •; 

■ :; . - . ■ ohOr&Oterisee itselfae "fiieoretical €?gaa oStke Communist ' . 

raft/*' ; '•'* r ,-./ ■ ■ ■ -. ■ >■. 

■ -'— * . s ' ‘ •' • 

, ^r^ .. i p * ! ’ * ! i r i mt J 1 1 L ■ j ■ j ' ' ; 1 

■ . - ■ ' : f '; fie x^ate school it H*mm* aa &%•* timssti in tfok isaa^ - /;■ v ■ 

to train mi iatdri^iioaal eommmiist leadership* fcetli dieerctically and practieaUy* 
in ; the art Os reyoun ion, 2fB^TBQuatee» ; upon returning to their respective, . ■ ■ 

acted U ucoe^teca tilth the discipline di^ polioiee. oftho Communist . - ' * 

international (Comhitern) Communist Forty -of ihs Soviet Worn : M' -= , b 7 D 

'FTofenslenal revoWoa^id0i ,l '-!^i^ aalaiotoa to organise the 

er/eftlme^ Of t&B&'tt&i ■nrati^’^#<r^maeuf .00$ to safe^ M* « coramunj rl otaicv 7 • 

(1G0-202838-233; unrecorded serial next to 271 CG 5824— S;1 [Joseph Zack,- 

Sadi ■ Cemmtmiet Farty xm& nsatfoed % quota of otitesviT), I'o m .-. 

, Kenneth Eckert, William Nowell) '. *- ■/-' . 

aUglblg* etudeste liad tetter & fc&ckjgcennd with e&per tehee i& & - 


trade* ©Uep* or-.uhte. ffcoy had thirty^fhte of %$% either^. 

< member. or. o mOmfeor ■■ wi&. attend flye years* -la 8a$y . :, ; ■ - 

wom% and :gO3S0so & "clean" Forty- iwa&jk* . fhe Comintern otad&gd -the ■ ' ' 

' student's; Ijae^oand 4 ttft 8 ggfe$^ those selected W the Forty to attend. ■ ■* i 
l .. .. : Mq general rate* • etw$©si®?3- ito ■^S6swia ! w .wteo &o$. v" ; r 

/ W&h fraudulently OfotaiaedgOE sports. (Hoover, Masters' of Deceit/ p. 65) ’’ 

•:■ . the.eri$hiai tonio ^chpotiTo^ Jodhted ihao-oldCsaristpalaeev ■ 

■ • --I5tudsht0 oitdiieuHy Uyed tk$a$ ■dtrtofooo^t? oon^Htioa^* fhO d^ioatoa " 
\WBfo&B% not i&zily Out the praotice of •• ;. .. ; ■• 

v and die tnntico. of : 
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'X :U* . ' ' * 


■-in * 
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i'GvoluiScrj amTfcivil rasv S&o efta Ssuta rayo taw^jfc Jiotrto^ect steafc . .-- -; f . 

’> . • i . ", ,/■■*' . Wi •* -• /.. • ■ K ‘i ■' ' !-*>•' 

cOaduqt f^owfll^t^arfogg^ Ana 6andlQ ^^ ir.p ; . ; 

' '-* ■• __ y\, . \ K I * l . ..' ■• - ; *'v '- ' ■• 

isaimlst parties tfir oag&oui tag - ■ 

H " *♦ ; .s'" ^ ' t ± ■ 1 , ' 

V ' > *; ‘ £ * * . i 

* Accorflins to a p&ega scarce* 


■da ScJicOl subsequent to 

i r , „ * - ; - * ^ Ki ^ - - ■" 

1930. (Masters of Deceit, p. 65; -100-202838 unrec. serial next to 271) 
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